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Office of Rail Road Commission o^ Alabama, 

Montgomery, Ala., November 1st, 1881. 

To His Excellency, Hon, Rufua W. Cobh^ 

Governor of the State of Alabama ; 

Dear Sir — In compliance with section 28 of an act to pro- 
vide for the regulation of rail road companies and persons 
operating rail roads in this State, approved February 26th, 
1881, I have the honor to respectfully transmit to you the 
annual report of the Rail Road Commissioners of the State 
of Alabama, for the year ending June 30th, 1881, as 
contemplated by said act. 

Yours respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG, 
Pres't R. R. Commission of Alabama. 



Office of the Rail Road Commission of Alabama, 

Montgomery, Ala., November 1st, 1881. 

To His Excellency^ Hon, Rufus W. Cobb, 

Governor of the State of Alabama : 

In accordance with section 28 of an act, entitled "An 
act to provide for the regulation of rail roads in this State," ^ 
approved February 26th, 1881, the Rail Road Commission- 
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ers of the State of Alabama make this report of their doings 
for the year ending on the, 30th day of June, in the year 
1881. 

We first met onthe 28th day of February, 1881, and de- 
cided to postpone the employment of a clerk until the 8th 
day of March next ensuing, and as the applications for that 
employment were then somevhat numerous, we determined 
to give notice through the Montgomery Advertiser of the 
time when the employment would be made, in order that 
all who desired to do so, could hive an opportunity to put in 
their applications, and that we might have a larger list to 
select from. The notice was given by publication in the 
Montgonierj' Advertiser, and a large number of worthy ap- 
plicants iiled their applications in writing. After having 
considered all these applications carefully, we concluded to 
■employ, and on the 8th of March did employ, Mr. A. M. 
Baldwin as Clerk of the Comnussion, by a contract in writing 
of that date, which appears OD our minutes, fixing his com- 
pensation at the rate of one hundred and twenty fiye dollars 
per month, and he appeared before us on that day and en- 
iered upon the discharge of his duties. 

it was our desire to have an office in the capitol building, 
and with that view we examined all the vacant rooms, but 
found no room lower than the third story, which was in any 
respect sidtable for such an office. We concluded that, 
thrown into continued business contact with the public 
such as we would be, a room in the third story of the capitol 
would not be a very suitable place for our office, and certainly 
a very inconvenient one for the public. We further observed 
that the 19th section of said act, in express terms, makes an 
appropriation, amongst other thipgs, for "rent of office," 
showing, as we congtru^d it, that the. Legislature never in- 
tended that the CommisBion should be confined to selecting 
an offip^ at tii^ G^pito^, unle^ a, Sipit^^e pjom coftl'^ be 
foupd in that bui^^g fpr tl^t giij^o^e, l^te^i^^ ^ the Leg- 
islature had so i^i,t^n(igd, ^pr^.wpu]|d ^ej^^y ^ye been 



no appropriation to cover ^'rent of office." We therefore 
rented of Moses Bi^os., Agents, an office on Market Street, 
in the City of Montgomery, convenient to the business public, 
in the second story of a building, from the 9th day of March, 
1881, to the 1st day of October, 1882, at an agreed rental 
of $12.50, payable on or about the 1st of each month. 

A contract showing the terms of this renting was made 
and signed by the parties thereto in writing, a copy of which 
will be seen upon our minutes. The office thus selected is the 
best and cheapest that we could find suited for the purpose. 

On the 11th day of March, 1881, we sent out to each of the 
Rail Road Companies of the State a circular No. 1, of which 
the following is a copy : 

Office of Rail Road Commission of Alabama, 

Montgomery, Ala., March 11th, 1881. 

Circular Letter No. 1, 

Dear Sir — Pursuant to an act of the Legislature of Ala- 
bama, enacted at its recent session, entitled "An act to pro- 
vide for the regulation of Rail Road Companies and persons 
operating Rail Roads in this State," the under signed as Com- 
missioners under said act, xespectfuUy request of you the 

information hereinafter set forth pertaining to the 

Rail Road Company, 

of which you are to-wit: 

1. A copy of the local passenger tariff. 

2. A copy of the local freight rates and classifications. 

3. A copy of all special rates. 

4. The proportion received on different through passen- 
ger rates as existing at this time. 

5. The proportion received on different through freight 
rates with classifications as existing at this time. 

6. A copy of all rules and regulations for the receipt and 
delivery of freight. 

7. A copy of all rules and regulations governing agents 
in the sale of tickets. 
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The above information to cover all charges for transport- 
ation of persons and freight over the line of the said 

Rail Road within the limits of the 

State of Alabama. If the tariffs above requested do not show 
the distance between each of the stations along the lines of 
said Rail Road within the limits of the State of Alabama , 
then we request that you will furnish us a statement show- 
ing the name of every such station, and the distance between 
every such station; and also whether the charges of fares 
and freight rates are in any particular arbitrary, and if so, 
to what extent ? or whether such fares and freight rates are 
based on mileage. 

8. A copy of pamphlet compilation, if any such you 
have, of the charter of each of the Rail Road Companies 
chartered by the Legislature of Alabama, and the lines of 

which are now operated by the 

Rail Road Company, and all acts amendatory to each of said 
charters, and a copy of all leases or contracts, if any, under 
which said Rail Road is operated in Alabama ; also a copy of 
all contracts or agreements, if any, for transportation with 
Express, Sleeping Car, or other Companies to which the said 
Rail Road is a party. 

9. A copy of all printed, written or other regulations 

under which said Rail Road Company 

is now operating freight and passenger trains within the 
State of Alabama; also, a statement from you showing 
whether any power brakes are used in operating passenger 
trains on said Rail Road, and if so, what kind ? also, includ- 
ed in said statement, the number of brakemen employed 
respectively on passenger and freight trains, and upon what 
basis the number of said brakemen is regulated. 

10. The aggregate amount of paid up capital and pre- 
ferred stock of said Rail Road Company, the 

name and residence of each stockholder, and the amount 
owned by each, also the aggregate amount of the bonded and 
floating debt of said Rail Road Company. 



At an early date, of which you will hereafter be informed^ 
and your convenience consulted, we will request your pres- 
ence for the purpose of discussing arid considering the tariffs 
herein mentioned. We further request that without further 
notice, you will furnish us with any changes of rates, pass- 
engers and freight, that may from time to time be made 
between the period when you furnish us the tariffs as here- 
inbefore requested, and the time when the same will be con- 
sidered by us with your presence as above indicated. 

An early reply to this circular letter is respectfully request- 
ed. 

Yours respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG, Pres't. 
JAMES CROOK, 
CHAS. P. BALL, 
Associate R. R. Commissioners of Ala. 



Some of the rail road companies furnished the informa- 
tion called for by this circular promptly, but others did not 
furnish it until about the first of June, and some of those 
who did furnish it, did so under protest, denying the right of 
the State to call for such information from them. 

*0n the 11th day of March, 1881, we sent out to each of 
the rail road companies of the State a circular, calling upon 
them to report accidents attended by serious personal injury, 
of which the following is a copy : 

CirGular Letter No, 2, 
Office of Rail Road Commission of Alabama, 

MoNTOOMERY, Ala., Marcli 11, 1881. 

Dear Sir — Your attention is respectfully invited to sec- 
tion 26 of an act, entitled " An act to provide for the regu- 
lation of Rail Road Companies and persons operating Rail 
Roads in this State," enacted by the Legislature of Alabama 



at its recent session, and you are requested to give the notice 
therein provided, as required by said section, to the under- 
signed at Montgomery, Ala. 

Yours respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG, Pres't, 
JAMES CROOK, 
CHAS. P. BALL, 
Associate Commissioners of R. R. of Ala. 



In obedience to section 31 of the act to provide for the 
regulation of rail road companies and persons operating rail 
roads in this State, on the 14th day of March, 1881, by cir- 
cular of that date, numbered 3, and sent to each of the Rail 
Road Commissions in each State of the Union having a Rail 
Road Commission, we opened a correspondence with them 
relative to having a Convention of Rail Road Commissioners 
for the purposes mentioned in said 31st section, and the fol- 
lowing is a copy of said Circular No. 3 : 

Circular Letter No, 3, 

Office of Rail Road Commission of Alabama, 

Montgomery, Ala., March 14, 1881., 

To the Hon, Rail Road Commission 

of the State of Maine, Augusta, Me, : 

Gentlemen — By act of the Legislature of the State of Ala- 
bama, approved February 26th, 1881, a Rail Road Commis- 
sion was provided for, and the undersigned have been elected 
such Commissioners. The 31st section of this act provides : 
" It shall be the duty of the Rail Road Commission, by cor- 
respondence, convention, or otherwise, to confer with the 
Rail Road Commissioners of other States of the Union, and 
with such petsons from States having no Rail Road Commis- 
sioners as the Governors of said States may Appoint, for the 
purpose of agreeing, if practicable, upon a draft of statutes 
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to be submitted to the Legislature of each State, which shall 
secure such uniform control of rail road transportation in the 
several States, aiid from one State into and through another 
State, as will best subserve the interest of trade and com- 
merce of the whole country; and said Commission shall 
include in their annual report to the Governor, an abstract 
of the proceedings of any such conference or convention." 

In obedience to this provision of the law, we respectfully 
invite your attention to what it contemplates, and beg leave 
to ask an early expression of your views respecting it. It has 
occurred to us that such a convention, held at some point 
that may be agreed upon, like, for instance, Louisville, Ky., 
in the month of June or July next, might be productive of 
good in many respects. 

We will send you a copy of the Alabama Commission law 
at an early day, as soon as we can have it printed in proper 
form for that purpose. We will thank you to send us, as 
early as may be convenient, any pamphlet information or 
other printed matter, showing what the law is under which 
you are acting, and its practical working ; and we will, from 
time to time, furnish you like documents showing the work- 
ing of the Alabama law. 

A communication like tliis will be sent by us to each of 
the .States having Kail Road Commissions, and we will also 
communicate with Governors of States having no Rail Road 
Commission, as required by the statute under which we are 
acting, and will take pleasure in informing you of the result 
of such correspondence on the subject of having' a conven- 
tion. 

An early reply will oblige 

Yours respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG, Pres't, 
JAS. CROOK, 
CHAS. P.. BALL, 
Associate R. R. Commissioners of Ala. 
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As required by said 31st section, we also opened corres- 
pondence with the Governors of each State of the Union 
having no Rail Road Commissions relative to having such a 
convention as is contemplated by said section, and on the 
15tli day of March, 1881, we wrote a circular letter to each 
of said Governors, of which the following is a copy : 

Office of Rail Road Commission of Ala. 

Montgomery Ala., March 15th 1881. 

To His Exoellency^ Hon. T. J. Churchhill^ 

Governor of Arkansas^ Little Rock, Arkansas : 

Dear Sir : — By act of the Fegislature of the State of Ala- 
bama, approved February 26th 1881, a Rail Road Commission 
was provided for, and the undersigned have been elected 
such Commissioners. The 31st section of this act provides. 
" It shall be the duty of the Rail Road Commission by cor- 
respondence, convention or otherwise, to confer with the 
Rail Road Commissioners of other States of the Union and 
with such persons from States having no Rail Road Commis- 
sioners as the Governor of such States may appoint, for the 
purpose of agreeing, if practicable, upon a draft of statutes to 
be submitted to the Legislature of each State, which shall 
secure such uniform control of Rail Road transportation in 
the several States, and from one State into or through 
another State, as will best subserve the interest of trade and 
commerce of the whole country : And said Commission 
shall include in their annual report to the Governor an 
abstract of the proceedings of any such conference or con- 
vention. 

In obedience to this provision of the law, we respectfully 
invite your attention to what it contemplates, and beg leave 
to request an expression of your views respecting it, as early 
as may be convenient. It is believed by those who have 
given the movement some consideration that such a conven- 
tion, held at some point tlmt may be agreed upon, like, for 
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instance, Louisville, Ky.. in the month of June and July next, 
might be productive of good in many respects. 
Your respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG Pres't, 
JAS. CROOK, 
CHAS. P. BALL, 
Associate R. R. Commissioner s. of Ala. 



On the 14th of April, 1881, with a view of expediting the 
forwarding of the information called for in Circular No. 1, 
we mailed to each of the Rail Road Companies of this State 
circular number 4, of which the following is a copy. 

Circular Letter No, 4- 

Office of Rail Road Com^hssion of Ala., 

Montgomery Ala., April 14th, 1881. 

Debr Sir — I fully appreciate the labor and difficulties of 
promptly furnishing the information called for by Circular 
Letter No. 1, of date March 11th, 1881, but as more than one 
month has elapsed since that letter was written, I again write 
for the purpose of calling your attention to it, and of 
respectfully requesting that you will furnish the informa- 
tion it calls for as early as you can. I will thank you to 
send the tariffs of your road, freight and passenger, and all 
special rates, and a copy of the charter of your company 
first, provided this will suit your convenience, and can wait 
longer as to the other matters, than we can well wait as to 
those herein named. 

Yours respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG, 

Pres't Rail Road Commission of Ala. 

A. M. Baldwin, Clerk. 
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We were aware that in the State of Georgia there was a 
very able Rail Koad Commission, composed of Ex-Governor 
James M. Smith, Hon. Campbell Wallace and Hon. Samuel 
Barnett who had for some time past been at work under a 
statute of that State, and as several very important rail 
roads extended from the State of Alabama into the State of 
Georgia, and were incorporated under the laws of each of 
these States, and questions of difficulty might probably arise 
as to freights over these lines being regulated in part in 
Alabama, and in part in Georgia, we deemed it advisable to 
have a conference with the Rail Road Commissioners of 
Georgia for the purpose of acquainting ourselves with the 
practical methods pursued by them as well as for the other 
purposes already named. With this view, we opened a cor- 
respondence with them, and having received a very courte- 
ous invitation to this effect, on the 11th day of April, 1881, 
we visited Atlanta, accompanied by our Clerk, Mr. Baldwin, 
for the purpose of having this conference with the Rail Road 
Commissioners of Georgia. We met them and their Clerk, 
Mr. R. A. Bacon, and remained in conference and consulta- 
tion with them for two days. They took pleasure in giv- 
ing to us all the information furnished by their office, and 
we feel greatly indebted to them for the benefits which we 
received from the visit. The cordial understanding thus 
established between the Rail Road Commissioners of Geor- 
gia, and Alabama has since continued, as we believe it will 
in the future, and has been productive of great good. 

On the 15th of April, 1881, we mailed to each of the rail 
road companies of this State a circular number 5, of which 
the following is a copy : 

Circular No. 5. 

Office o^ JRail Road Commission, 

Montgomery Ala., April 15th, 1881. 
Dear Sir — We will thank you to send us your two last 
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Annual Reports, If you cannot furnish the two last reports, 
please send us your last Annual Report. 
Yours respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG, Pres't, 
A. M. Baldwin, Clerk. 



Information having been sought at our office by tax asses- 
sors in reference to lands owned by Rail Road Commission- 
ers, with a view of obtaining such information for them, on 
the 7th day of May, 1881, by Circular Number 6, of that date, 
mailed to the Rail Road Comp^^nies of the State, we endeav- 
ored to elicit this information. The following is a copy of 
said circular: 

Circular Letter No, 6, 

Office oe Rail Road Commissioners of Alabama, 

MoNTGOMEEY, ALABAMA, May 7th, 1881. 

Dear Sir — I will thank you to send me at your earliest 

convenience a sta,tement showing lands owned by -the 

rail road company in. ea,ch of the counties, of Alabama in 
which it owns land, and the numbers and descriptipn of the 
lajid in, each pounty ; and which lands, by numbers and 
description, axe claiined by, the compafliy to baminei:al land|3. 
I d^ire this in one entire statement, but the l-a^ds in each 
cpigLBity. separated from thje lands bx pthei: cpwnties, and l^y 
H^ii^e of county in eaph iijistance. The mjinex^l lands to, be 
d,e§ignated in red ink. Statement; \ desire, svpm tp by the 
prppey officer of yoi^r cpmpa^^ familjiaj with th^e facts, befpre 
a notary, public. \ hpp6|^ JO}^ wijl furnish ine this ^t^te«i,pnt 
at your earliest c9Jiye.niB»>ce^ and oblige 

Yours respectfully, 

' W. Hi, B.RAGQ, 
President Rail Road Commission of Alabama. 
Per A. M. Baldwin, Clerk. 
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As already stated, some of the rail road companies of the 
State had protested against and denied the jurisdiction of the 
Rail Road Commission under their view of their charter 
rights, and their legal relations to the State of Alabama to 
call upon them to furnish the information named in Circular 
No. 1. It therefore became necessary on this account, as 
well as for many other causes, to investigate the charters^ 
amendments of charters, contracts and dealings of each 
rail road company with the State of Alabama. By a resolu- 
tion of the Rail Road Commission, the President was 
appointed to make this investigation and report to the Board. 
It was found to be a most laborious work. Very little infor^ 
mation could be obtained froifi most of the rail road com. 
panies on this subject, although such information was solic- 
ited from them in Circular number 1 as well as in Circular 
number 7. The following is a copy of Circular number 7 : 

Circular Letter No. 7. 

Office of Rail Road Commission of Ai^abama, 

Montgomery, Alabama, June 2nd, 1881. 

Dear Sir — Will you please be so kind as to get the 

attorney of your company, at his earliest convenience, to 

furnish me with citations showing in the Session Acts of 

what year of the General Assembly of Alabama, the original 

charter of your company will bfe found. Also, citation 

showing in what Session Acts of the General Assembly I will 

find all amendments which hava been made to the original 

charter of your company. By prompt attention to this 

matter you will very greatly oblige me and save me much 

labor; which I suppose the attorney of your company can 

furnish without any difficulty. An early reply is solicited. 

Yours respectfully, 

W. L. BRAGG, President. 
A. M. Baldwin, Clerk. 
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After a protracted and laborious investigation a report was 
made upon this subject by the President and adopted by the 
Board, and the following is a copy of this report, with 
the opinion of Hon. H. C. Tompkins, Attorney General of 
Alabama : 

Montgomery, Ala., July 5,1881. 

To the Railroad Commission of Alaiamxi : 

To arrive at what should be the practical operation of such 
a statute as the act entitled ^'An act to provide for the reg- 
ulation of Rail Road Companies and persons operating rail 
roads in this State," approved February 26 th, 1881^ it becomes 
a matter of primary importance to first reach what is a correct 
construction of that statute ; and to attain such a construction 
it becomes necessaiy to understand, amongst other things, the 
precise legal relations of the State to each of these rail road 
companies and persons, and their precise legal relations wdth 
the State, and as these relations have been defined by laws, 
charters, contracts and dealings, it is proper that all these 
should be examined and understood. 

This would seem to be particularly important in view of 
the 33d section of the act, which provides : 

"That nothing in this act contained shall be construed 
to aff*ect in any manner or degree the legal duties, rights 
and obligations of any rail road corporation or other person 
owning or operating any rail road in this State, or its legal 
liabilitity for the^ consequences of its neglect or mismanage- 
ment, whether adjudged by said commission to be reasonable, 
expedient and proper, or not. But when in any case any 
rail road corporation or person operating, owing or controll- 
ing any rail road in this State, has adopted the recommenda- 
tion or advice of the commission, proof of such fact shall be 
received in all courts or other proceedings at law, or in equity, 
or before any oflScer, as prima fade evidence that the thing 
done or Omitted to be done was right and proper." 

It also becomes necessary in the matter of revising the 
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tariff of these rail roads, aud particularly as two of them 
have given the commission notice that even in the simple 
matter of fuirnishing copies of their tariff and other informa- 
tion called for by the commission, they do not acknowledge 
the right of the commission to call upon them for such infor- 
mation, and in furnishing it do not mean to be understx)od as 
waiving any of their legal rights under their charter. 

In view of these considerations, and others that might be 
named, and pursuant to your directions, I have investigated 
these matters, and now make the following report. 

The construction of each of the several rail roads in this 
State was authorized by special charters, granted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Alabama, commencing in 1832 and ending 
in 1867, during a period when there was no reservation in ex- 
press terms of legislative control over these charters and 
companies, either in the constitution or general laws of the 
State, nor in any of the charters themselves, nor the many 
amendments to these charters No such express reservation 
in my opinion was necessary. It was a power which reserved 
itself in the nature of things. The government of this State 
has never been otherwise than a limited agency, created by 
the people for the exercise of public trusts and the perform- 
ance of public duties. This great truth has in every instance 
been solemnly asserted in each of the several Constitutions of 
the State of Alabama. All who have dealt with this govern- 
ment at any stage of its existence, or any of its departments, 
have been confronted with notice of the ejttent of its pow- 
ers. These powers, and especially that of legislation, are in 
their nature and essence incapable of Irrevocable surrender 
by barter, or gift at the hands of any Legislature or Governor 
to any private corporation or individual. When any of these 
powers, and notably that of legislation for the public good, 
have been yielded by one Legislature to any corporation, or 
individual, it has been a grant, every element of which 
denotes that it was done for the public good at the time, and 
^hpiuld co^itijnuse only imtil recalled, or mpcjified, or regulated 
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thereafter by the same, or any succeeding Legislature, when- 
ever the public welfare should demand any such course ; and 
whoever has taken the benefit of any such- grant, has assumed 
it subject to all these conditions. 

The power to regulate the the fares and freights of rail 
road companies is, essentially, a legislative power, or one 
to be exercised under legislative direction. These 
companies are public carriers. They transport a large pro- 
portion of the commerce of the country. Their roads are 
public highways, over which the public have the right to 
travel and transport property, upon the payment of a fair 
and reasonable compensation. To enable these highways to 
be constructed, the State granted a corporate franchise, added 
the power of eminent domain, and in most instances has con- 
tributed other aid still more valuable. If the State has the 
unquestioned power to regulate the tolls and charges of indi- 
viduals, such as millers, warehousemen and others, who have 
invested their property in such a business as that the public 
are deemed to have an interest in it, of a character to author- 
ize legislation for the protection of the public, it would seem 
to be strange, indeed, if the State has not such power as this 
in the case of rail roads. It is no argument against the 
existence of such a power that the State did not see proper 
to exercise it during a period of more than thirty years, 
for no governmental power ever yet was lost by not being 
exercised. 

I am aware that there are decisions of courts in this coun- 
try which seem to be in conflict with some of the views I 
have here expressed, but from a careful examination of these 
decisions, I am led to the conclusion that it is a more appar- 
ent than real conflict, especially so far as they may be said 
to have any application to the charters of rail road com- 
panies ; and I think this is as true of the noted Dartmouth 
College case as any other. 

The charters of these rail road companies, to which I have 

2 
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referred, were in a high degree liberal in all their provisions. 
Omitting other features, I have compiled so much of them as 
relates to fares and freights, and sulimit the same for yoUr 
consideration. 

The several charters of the Selma and Greensboro Rail 

Road Company are recited in the acts of 1868, pp. 566-573, 
from which it appears that the power of this company to col- 
lect fares and freights was originally in these words : 

" Section 9. That the said company shall be vested with 
the right and power of exacting and receiving such toll for 
transportation of property or persons as they may require - 
Provided, that a tariff of tolls shall be annually established 
and published at each depot on said road, for the information 
of the public, which shall not be changed oftener than once a 
year." Subsequently this was altered by the Legislature in 
the acts of 1868, p. 578, as follows : " Section 15. That the 
company shall be entitled to receive such compensation for 
the transportation of freight and out passengers as the Presi- 
dent and Direjctors may prescribe, not to exceed five (5) cents 
per mile for the transportation of passengers." 

The Selma, Rome & Dalton Rail Road Company, now 
known as the Selma Division of the E. T. Va. & Ga. R. R 
Co., was chartered on the 4th day March, 1848, (see Session 
Acts of 1847-8, pp. 265 to 270,) and its power ta levy tolls 
and rates was thus conferred : 

" Section 16.' That after the completion of said road, or any 
part thereof, the said President and Directors may levy and 
collect tolls from all persons, property, merchandise and 
other commodity transported thereon ; Provided, the net 
profits of said road shall never exceed twenty-five per cent, 
per annum." 

The Montgomery & West Point Rail Road Company, now 
known as being part of the Western Rail Road of Alabama 
was chartered on the 15th day January, 1834, and its power 
to levy and collect fares and freights is thus conferred : 

" Section 16. That after the completion of said rail road. 
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or any part thereof, the said President and Directors may lay 
and collect tolls from all persons, property, merchandise or 
other commodities transported thereon ; Provided ; that the 
said company shall not charge for transportation on said road 
more than at the rate of fifty (50) cents per hundred weight "- 
for every hundred miles, and at the same rate for a greater 
or less distance, nor more than six (6) cents for every pas- 
senger per mile." See Session Acts of 1834, pp. 123-124. 

The Alabama Central Rail Road Company, now known as 
a part of the East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia combina- 
tion, was originally chartered on the 7th day of February, 
1850, see Session Acts of 1850, pp. 159-167, audits power to 
collect fares and freights was conferred in this language : 

'' Section 16. That it shall be lawful for the company 
hereby incorporated from time to time to fix and regulate the 
toll and charges by them to be received from transportation 
of persons or property on their rail road, or way, hereby 
authorized to be constructed, erected, built, or used, or upon 
any part thereof." 

The original charter of the Mobile and Montgomery Rail- 
way Company, formed by the consolidation of the Alabama 
and Florida Rail Road Company and the Mobile and Great 
Northern Rail Road Company, is found in the charters of 
these companies, approved February 11th, 1850, Februai^y 
15th, 1856. By its charter, the Alabama and Florida Rail 
Road Company had power to cellect fares and freights as 
follows : 

'* Section 15. That after the completion of said road, or any 
part thereof, the said President and Directors may lay and 
collect tolls from all persons, property, merchandise and 
other commodity transported thereon ; Provided, the net 
profit of said road shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent, 
per annum." 

By its charter the Mobile and Great Northern Rail Road 
Company was clothed with the following power : 

*' Section 17. That the Directors shall have full power to 
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establish such rates of tolls for the conveyance of persons 
and property upon the rail road as they shall from time to 
time deem proper, and to levy and collect the same for the 
use of said company. All matters and things respecting the 
use of said rail road and the conveyance of passengers and 
property shall be in conformity to such rules and regulations 
as said Board of Directors shall, from time to time, deter- 
mine." The acts providing for the consolidation of these 
companies were approved August 6th, 1868, and December 
28th, 1868. By the 4th section of the act of August 5th, 
1868, it is provided, that "all the rights, privileges, property 
and franchises, not inconsistent with those granted by this 
act and which have been given, granted and confirmed to 
each of said companies, are given, granted and confirmed to 
the Mobile and Montgomery Rail Road Company." 

By the act of January 21st, 1850, Session Acts 1849 and 
'50, pp. 171, 172, the right of way was granted by the Legis- 
lature of Alabama to the Nashville and Chattanooga Rail 
Road Company. This corporation was chartered by the 
Legislature of Tennessee, and section 14 of its charter pro- 
vides. 

" The company shall have the exclusive right of transpor- 
tation or conveyance of persons, goods, merchandise and pro- 
duce over the said rail road by them to be constructed ; Pro- 
vided, that the charge of transportation or conveyance shall 
not exceed thirty-five (35) cents per one hundred pounds on 
heavy articles, and ten cents par cubic foot on articles of 
measurement, for every hundred miles, and five cents a mile 
for every passenger : and provided, also, that the said com- 
pany may, when they see fit, farm out their rights of trans- 
portation on said road, subject to the rates above mentioned." 
This company was consolidated with the Nashville and North- 
western Rail Road Company pursuant to an act of the Leg- 
islature of Tennessee, under the name of the Nashville, Chat- 
tanooga and St. Louis Railway Company. 

The Memphis and Charleston Rail Road Company was 
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chartered by the Legislature of Alabama, January 7, 1850, 
(see Session Acts of 1850, pp. 183-185.) This company had 
previously been chartered in the State of Tennessee on the 
2d of February, 1846, the 14th section of the Tennessee char- 
ter being identically the same as that of the Nashville and 
Chattanooga Rail Road Company, above recited, as to fares 
and freights. The statute incorporating it in Alabama gives 
it the same rights, powers, privileges, liabilities and restric- 
tions, as is provided by its Tennessee charter ; and in addi- 
tion, section 6 provides : 

" That said company shall not charge for the transporta- 
tion of persons or property any higher rates on one part than 
on another of said road ; but that tolls shall be equal and 
uniform on every part of said road for articles of the same 
description, whether passing in the one direction or the 
other." 

The Nashville and Decatur Rail Road Company was 
formed by the consolidation of the Tennessee and Alabama 
Central Rail Road Company, an Alabama corporation, char- 
tered on the 9th day of December, 1853; and the Central 
Southern and Tennessee and Alabama Rail Road Company, 
chartered by the State of Tennessee. The act providing for 
the consolidation of these two companies was approved by 
the Legislature of Alabama on the 19th of February, 1867. 
The 20th section of the act of December 19th, 1853, charter- 
ing the Tennessee and Alabama Central Rail Road Com- 
pany, provides : ^' That aft«r the completion of said road, or 
any part thereof, the said President and Directors may levy 
and collect tolls from all persons, property, merchandise, and 
other commodity transported thereon ; Provided, the net 
profits of said road shall never exceed twenty-five per cent, 
per annum. 

The South and North Alabama Rail Road Company was 
chartered by act of the Legislature of Alabama, approved 
February 17th, 1854, which was amended by act of August 
5th, 1868, '(Session Acts of 1868, p. 82,) the 5th section o 
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which last named act, amongst other things, provides, '«•*** 
And that upon the completion of any part the President and 
Directors may levy and collect tolls thereon from all persons, 
property, merchandise, and other commodities transported 
thereon.'- This last provision also occurs in the act amenda- 
tory of the charter of said rail road company, approved 
March 20th, 1875. By an act approved December 30th, 1868, 
the same rights, privileges, franchises and immunities were 
given this company, as those enjoyed by the Nashville and 
Decatur Eail Road Company. 

The original charter of the Mobile & Ohio Rail Road Com- 
pany is found in an act of the Legislature of Alabama 
approved February 3d, 1838, the 12th section of which pro- 
vides : " That it shall be lawful for the company hereby 
incorporated from time to time to fix, regulate and receive 
the tolls and charges by them to be received for transporta- 
tion of persons or property on their rail road or way afore- 
said, hereby authorized to be constructed, erected, built or 
used, or upou any part thereof." 

The original charter of the East Alabama Railway Com- 
X-)any is in the act of February. 9th, 1847, (Session Acts of 
1847-8, pp. 257-261,) the 15th section of which provides : 
^' That after the completion of the said road or any part 
thereof, the said President and Directors may lay and collect . 
toll from all persons, property, merchandise or other com- 
modities transported thereon." 

The original charter of the Mobile & Girard Rail Road 
Company is in an act, approved January 21, 1846, the 16th 
section of which provided: " That after the completion of 
said road, or any part thereof, the said President and Direc- 
tors may lay and collect tolls from all persons, property, 
merchandise or other commodities transported thereon ; Pro- 
vided, that the said company shall not charge for transport- 
ing on said road more than the rate of one-half of one cent 
per mile for every hundred weight, nor more than six cents 
for every passenger per mile." This clause was repealed by 
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the act of January 23, 1866, which in the repealing clause 
enacts : " That nothing herein contained shall prevent any 
future Legislature of this State from repealing, altering or 
ameuding this act so far as to reduce the rate of mileage and 
transportation on said road." 

The charter of the Western Rail Road Company of Ala- 
bama is found in the act of February 23d, 1860, the 25th 
section of which provides : " That after the completion of 
any part of said road, or the purchase of any road to be 
purchased by the provisions of this act, the said 
Western Rail Road Company may levy and collect 
tolls thereon, from all persons, and for all property, 
merchandise and other commodities transported thereon, 
and said company may contract for the transportation of the 
mail, and for the exclusive right to use their passenger trains 
for expressing goods, wares, merchandise and money." This 
charter also provided for the purchase of the property of the 
Montgomery and West Point Rail Road Company by the 
Western Rail Road Company, and that the Montgomery 
and West Point Rail Road Company, in that event, should 
surrender its franchise to the State, which purchase and sur- 
render subsequently occurred. 

The first charter of the Opelika and Talladega Rail Road 
Company is in an act approved February 9th, 1854 — see 
Session Acts 1854, pp. 460-464, the 14th section of which 
provides : " That after the completion of said road, or any 
part thereof, the President may lay and collect tolls from 
all persons, property, merchandise and all other commodity 
transported thereon : Provided, the net proceeds thereon 
shall not exceed 25 per cent, per annum." Subsequently, by 
act approved December 9th, 1859, (Session Acts of 1859, pp. 
231-236,) another charter was granted, which contains no 
specific provision as to levy of tolls and freights. This was 
afterwards known as the Savanah and Memphis Rail Road 
Company, and is now known as the Columbus and Western 
Railway Company. 
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The Alabama & Chattanooga Railway Company wa&: 
formed by a consolidation of the Northeast ^ Southwest 
Rail Road Company and the Wills Valley Rail Road Com- 
pany, and is now known as the Alabama Great Southern 
Rail Road Company. The charter of the Northeast & 
Southwest Rail Road Company is in the Session Acts of 
1853, pp, 270-280, approved December 1% 1853, the 27th 
section of which provides : " That it shall be lawful for the 
company hereby incorporated, from time to time, to fix, reg- 
ulate, and collect the toll and charges by them to be received 
for transportation of persons or property upon the rail road 
or way aforesaid, hereby authorized to be constructed, erect- 
ed, built or used, or upon anypart thereof." The charter of 
the Wills Valley Rail Road Company is in the act approved 
February 10, 1852, (Session Acts 1852, pp. 195-200,) the 15th 
section of which provides : " That after the completion of 
said road, or any part thereof, the said President and Direc- 
tors may levy and collect toll from all persons, property, 
merchandise and other commodities transported thereon ; 
Provided, the net profits of said road shall never exceed 
twenty-five per cent per annum." 

The Selma & Gulf Rail Road Company, now known as the 
Pensacola & Selma Rail Road Company, was chartered by 
the act of January 30th, 1858, (Session Acts of 1857-58 pp. 
171-179,) the 16th section of which provides : "That the 
directory shall have power to establish such rates of toll for 
the conveyance of persons and property upon the rail road 
as they shall from time to time deem proper, and to levy 
and collect the same for the use of said company." 

The charter of the Montgomery & Eufaula Rail Road 
Company is in an act approved January 15th, 1860,|(Session 
Acts of 1859-60, pp. 224-231,) the 12th section of which pro- 
vides : " That it shall be lawful for the company hereby 
incorporated, from time to time to fix, regulate, and receive 
the toll and charges by them to be received for transporta- 
tion of persons or property on their rail road or way afore^ 



25 

said, hereby authorized to be constructed, erected, built or 
used, or upon any part thereof." 

The charter of the Mobile and Alabama Grand Trunk 
Rail Road Co., was approved February 23d, 1865, (Session 
Acts of 1865-6, pp. 405-414,) the 18th section of which pro- 
vides: "That the directory of said company shall have 
power to establish such rates of tolls for the conveyance of 
persons and property upon the rail road and branches as 
they shall from time to time deem proper, and to levy and 
collect the same for the use of said company. All matters 
and things respecting the use of said rail road and branches, 
and the conveyance of passengers and property shall be in 
conformity to such rules and regulations as said Board of 
Directors shall from time to time determine." This road is 
not now in operation. 

The charter of the Vicksburg and Brunswick Rail Road 
Company is in an act of the Legislature approved January 
22, 1867, (Session Acts of 1866-8, pp. 188, 295,) the 22d sec- 
tion of which provides : " That after the completion of any 
part of said road, the said Vicksburg & Brunswick Rail Road 
Company may levy and collect tolls on and from all persons, 
and for all property, merchandise, and other commodity 
transported thereon, and said company may contract for the 
transportation of the mail, and for the exclusive right to use 
their passenger trains for expressing goods, wares, merchan- 
dise and money." 

The charter of the Tuskegee Rail Road Company, which 
is a narrow guage road, was approved February 20th, I860, 
(Session Acts of 1859-60, pp. 285,) 291, the 13th section of 
which provides : " That after the construction of said rail 
road, or any part thereof, the company may collect toll 
from any person who may ride thereon or transport mer- 
chandise or any commodity, thing, or property thereon." 

/ The charter of the New Orleans and Selma Rail Road 
Company is in the act approved February 23d, 1866, (Session 
Acts of 1865-66, pp, 236-243, the 22d section of which pro- 
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vides : *' That after the completion of any part of said road, 
the said New Orleans and Selma Rail Road Company may 
levy and collect tolls of, and from, all persons and from all 
property, merchandise, and other commodity transported, 
thereon, and said company may contract for the transporta- 
tion of the mail, and for the the exclusive right to use their 
passenger trains for expressing goods, wares, merchandise 
and money." This was subsequently amended by act of 
December 22d, 1868, (Session Acts of 1868, pp. 424-427,) and 
name changed to New Orleans, Selma and Immigrstnt Asso- 
ciation. 

The charter of the New Orleans, Mobile & Chattnnooga 
Rail Road Company, now known as the New Orleans, Mo- 
bile & Texas Rail Road Company, was approved November 
24, 1866, (Session Acts of 1866-7, p. 7,) the 2d, section of 
which, among othes things, provides : ****'. to take, 
transport, carry and convey persons and property upon said 
rail roads, or either of them, by power of steam or by any 
other power, and to receive for such transportation, carriage 
and conveyance such tolls and charges as shall be, from 
time to time, established, fixed and regulated by the direc- 
tors of said corporation." 

The foregoing represents the charters of each of the com- 
panies named now in operation in this State, as the same 
stood unaffected by any legislation of the year 1867, or sub- 
sequently, or by any contracts or dealings with the State of 
Alabama. 

In the Constitution of 1808, article XIII, section 1, it is 
provided : " Corporations may be formed under general laws, 
but shall not be created by special act, except for municipal 
purposes. All general laws passed pursuant to this section 
may be altered, amended or repealed." Prior to this, by act 
approved February 19, 1867, authorizing State endorsement 
of bonds of rail road companies, it was provided by section 
12 : " That the President of the company shall make a semi- 
annual report, under oath, to the Governor until the com- 
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pletion of said road, setting forth fully the condition of the 
road and company, and after its completion he shall report 
to the Governor annually, showing the financial condition of 
the company, giving a statement of the trade and travel 
upon the road, the receipts and expenditures, net earnings 
and dividends, and what per cent, is paid on the stock to the 
stockholders ; and said report shall be laid before the Gov- 
ernor thirty days before the annual assembling of the Legis- 
lature of the State for its action." 

The 20th section of the same act provides : " That in all 
cases where bonds are endorsed by the Governor in behalf of 
the State, for any of said rail road companies, under the 
provisions of this act, the State of Alabama shall be entitled 
to two Directors, to be appointed by the Governor of the 
State." 

By the 15th section of an act approved February 21st, 
1870, (Session Acts 1870-71, p. 157,) it is provided: "That 
as a condition on which the aid is granted by this act, the 
several rail road companies shall not charge more than four 
cents per mile for each passenger traveling over the lines, 
and shall not charge more than twenty-five per cent, higher 
rates for carrying local freight than they will for carrying 
through freight; nor shall they discriminate unfavorably 
against any citizen of Alabama in respect of any of the ben- 
efits or privileges of their roads." 

According to the records in the Governor's office, the fol- 
lowing companies received the benefits of this last named 
act : 

South and North Rail Road Company. 

East Alabama and Cincinnati Rail Road Company. 

Montgomery and Eufaula Rail Road Company. 

Mobile and Alabama Grand Trunk Rail Road Company. 

Mobile and Montgomery Rail Road Company. 

Selma and New Orleans Rail Road Company. 

Selma and Gulf Rail Road Company. 

Savannah and Memi)his Rail Road Company. 
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By the act approved April 19th, 1873, to regulate the 
charges for transportation of freight upon Rail Roads in this 
State, passenger rates were fixed at five cents per mile, and 
one-half cent per mile additional allowed where the passen- 
ger pays fare to the Conductor on the train. Each ticket 
ofiice to be kept open for one hour immediately preceding 
the departure of each passenger train. Charges for local 
freight not to be more than fifty per cent, above the rates on 
through freight. 

With a slight change of phraseology, the first section of 
Article XIV, section 1, of the present Coustitution of Ala- 
bama, is in substance the same as the provision above quoted 
from the Constitution of 1868. 

Sections 21 to 25 of Article XIV of the present Constitu- 
tion of Alabama, relating to rail roads and canals, are too 
familiar to need more than a passing reference. By act of 
February, 1879, (Session Acts of 1878-79, pp. 75-6,) it is 
in substance enacted that at any city or town of not less 
than two thousand inhabitants, and in which there is daily 
mail delivery, rail road companies are required to notify 
consignees of the arrival of freight within twenty-four hours 
after the arrival of such freight. In the Session Acts of 
1880-81, p. 95, it is in substance enacted that rail road trains 
are required to stop at depots or stations. 

In the case of the Mobile & Montgomery Rail Road Com- 
pany against Steiner and McGehee & Co., (61 Ala. p. 563,) 
the Supreme Court of Alabama construing the above pro- 
visions of the Constitution of Alabama of 1868, the act loan- 
ing the credit of the State to the Mobile and Montgomery 
Rail Road Company and the act providing for purchasers of 
rail road companies being incorporated under the general 
law, decide in substance the following propositions : 

1. That a transaction by which a Rail Road Company, in 
consideration of State aid, concedes legislative control is 
binding upon the company, and to that extent a modification 
of its charter. 
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2. That all companies formed by purchase of rail roads 
since the Constitution of 1868 went into operation, are new 
companies and subject to legislative control. 

Under these rules, laid down by the Supreme Court, the 
following companies are new corporations, as appears by 
their declarations to that effect in the Secretary of State's 
office. 

Alabama Great Southern Kail Road Company, articles of 
incorporation filed in Secretary of State's office December 
29, 1877. 

Mobile and Montgomery Railway Company, articles of 
incorporation filed in. Secretary of State's office April 21st, 
1875. 

Montgomery and Eufaula Rail Road Company, articles of 
incorporation filed in the Secretary of State's office June 
6th, 1879. 

Columbus and Western Rail Road Company, articles of 
incorporation filed in the Secretary of State's office June 
22d, 1880. 

East Alabama Railway Company, articles of incorpora- 
tion filed in the Secretary of State's office June 12th, 1880. 

Selma and Greensboro Rail Road Company, articles of 
incorporation filed in the Secretary of State's office Decem- 
ber 2d, 1878. 

New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Rail Road Company, arti- 
cles of incorporation filed in the Secretary of State's office 
Mav 7 th, 1880. 

Pensacola and Selma Rail Road Company, articles of 
incorporation filed in the Secretary of State's office June 
22d, 1871. 

The Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis Railway Com- 
pany is also a new corporation. This company was formed 
in the following manner : In 1872 there was a sale of the 
Nashville and Northwestern Rail Road by the State of Ten- 
nessee, and it was purchased by the Nashville and Chatta- 
nooga Rail Road Company. The name of the Nashville and 
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Chattanooga Rail Road Company was thereupon consoli- 
dated and changed to the Nashville, Chattanooga and St. 
Louis Railway Company, by a decree of the Chancery Court 
in Tennessee, upon a petition of the Board of Directors of 
the Nashville and Chattanooga Rail Road Compan3\ This 
new company has filed no articles of incorpoi*ation in Ala- 
bama, but that it is a new corporation, see Rail Road Co. v. 
Georgia, 98 U. S. C. Rep. p. 359 ; see, also. Mobile and Mont- 
gomery Railway Company v. Steiner, McGehee& Co., 61 Ala. 
563. However it may be in Tennessee, this is a new Corpo- 
ration as I understand it, under the laws of Alabama. 

By section 25 of Article XIV of the present Constitution, 
of Alabama it is provided : 

"No rail road, canal or other transportation company in 
existance at the time of the ratification of this Constitu- 
tion, shall have the benefit of any future legislation by gen- 
eral or special laws, other than in execution of a trust cre- 
ated by law or by contract, except on the condition of com- 
plete acceptance of all the provisions of this article.'* 

On page 278, (Session Acts of 1876-1877,) the Legisla- 
ture enacted a law^ authorizing the Mobile and Girard Bail 
Road Company to issue bonds and execute mortgages. 

Three of the above named Rail Roads are now owned and 
operated in the following manner : 

Wm. M. Wadley, of Savannah, Georgia, is the owner and 
proprietor of the Vicksburg & Brunswick Rail Road, and the 
Central Rail Road and Banking Company, of Georgia, and 
the Georgia Rail Road and Banking Company, owners and 
proprietors of the Western Rail Road of Alabama. Mr. Wad- 
ley, became the owner of the Vicksburg & Brunswick Rail 
Road at a sale and by purchase of the same, since the act of 
the Legislature providing for such sales and purchases ; and 
this is true also of the Central Rail Road & Banking Com- 
pany, of Georgia, and the Georgia Rail Road and Banking 
Company, in reflerence to the Western Rail Road of Ala- 
abama, and also, of the Selma, Rome & Dalton Rail Road, 
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• 

acquired by purchase, by the East Tennessee, Virginia & 
Georgia Rail Road Company. Neither of these purchasers 
have re-incorporated under the statutes of this State. 

A remark appli^csable to each of the charters of every rail 
road company referred to in this report, independant of any 
transactions they have had with the State, or of any amend- 
ments of their charters by the State, or of any legislative con- 
trol assumed over them by the State to which they have 
assented, is that the power to fix fares and freights originally 
given to each of these companies in their charters means that 
such fares and freights when fixed by them shall be a reason- 
able compensation, and nothing more. Such a grant of power 
i s not a contract which excludes the Legislature from after- 
wards regulating these fares and freights, or providing that 
the same may be done, as in this instance, by a Commis- 
sion.— See 91 Illinois Rep. 256 ; 95 Illinois Rep. 313 . 

The rule is well settled that any amendments of the char 
ter of a company, made by the Legislature, becomes binding 
by the assent of the company, even if such amendments im- 
pair the obligation of a contract involved in the grant of the 
charter, and such assent of the company may be implied, as 
well as formally expressed. Such amendments can be and 
are made, when such is the intention of the Legislature, by 
general as well as special laws. It will be observed that the 
General Assembly has exercised this power repeatedly and 
in numerous instances, from the citations of statutes made in 
this report, regulating fares and freights in rail roads as 
well as in other respects. 

I conclude, therefore, and so report, that the power con. 
ferred upon this Commission by the Legislature to revise the 
tariff's of rail road companies, in the manner prescribed by 
the act, is not one which is limited or restricted by anything 
contained in any of the charters of these companies; and that 
it is the duty of this Commission to revise these tariffs, fixing 
such fares and freights as in every instance will be reason- 
able compensation for the service performed. In the course 



32 

of my investigation, I examined every transaction which 
ever occurred between any rail road company and the State 
but have deemed it unnecessary for the present to enter into 
any recapitulation of these, because they would make the 
report too voluminous. 

W. L. BRAGG, 
Pres't R. R. Commission of Ala. 



Statk op Alabama, 

Office of Attorney-General, 

Montgomery, Ala., July 8, 1881, 

Hon. W. L, Bragg^ President Rail Road Ormmission : 

Dear Sir — At your request, I have read with some degree 
of care the report prepared by you to be submitted to the Rail 
Road Commission as to the duties and powers of that Board 
under the provisions of the act constituting the same and 
regulating and prescribing its duties, approved February 26th 
1881. I fully concur with you in your conclusion, under that 
act to revise the tariflfs of the several rail road companies, 
in the manner prescribed by^the act, and that this duty is 
in no way affected by anything contained in any of the sev- 
eral charters of the companies. It may not be out of place 
for me to add that I also most heartily endorse your views 
upon the question of the power of one Legislature to make 
to persons or corporations an irrevocable grant, which 
would limit or restrict the right of subsequent Legislatures 
to legislate for the public good. As is said by Chief Justice 
Waite, in Stone vs. Mississippi, 101 U. S. on page 820, "The 
people, in their sovereign capacity, have established their 
agencies for the preservation of the public health and the 
public morals, and the protection of public and private rights. 
These several agencies can govern according to their dis- 
cretion, if within the scope of their general authority, while 
in power ; but they cannot give away, nor sell the discretion 
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of those that are to come after them, in respect to matters 
the government of which, from the very nature of things, 
must 'vary with varying circumstances.' " One Legislature 
cannot possibly have the right, by a grant to an individual 
or corporation, to prevent a subsequent legislature from 
passing such laws as may be necessary to protect the citizen 
from the oppression, extortion or injustice of such individ- 
ual or corporation. 

Very truly yours, 

Henry C. Tompkins, 

Attorney-General . 



Complaints having been made against some of the rail 
road companies of the State on alleged ground of extortion 
and overcharges, and other matters involving injury to the 
citizen, it became necessary to construe the act approved 
February 26th, 1881, providing for the regulation of rail 
road companies and persons operating rail roads in this 
State, to determine how far, and to what extent, if any, it 
was the duty of the Rail Road Commission to take action 
in these matters; and accordingly, under the direction of 
the Commission, the President examined these questions 
and prepared a report upon this subject which received the 
written concurrence of Hon. H. C. Tompkins, Attorney- 
General of Alabama, and which report was adopted by the 
Board of Rail Road Commissioners. This report was as 
follows : 

Montgomery, Ala., June 9th, 1881. 

* 

To the Honorable Rail Road Commission 

of the State of Alabama : 

Complaints against rail road companies on alleged grounds 
of extortion and other matters involving injury to the citizen 
have become so frequent to the Rail Road Commissioners, 
3 
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that I have felt it my duty to carefully examine and con- 
sider what course under the law w*e are required to pursue 
in such cases : 

The statute creating the Rail Road Commission, approved 
February 26th, 1881, in sectioni 15 and 16 contemplates a 
revision of tariffs of rail road cotfipanies, and complaints 
against these tariffs as revised ; and the inclination of my 
opinion, heretofore expressed as you know, has been that 
complaints against overcharges, and other matters of that 
character, could not be entertained by the Commission 
except under those sections, and in the manner provided by 
them. 

The frequency of these complaints, and others involving: 
injury to the property of the citizen, has caused me to look 
further into this matter to ascertain what the law>making: 
power has required of us, if anything. I find in section 21 
the following provision : 

" That the said Commission shall have general supervision 
over all the rail roads of Alabama, and shall examine the 
same from time to time, and keep themselves informed as to 
their condition, and the manner in which they are operated, 
with reference to the security and accommodation of the 
public, and the compliance of the several corporations with 
their charters and the laws of the State." 

Considering this provision in connection with the other 
provisions of the statute, my opinion is that the Legislature, 
in the creation of this Commission and the powers conferred 
upon it, and the duties required, intended nothing less than 
the establishment of a system, which, in the particulars that 
I have referred to, should, upon complaint made either by 
the citizen or the rail road company, hear such complaint, 
investigate it, ascertain whether in such matters the com- 
pany has complied with its charter and the laws of the State, 
and if it has not, call its attention to the particulars in which 
it has not done so, by appropriate notification, and in the 
event the company has complied with its charter and the 
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law, then to so inform the citizen complaining. In the dis- 
charge of this duty, the conclusion to which the Commission 
may arrive will not be obligatory upon the parties in the 
sense that a judgment of \ a court would be respecting these 
particular matters, but the object and purpose of the law 
is to have State oflBicers, whose duty it shall be to exercise a 
general supervision over the cases named, and to point out 
and define the rights of the parties under the law ; and 
when this is done, the Legislature evidently contemplated 
that a speedy relief would thereby be furnished, and that 
the parties would pursue the course recommended by the 
Commissioners without further compulsion. 

A further object of the Legi^ature evidently was upon 
the theory that rail roads are public highways and public 
carriers, acting under charters granted by the State, to con- 
fine them to limits prescribed by these charters and the law- 
The words " general supervision " are themselves words of 
local import, such as are ordinarily used by the Legislature- 
in conferring general jurisdiction upon a tribunal. These 
words, in the connection in which they are used in this 
statute, are given an extensive field of. operation. To say 
nothing of various other provisions of the statute, which 
they cover, in the sentence in which they are used, there is: 
an enumeration of duties which is very broad. It will be^ 
observed that there can not occur a wrong to thei citizen or 
his property arising in the operation of these rail roads 
which is not in itself a violation either of the charter of the 
company or the laws of the State. 

Besides other results which the Legislature desired to 
attain by this system, ancl which are plainly manifest in the 
terms of the statute itself. I think it is clear that the Legis- 
lature intended by this system to prevent in most instances^ 
abuses of corporate power, and on the other hand that 
species of litigation' which is annoying, profitless a^d expen- 
sive to the citizen as well as to the rail road companies, by 
the creation of a board of officers whose duty it should be 
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by law to point out the rights and duties of the particular 
parties in each case that may arise, and which perhaps of 
itself will in almost every such case result in an immediate 
and amicable adjustment of the matters involved between 
the parties, without a resort to the expense and delay of 
the courts ; and also to furnish a remedy which so far as 
human experience is concerned is not only more speedy, but 
in nearly every case far better for the parties interested, 
than a law suit. 

I am free to confess that an aversion to having eveji the 
appearance of grasping at, much less exercising, powers not 
conferred upon this commission by law, have made me some- 
what slow, and perhaps more so than I ought to have been, 
in arriving at this construction of the statute ; ,but I enter- 
tain now not one doubt as to its correctness, and I am sure 
that each of the Commission will agree with me that if the 
law does require this of us, then as a matter of duty we 
ought not to hesitate in its discharge for a single instant. 

Yours, respectfulv, 

W. L. BRAGG, 

President R. R. Commission of Alabama. 






21st section of the act approvvd February 26th, 1881, 
providing for the regulation of rail road companies and i)er- 
sons operating rail roads in this State, makes it the duty of 
the Rail 'Road Commissioners to examine the rail roads from 
time to time and keep themselves informed as to their con- 
dition, and the manner in which they are operated with 
reference to the security and accommodation of the public, 
and the compliance of the several corporations with their 
charters and the laws of the State. In addition to such 
performance of this duty as the Commissioners could make 
otherwise, on the 2d day of May, 1881, Hon. James Crook 
and Col: Charles P. Ball were appointed a committee to 
examine and inspect the several rail roads of this State. A 
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considerable portion of the months of May and June were 
occupied by them in the performance of thig duty, and on 
the 13th of July, 1881, they made a partial report of their 
work to the Commission, which was received and adopted, 
and a copy of which report is as follows : 

CONDITION OF ALABAMA KAIL ROADS. 

W. L, Bragg^ President Rail Road Commission^ 

Montgomery^ Alabama: 

Dear Sir — In obedience to resolutions of the Board of 
Rail Road Commissioners, and in conformity to the pro- 
visions of section 21 of an ^t "' To provide for the regula- 
tion of rail road companies, and persons operating rail roads 
in this State," we, your committee, have the honor to sub- 
mit herewith a partial report of the result of our observa- 
tions and examinations obtained by a recent inspection of 
the several lines of rail roads within the State of Alabama. 
We have been unable, as yet, to complete the inspection of 
all the lines in the State, owing to the amount of time and 
labor requisite and the inability of the chief executive oflS- 
cers of several rail roads to accompany us, their presence 
being deemed essential in order that we might be furnished 
reliable information upon all subjects. 

The different rail roads herein mentioned have been care- 
fully examined in detail upon special trains furnished for 
the occasion, and in all cases accompanied by some one of 
the oflScers of the road under examination, who have cour- 
teously afforded every facility. 

Not one of the roads so far examined was found to be in 
an unsatisfactory condition, and all exhibited evidences that 
the respective managements were making considerable 
efforts to place their lines in the best possible condition to 
meet the expected winter traffic. 

The use of steel rails in tracks an<J iron in bridges, is 
largely increasing on the different lines within the State, 
and on those lines where the traffic is sufficiently large to 
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warrant this increase of expenses, has been uniforitlly 
adopted. This is true of the roads that form parts of the 
several "through lines" passing in or through the State. 

The following named roads have been inspected in the 
order named. Special attention was given to the character 
and condition of station accommodations furnished by the 
several lines. 

MOBILE AND OHIO. 

The total length of this road is 506 miles, with 60 66-100 
miles within the State, forming part of a through line from 
the Northwest to Mobile and New Orleans. 

The local accommodations at Mobile, both for passengers 
and freight, are ample and well kept, but the accommoda- 
tions for through passengers are very poor. It however 
gives us pleasure to state that this condition of affairs will 
not continue long, as the above named company has arranged 
to join the Mobile and Montgomery and the Mobile and New 
Orleans Rail Roads in the cost of erecting a suitable depot 
with all conveniences. The accommodations at the follow- 
ing named stations, viz ; Chinchula, Beaver Meadow, Cit- 
ronelle and Escatawpa consist of a framed building at each 
place, for both passengers and freight, in good condition and 
neatly kept, with one room for the accommodation of pas- 
sengers. 

The amount of travel from the aboye named stations is 
small, and the accommodations appear ample at present. 
No rates were found posted as required by the 9th section 
of the act providing for a Rail Road Commission. , The gen- 
eral condition of this road is very good, and being daily im- 
proved by the substitution of steel for iron rails, renewal of 
ties, rebuilding of bridges, ditching and surfacing up track. 
The public roads crossings are fairly maintained with warn- 
ing signs erected. The rolling stock is in fine condition, and 
equipped with all recent improvements. 
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ALABAMA CENTRAL RAIL ROAD. 

The total length of this line is 113 miles, extending from 
Selma, Aia., to Meridian, Miss., with 87 22-100 miles within 
the State, forming a link of the East Tennessee, Virginia 
and Georgia system of roads. 

The passenger and freight acconimodations at Selma and 
Demopolis are ample- and well kept, while the accommoda- 
tions at the following named local stations are of an inferior 
character, viz: Browns, Faunsdale, Van-Dom, McDowells, 
Coatoapa, Curls, York and Bells. At each of the above last 
named stations the freight and passenger accommodations 
are furnished in the same building, with very little comfort 
for passengers, when waiting on delayed trains. The freight 
accommodations seem ample for the amount of business 
done. Rates of freight are posted ^ required by law. 

The general condition of this road is only fair, but it is 
due to the management thereof to say that this fact is 
attributable to the peculiar character of country through 
which it runs, the scarcity of material for ballast and the 
unusually severe winter just passed, and that every effort 
was then being made to place the line in good condition. 
The condition of the cross ties was generally good, as also 
the bridging. The rolling stock is in good order, but no 
power brake is in use on their passenger equipment. The 
public road crossings are in bad condition, and no warning 
signs are erected. 

WESTERN RAIL ROAD OF ALABAMA. 

The total length of this rail road is 160.56 miles, extend- 
ing from Selma, Alabama, through Montgomery, to West 
Point, Georgia, with a branch to Columbus, Georgia. The 
portion of this line between Selma and Montgomery is 
leased to and operated by the Louisville and Nashville Rail 
Road Company, and the result of our inspection of same 
will be stated in connection with other lines operated by 
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this same company. The length of line now operated by the 
Western Rail Road Company is about 117 miles. The pas- 
senger and freight accommodations of this line, now com- 
pleted and in course of erection at all of the principal sta- 
tions except Opelika, are first class, and well kept in all 
respects, and the general, condition of the line in all depart - 
meuts is such as reflects credit upon the present manage- 
ment. All public road crossings are well maintained with 
warning boards erected, and the rolling stock is equipped 
with all modern improvements. There are no passenger 
accommodations at Opelika worthy of mention, which should 
not be the case at a station furnishing such a large revenue 
to the company from passenger traffic. 

MOBD^E AND QIRARD RAIL ROAD. 

The total length of this line is 83 miles, extending from 
Columbus, Georgia, to Troy, Alabama. The passenger and 
freight accommodations on this line are good and fairly kept^ 
consisting generally of one building at each station, in which 
one and sometimes two rooms are set apart for the accommo- 
dation of passangers. The freight accommodation seem 
ample for the amount of business done. 

At Union Springs and Troy, both passenger and freight 
accommodations are very good. The general condition of 
this road is good, with the exception of rails, which on some 
parts of the line are defective from long service. No rates 
posted. Rolling stock in ordinary condition, and no power 
brake in use on passenger equipment. Public road crossings 
in bad condition and no warning signs erected. 

SELMA AND GREENSBORO RAIL ROAD. 

The total length of line operated by this company is 55 
75-100 miles, extending from Selma to Greensboro, Ala- 
bama. In the above distance, however, is included 10 
miles of the New Orleans and Selma Rail Road, over which 
the Selma and Greensboro operate their trains, which fact 
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reduces the Selma and Greensboro Rail Road to 43 76-100 
miles actual length. The passenger and freight accommoda 
tions on this line, at Selma, Marion, Newberne, and Greens- 
boro are ample and well kept, while the accommodations at 
the following named stations are inferior, viz: Crenshaw j 
Fort's, Hamburg and Scott's. 

The general condition of the road is fair, with the except- 
ion of some fifteen miles of rails which are defective from 
long service. The road is being rapidly improved by re- 
newal of ties and addition of ballast, ditching and surfacing 
track. 

No rates posted as required by 9th section of the act es- 
tablishing the Rail Road Commission. The rolling stock is 
limited, but ample for all demands. No power brake used on 
passenger equipment. Public road crossings badly main- 
tained and no warning signs erected. 

SELMA, ROME AND DALTON RAIL ROAD. 

This road extends from Selma, Ala., to Dalton, Ga., a dis- 
tance of 236 miles, with 171 75-100 miles within the State, 
forming a link in the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia 
system. The freight accommodations at Selma are very 
good, while the passenger accommodations are very poor. 

The accommodations, both passenger and freight, are good 
at Maplesville, Randolph, Calera, Columbiana, Talladega, 
Oxford, Jacksonville, Stock Mill and Stonewall, but poorly 
kept, except at Calera and Stock Mill. While at Day's, 
Ashby, Briarfield, Wilson ville, Childersburg, Kymulga, Al- 
pine, Munford, Alabama Furnace, Weaver's, Patona, Cross 
Plains, Ladiga, Ambersonville and TecumseJ) are very infe- 
rior and poorly kept. There are quite a number of depot 
buildings on this line rented by the rail road company, hence 
their bad condition. 

The general condition of this line is only fair, but is being 
rapidly improved by the substitution of new steel for the old 
worn rails defective by long service, the erection of new iron 
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and wooden bridges, the renewal of ties, ditching and surfac- 
ing the track. 

The rolling stock is in fine condition and equipped with all 
modern improvements. Rates posted at all stations. Public 
road crossings in bad condition and no warning signs erected. 

LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE RAIL ROAD SELMA DIVISION. 

This line extends from Montgomery to Selma, a distance 
of 43 56-100 miles, and as stated in a former portion of this 
report is leased to and operated by the Loussville and Nash- 
ville Rail Road Company. 

The accommodations at Manack, Lowndesboro and Benton 
are good, but poorly kept, while at Whitehall they are very 
poor. At Montgomery and Selma they are very good and 
well kept. 

The general condition of the line is good. No rates 
posted. Rolling stock in good condition. 

Public road crossings in fine condition, and in some instan- 
ces warning signs are erected. 

LOUIS VILL AND NASHVILLEE CO. PENSACOLA AND SELMA (PlNl! 

APPLE DIVISION) 

This road connects with the Selma Division of the L. & N 
Co. at a point east of the Alabama river bridge, and extend^ 
to Pine Apple, in Wilcox county, a distance of thirty-eighi 
miles. The accommodations on this line are very inferior 
there being only one depot on the entire line owned by the 
company, and this is at Pine Apple. The general conditioi 
of this line is poor, but is being rapidly improved by al 
necessary expenditures. No rates posted, public road cross 
ings in poor condition and no warning signs up. Rollin{ 
stock in good order. 

LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE — SOUTH AND NORTH DIVISION. 

This road extends from Montgomery to Decatur, Ala 
bama, forming part of the Louisville & Nashville system 
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and is 182 58-100 miles in length. The accommodations at 
Elmore, Deatsville. Mountain Creek, Verbena, Clanton, Ca- 
lera, Saluria, Oxmoor, Birmingham, Blount Springs, Ban- 
gor, Hanceville, Hartselle, and Decatur are good and well 
kept, while at Pelham, Helena, Warrior, Cullman, Willhite 
and I^alkville they are ample but poorly kept. 

The general condition of this line is fair, considering the 
amount of traffic 'transported, but is being rapidly improved 
by the substitution of new steel for old worn iron rails, re- 
newal of ties and other necessary expenditures. There has 
been very great complaint of the passenger trains on this 
road so often running behind time, subjecting passengers to 
delays at depots along the line for hours awaiting the arrival 
of trains. It is represented and understood that this is no 
fault of the management of the S6uth & North Company, but 
originates from the fact that "solid trains" are run over the 
Louisville & Nashville svstem from Louisville to New Or- 
leans, and the delays originate beyond this line and' are due 
to the system under which the line is operated. This cause 
of complaint has, however, been removed by greater regu- 
larity of trains. This is the most important line to the peo- 
ple of the State, running as it does through its very center, 
and is the principal channel by which the people are sup- 
plied with western produce, and its mineral developments 
find a market. Rates were posted only at Bangor, QuUman 
and Hanceville- The condition of the rolling stock is good, 
and equipped with all modern improvements. The public 
road crossings are poorly maintained, and no warning signs 
are erected. 

WETUMPKA BRANCH. 

This line extends from Elmore Station to Wetumpka, a 
distance of 6 3-10 miles. There is but one station, We- 
tumpka, on the line. The accommodations are ample,* in 
good condition and fairly kept. The general condition of 
the line is fair only, the road having been laid originally 
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with second-hand rails. The 'ties are in ^ood condition, 
and bridging only fair. Rolling stock in good order. Public 
crossings in fair condition and no warning signals erected. 

ALABAMA GREAT SOl'THKEN RAIL ROAD. 

This road extends from Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Merid- 
ian, Mississippi, a distance of 295 6-10 milfs, with 244 8-10 
miles in the State, and is one of the most important lines 
to the future development of the State, running as it does 
through a large and rapidly improving mineral territory. 
The accommodations for freight and passengers at Valley 
Head, Fort Payne, Portersville, Collinsville, Whitney, 
Springville, Trussville, Woodstock, Coaling, Carthage, Stew- 
arts, Epes and Livingston aje ample, but poorly kept. At 
Greenwood, Attalla, Birmingham, Steels, Jonesboro, Tusca- 
loosa, Hulls, Akron and Boligee the freight accommodations 
are ample, but the passenger accommodations are very infe- 
rior and as badly kept. This company derives a large rev- 
enue from its passenger traffic at Birmingham and Tuscaloosa 
and should furnish better accommodations. At Attalla and 
York the passenger accommodations are good and well kept. 
The general condition of this line is very good, and being 
improved by expenditures for new rails, iron bridges over 
the Bigbee and Warrior rivers, and all other requirement*?. 
No rates posted. Rolling stock in good condition and equip- 
ped with all modern improvements. Public road crossings 
in fair condition, and warning signs erected. 

LOUISVILLE AND I^^ASHVILLE — NEW ORLEANS AND MOBILE RAIL* 

ROAD DIVISION. 

This road extends from Mobile to New Orleans, Louisiana, 
a distance of 141 miles, wirh 27 mfles in the State, and 
forms a link in the Louisville and Nashville system. 

The passenger accommodations at Mobile are very infe- 
rior, but the erection of a large and suitable depot building 
has been decided upon, and will be erected at an early 
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date, as above mentioned. The freight accommodations are 
ample. 

The passenger and freight accommodations at St. Elmo 
and Grand Bay are ample, in good condition and well kept, 
and at Webb Landing and Fowl River are sufficient for the 
amount of business done. The general condition of the 
line is first-class in all respects, and the track is the best of 
any rail road in the State, being laid with steel rails and im- 
proved switches. The rolling, stock is in fine condition and 
equipped with all modern improvements. Rates posted. 
Public road crossings in good order, and warning signs 
erected. 

LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE COMPANY — NASHVILLE AND DECATUR 

DIVISION. 

This line extends from Decatur, Alabama, to Nashville, 
Tennessee, a distance of 119 9-10 miles, with 26 3-10 miles 
in the State of Alabama, forming a link in tbe Louisville 
and Nashville system. This road crosses the Tennessee 
river at Decatur, using, under lease, the bridge of the Mem- 
phis and Charteston Rail Road. The freight accommoda- 
tions at Harris, McDonald, Athens and Elkmont are only 
ordinary, while the passenger accommodations are poor and 
badly kept. 

Th^ general condition of the road is good in all respects, 
as also the rolling stock, which- is equipped with all modern 
improvements. No rates posted. Road crossings in poor 
condition, and no warning signs erected. 

LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE COMPANY — MOBILE AND MONTGOMERY 

RAIL ROAD. 

4 

This road extends from Montgomery to Mobile, a distance 
of 178 miles, forming a link in the Louisville and Nashville 
system. The accommodations for passengers and freight a.t 
Montgomery, Greenville, Pollard and Junction are ample, 
in good condition and well kept. At . Letohatchie, Calhoun, 
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Georgiana*, Fort Deposit, Garland,. Evergreen, Castleberry, 
Brewton and Bay Minette the freight aceommodations ai^ 
ample, passenger accomnniodations fair and fairly kept. At 
Williams the accommodations are ve^ poor. 

The general condition of this line is fair, but improving 
rapidly by the substitution of uew rails, renewal of ties and 
all other necessary expenditures. The principal bridges on 
the line between Tensas and Mol?ile are being renewed in 
iron. The rolling stock is in good condition and equipped 
with all modem improvements. No rates posted. Public 
road crossings in ordinary condition, but no warning signs 
erected. 

The above closes the partial report of inspections made 
by your committee of the several lines named. In laying 
before the Board of Rail Road Commissioners the result of 
our labors in this matter, it has been deemed best to make 
our report as brief as the subject would permit, refraining 
from entering into minute details, such as to the relative 
quantity of steel and iron rails in use, length and kind of 
bridges and other similar information,. which can be obtained 
in the proposed annual report to be called for from the dif- 
ferent rail road companies. 

Your committee will resume the inspection of the remain- 
ing roads in the State, as soon as other pressing matters will 
permit. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES P. BALL, 
JAMES CROOK. 



Other questions arising as to the practical operation of 
the act approved February 26th, 1881, providing for the 
regulation of rail road companies and persons operating 
rail roads in this State, and as to what should be the proper 
construction of other features of that statute, under the 
direction of the Board, the President examined these quee- 
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tions and made a report to the Board, which report was 
concurred in by Hon. H. C. Tompkins, Attorney-General of 
Alab^-ma, and which report was adopted by .the Board, and 
is as follows: * 

Montgomery, Ala., July 8, 1881. 

To the Rail Road Commission of Alabama : 

" In construing the act entitled " An act to provide for the 
regulation of rail road companies and persons operating 
rail roads in this State," approved February 26, 1881, in 
reference to revising the tariffs of rail road companies, there 
are other features of the statute which seem to require con- 
sideration. 

The first of these is the exception made in the 1st and 
9th sections of the act, by which special rates are allowed 
'"• for the purpose of developing any industrial enterprise," 
The words '* industrial enterprise," as here used, I construe 
to mean any industrial enterj^rise in the State of Alabama, 
and not an 'industrial enterprise'.' in any other State. 
Such, 1 am satisfied, is the true intent of the statute. The 
Legislature of Alabama in enacting this law intended to 
develop "industrial enterprises" in this State and not else 
where, and intended to give facilities to and protection of 
'' industrial enterprises " in this State. As to the various 
kinds of business which will be embraced within the words 
"industrial enterprise," these will present subjects for con- 
sideration when they come up for determination. 

This statute denounces unjust discrimination against any 
"individual, locality or corporation," and requires the Rail 
Road Commissioners to correct any such unjust discrimina- 
tion in revising the tariffs of the rail roads. The question 
is here presented, of what is meant by this '* unjust discrim- 
ination." I am satisfied that this statute is violated when- 
ever any rail road unjustly discriminates in favor of one 
locality in Alabama against another locality in this State, 
or when there is such discrimination in favor of any indi- 
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vidual in this State, against another individual in this State, 
or where there is any such discrimination against any locality 
or individual in this State in favor of any locality or incR- 
vidual in any other State, or when there is any such discrim- 
ination against any corporation in this State in favor of any 
other corporation in this State, or in favor of any other cor- 
poration or individual in any other State. I do not believe 
that the Legislature in this statute intended to confine it to 
the simple case of unjust discrimination in favor of one 
locality of this State as against another locality of this 
State, or in favor of one citizen of this State against another 
citizen of this State, or in favor of one corporation of this 
State against another corporation of this State. 

Independent of the provisions of this statute, it has been 
repeatedly held by the courts, and so far as my examination 
extends without a single decision to the contrary, that no 
matter how large the powers of the corporation may be to 
charge high rates for transportation of persons and property, 
yet if such corporation so fixes its tariff's as to discriminate 
unjustly against the citizens of the State which has granted 
its charter, this alone is good ground for a judicial proceed- 
ing to declare its charter forfeited. Whether any of the 
rail road companies of this State have laid themselves liable 
to this proceeding is, of course, a question for future consid- 
eration. 

The 15th section of the statute provides : " That it shall 
be the duty of the Commission to consider and carefully 
revise all tariff's of charges for transportation submitted to 
the Commission by any person or corporation owning or 
operating a rail road in this State." It will be observed that 
the language is " all tariff's." No distinction is made between 
local and through tariff's ; nor does the Legislature seem to 
have contemplated any distinction of this kind. The evi- 
dent intention of the Legislature, as declared in this statute, 
was to make it the duty of the Commission to revise all 
tariffs of any rail road in this State for the transportation of 
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persons or freight within the limits of this State, whether 
done under local or through rates. The Legislature never 
intended that the Commission should revise any such rates 
for services performed outside the limits of this State. That 
the Legislature had full power to enact such a statute is 
decided by the Supreme Court of the United States in the 
^ase of Peik against the Chicago and Northwestern Rail- 
way Company, (94 U. S. S. C. Rep. p. 165,) in which the 
objection was made that such a statute was void in Wiscon- 
sin on the ground that it was in conflict with the provisions 
of the Constitution of the United States which gives Con- 
gress the exclusive power to regulate commerce between 
the States and with foreign countries. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. L. BRAGG, 
President R. R. Commission of Alabama. 



I concur in the above construction of the several portions 

of the act alluded to. 

H. C. TOMPKINS, 

Attorney-General. 
July 9, 1881. 



In enacting the statute approved February 26, 1881, 
-although not expressly so stated, yet it is evident from the 
the terms of the act that the Legislature contemplated 
that the Commissioners would revise all of the rail road 
tariflFs of the State, or on before the 1st day of Jun^, 1881, 
and we did all in our power to fulfill this expectation of the 
Legislature, but owing to the fact that all the tariffs of the 
rail road companies of the State were not submitted to us for 
revision prior to the 1st day of June, 1881, and also, in con- 
sequence of the other preliminary work to which we have 

adverted, it was simply impossible for us to perform that 
4 
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duty by that time. During the months of July and August 
we did revise freight and passenger tariffs of every rail road 
in the State, freight tariffs going into effect on the Ist of Sep. 
tember, 1881, and some of the passenger tariffs going into 
effect on that date, others on the Ist of October following,, 
others on the Ist of November next thereafter, and the 
revised passenger tariff of the Alabama Great Southern Rail! 
Road Company does not go into efiect untU the 1st of Jan- 
uary, 1882, on account of peculiar facts connected with that 
road which will more properly be explained in our next 
report. All the rail road companies have adopted the revis- 
ion made by us. 

We allude in this general manner to the revision of these 
tariffs because under the statute they will be a proper sub- 
ject of report for our next annual report and wonld be im- 
proper in this report, the statute requiring us to report our 
doings only for the year ending on the 30th of June, ,1881, 
We have necessarily alluded in this report to some events 
transpiring after that time which had been the result of work 
done before that date. 

After considerable eorrespondence with the Rail Road 
Commissioners of the different States of the Union having 
Rail Road Commissioners, and with Governors of States hav- 
ing no Rail Road Commission, and with the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Saratoga Convention of Rail Road Commission- 
ers held in 1879, a convention of Rail Road Commissioners 
was held in the city of Atlanta, Georgia, on the 11th day of 
October, 1881, for the purposes contemplated in the 31st 
section of the act approved February 26th, 1881, providing 
for the regulation of rail road companies and persons operat- 
ing rail roads in this State, and in obedience to that statute 
we attended that convention and participated in its delibera- 
tions and proceedings. We believe that the work of that 
convention will be productive of much good, but a report of 
its proceedings under the statute properly belongs to our 
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next anual report and would be an improper subject for thi^ 
report. 

Since the time that the Rail Koad Commission of Alabama 
was organized, comparatively speaking, few accidents have 
occurred on rail roads which have been attended bv serious 
personal injury. Such as have occurred of this description 
have been promptly reported to us by the officials of the rail 
road upon which such accidents occuired. Such of them ag 
properly come within the scope of this report are herewith 
submitted, with a statement of the investigations thus made 
and proceedings had in these investigations. Those investi- 
gated by us are as follows : 

Montgomery, Alabama, March 26th, 1881. 

W. L, Bragg. President R. R Comm. of Ala.y 

Montgomery Ala: 

Dear Sir — In obedience to information received from J. N 
Bass, the General Agent of the Montgomery and Eufaula 
Rail Road Company at Montgomery, Alabama, of an acci- 
dent on said road at a point eleven miles from Montgomery 
I immediately proceeded to the scene of accident and inves. 
ti gated the causes and results, and beg herewith to submit 
my report of the same. The accident happened to a west 
bound freight train about 6 p. M. on the 25th inst. I arrived 
at the scene of accident about 6 p. m., on the 26th inst., and 
found the track had been cleared and the road in its usual 
running condition. The engine and two cars were thrown 
from the track and damaged. The engineer, fireman and 
wood-passer were reported as injured. I found at the scene 
of accident the section master with his hands, being the only 
parties from whom I could obtain any evidence as to the 
cause of accident. I examined under oath the section mas- 
ter and one of his hands, and elicited from them the follow- 
ing facts as to the cause of the accident viz ; That it resulted 
from a broken chair plate and open joint, which my personal 
observation and examination- confirmed. 
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The parties injured were all employees and were not con- 
sidered dangerously injured. 

Upon this state of facts I did not deem it necessary to put 
the State to the expense of subpoenaing other witnesses. 

Yours respectfully, 

CHAS. P. BALL, 

Associate Commissioner. 



Jacksonville, Alabama, March 30th, 1881. 
W, L, Bragg, President iJ. R, Commissson Ala,j 

Montgomery^ Alabama : 

Dear Sir — Pursuant to a request made by you, upon state- 
ment bearing date 27th of March, furnished by Mr. E. Marsh 
acting Superintendent of the South and North Rail Koad 
Company, to the Rail Road Commissioners, disclosing an acci- 
dent on the line of his road, resulting in injury to certain 
persons named therein, I proceeded to the scene of accident, 
and after investigation collected the following facts, to- wit ; 
That on the 27th day of March, accommodation train No. 8, 
on the South and North Alabama Rail Road, between the 
hours of 3 and 4 a. m., and at a point three miles north of 
Calera, was thrown from^the track, resulting in a slight injury 
to the person of W. W. Brame and breaking the leg of a 
brakeman in the employ of the company. I took the state, 
ment of Mr. W. W. Brame, but was unable to see and exam- 
ine the brakeman as he was sent oflF to his family at Mem- 
phis for medical treasment and nursing. 

Unable to carry the investigation further at this time, I 
submit the above as my report. 

Yours respectfully, 

JAMES CROOK, 

Associate Commissioner. 
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Jacksonville, Ala., March 31st, 1881. 

Maj. Bramej Whiting^ s Station^ Ala.: 

My Dear Sir — Will you be kind enough to answer the 
following questions and return same to me by return mail. 

Were you in the rail road disaster that occurred on the 
line of the South & North Alabama Rail Road between 
Calera and Whiting's on the 27th inst ? 

Was the train that run off going south or north ? Ans. 
North — Night Accommodation. I rode on mail to Calera, 
and then took accommodation to Whiting. 

What was the cause of the disaster — was it an unavoida- 
ble accident or the result of negligence ? Give all the facts 
in your knowledge. Aus. About 3 miles from Calera the 
near car, or double caboose, was thrown from the track by a 
rail breaking into three pieces, so stated by the Section Mas- 
ter; however, it was no doubt thrown from the track by a 
broken rail. 1 was the only passenger. When the train 
moved off I called the Conductor's attention to the fact that 
he had no rope to signalize the engineer in case of accident 
or wishing to stop, a brakesman remarked that they used a 
telephone. Conductor touched his lamp and said we use 
this. 

Ans. Doaks, I believe, if different will write again, was the 
brakeman that broke his leg in jumping. I believe if the 
two men, brakemen I suppose, had been at their places the 
cars could have been stopped without any damage. Con- 
ductor, two car men and myself were all the persons that 
were in the car, four persons. 

Were you injured ? If so, to what extent and how were 
you Injured ? state frooly. y-^^C^^^, 

Ans. The two brakemen (Were the first to jump off. I sat 
opposite Conductor, and told him if he thought the engineer 
would hold up we had better remain, but if best to jump off 
I would do so. He seemed badly frightened, at the same 
time the coach run into a rut, or the wheel that was off, and 
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I said in conclusion that probably we had better jump, as it 
may turn over. Without a word, he sprung from his seat 
. and made for rear of the car. I did same and gained it and 
jumped, unfortunately from the high side in direction train 
was running. Fell on my head, was unconscious a few mo- 
ments, bled some, head injured, left leg lame yet, and right 
arm very blue above elbow, face badly scratched, have suf- 
fered much from head, and soreness, will not get entirely 
well in a month. 

Was anyone else injured beside yourself? If so, state 
^ who and the extent of injury sustained. 

Ans. Brakeman Doaks, from Memphis, leg broke. I 
witnessed the setting of it, and the manner in which it was 
broken, believe it will not be long in healing up. Have you 
recovered from your injuries or are they permanent? 

Ans. Have not. Dr. Goodson said it would be at least a 

month before I got entirely well. I wrote particulars to Capt. 

Whitfield, and told him I probably would . be all right in 
eight or ten days. I find I was mistaken, but I am not 

seriously hurt. If my leg gets well so I will not limp, I 

have no further apprehensions. 

Do you know where other party injured is, and what is his 
condition, whether improving or not ? 

Ans. We were both near Section Master's house, and found 
plenty of liniment and turpentine when taken there. He . 
told me he would leave for Memphis to have his mother's 
attention (next day.) 

What is your vocation ? Ans. Merchandising, name firm 
Warren & Brame, Whiting, South & North Rail Road ; 
Longview Post Office. 

What is the vocation of the other party injured? Ans. 
Brakeman. The train run a mile and a half after the coach 
was oflT. Pulled up stumps and finally pulled from the trucks 
behind and moved on in a bobin up and down condition of 
the rear part of coach. I understand the engineer never run 
on this road before. 
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By answering the above questions by return mail you will 
very much oblige. 

Your obedient servant, 

JAMES CROOK, 
R. R. Commissioner. 
Answer me at Jacksonville Ala. 



LoNGViEW, Ala., April 8d, 1881. 

I dislike to bring about a controversy, am satisfied when, 
anything goes wrong through the negligence of Conductors 
or Brakemen they are immediately removed. The road has 
been in a bad condition owing to the weather, and the Con- 
ductors ought to use every precaution to avoid disasters. I 
regard myself in a fair way of recovery. I manage to be up 
nearly all the time to direct my business ; still have suffered 
pain ; my head gave me some anxiety till yesterday morning, 
as the pain seemed to be nearly gone. My arm I have used 
ever since accident a little, and to-day have very good use of 
it, still it is blue from the fall. My leg injured about the 
knee half way between it and thigh in front, skin knocked 
off about size of a dollar, and now shows that it was badly 
bruised, however, am glad to say I am doing well, and regard 
myself as fortunate, and believe the rail road managers try 
to do all they can for the safety of the passengers and are 
satisfied there was negligence somewhere. The brakemen 
ought to have been on top, or at least one of them, to com- 
municate with brakeman near engineer. I was told the 
engineer was sober. Capt, Whitfield paid medical attention 
at once, and wrote me a kind letter. I give you the facts in 
the case, and hope you will not antagonize the road against 
me or its agents any more than you can help. I do it for 
the safety of passengers. 

Yours truly, 

W. W. BRAME. 
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Montgomery, Alabama, May 25th, 1881. 

Capt W. Z. Bragg^ President R. R. Commisnion^ 

Montgomery, Alahama: 

On the 13th day of May, inst., an accident was reported by 
Capt. Jno. M. Bridges, Superintendent of the E. T., V. & G. 
R. R., to have occurred at or near Cox's Station, some three 
miles south of Randolph on the line of the Selma Division 
of said road, resulting in serious personal injury to one Thorn- 
ton Gardner. As provided by section 26 of "An act to pro- 
vide for the regulation of rail road companies, and persons 
operating rail roads in this State," approved February 26th7 
1881: I repaired to the scene of said accident for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into the facts and circumstances thereof. 
I may add in this connection that on account of the critical 
condition of said Thornton Gardner, who was an important 
witness as to said accident, an investigation could not have 
been had at an earlier day. I examined under oath O. H. 
Seward, Conductor of the train on which said accident is 
said to have occurred, and the said Thornton Gardner, the 
party injured thereby, and herewith submit the facts deposed 
to by said parties, and the following as my conclusion deduced 
therefrom, to-wit : On the 13th day of May, inst., Thornton 
Gardner, a colored brakeman in the employ of the E. T., V. 
& G. R. R. Company, was thrown from the top of a box car 
of freight train No. 24, bound north, near Cox's Station on 
the line of the Selma Division of the East Tenn., V. & G. R. 
R., and by the fall had one of his legs badly broken, which 
for several days rendered his condition very critical. That 
the said Thorton Gardner, when thrown from the top of said 
box car, was seated at a point about midway of the same,, 
and near the edge, with his feet and legs hanging over on;the 
side of the box. Upon an examination of the tops of said 
box car I found it perfectly smooth and declining from the 
center to either edge. At either end there was something to 
hold to, but at the place or center occupied by said Gardner 
there was no means for protection or safety against casualtjr 
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from an ordinary jolt or shock to the car. That it was not 
unusual that brakemen chose this central yet perilous posi- 
tion to one of greater safety at the end of the car. That the 
said Gardner, in abandoning the place of safety assigned to 
him by the Conductor of the train, and voluntarily selecting 
and occupying one of danger, contributed by his own act to 
the injury he sustained, and in my opinion exonerated the 
said rail road company from any liability on account thereof. 
This latter conclusion is sustained by the testimony of said 
Thornton Gardner, hereto attached and marked " Exhibit 
A," and which if not directly corroborated is not contra- 
dicted by the testimony of 0. H. Seward, hereto attached and 
marked " Exhibit B." The said Gardner is provided with 
care and medical attention by, and at the expense of, said 
rail road company, and in the opinion of his attending phy- 
sician is rapidly recovering from his injury. 
All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

JAMES CROOK, 

R. R. Commissioner of Ala. 



Exhibit A. 

Deposition of Thornton Gardner to interrogatories pro- 
pounded by James Crook as Rail Road Commissioner of the 
State of Alabama, ati Randolph, in the county of Bibb, in 
said State, on the 21st day of May, A. D. 1881, in the 
matter of an accident that is said to have occurred on the 
Selma Division of the East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia 
Rail Road on the 13th day of May, A. D. 1881, in which the 
said Thornton Gardner is said to have sustained serious per- 
sonal injury. 

Int. First, What is your name, and when able to work 
what is your business ? What have you been doing for the 
last month when in condition to labor ? 

Ans. My name is Thornton Gardner, and when in condi- 
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tion to work my business is that of brakeman on the Selma 
Division of the E. T., & V. G. R. R., in which I have been, 
when able, engaged for the last month. 

InU Second. Were you or not in the employ of the East 
Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia Rail Road Company on the 
13th day of May, A. D. 1881, as brakeman? 

Arts. I was in the employ of said Company as brakeman 
on said 13th day of May, 1881. 

Int. Third. State whether or not, any accident occurred 
on the train upon which you were laboring in the capacity of 
a brakeman on the 13th day of May, 1881. 

Ans. On the 13th day of May, 1881, while attending the 
North-bound freight train No. 24 as brakeman, I fell from 
the top of a freight car a few miles South of Randolph Sta- 
tion on the Selma Division of the E. T., V. & G. R. R., and in 
said fall got my leg broken, from which I am now confined 
and disabled. 

Int. Fourth. State all the circumstances in connection 
with the fall and the injury you sustained thereby. 

Ans. I was on top of one of the box cars backing out for 
signals, was sitting on the side of the car with my legs hang- 
ing over. The wheels of the car came in contact with some- 
thing, I supposed to be two bad joints, and by the jolt I was 
thrown to the ground. 

Int. Fifth. Is the injury you are suffering from attributa- 
ble to any fault of the Rail Road Company or to any of the 
officers of the R. R. Company ? 

Ans. It was not. I don't attribute my injury to any one, 
only think it was an accident caused by two bad joints in 
the rails. 

Int. Sixth. Do you or do you not feel that you are recov- 
ering from your injury? 

Ans. I do, and my doctor tells me that 1 am. The E. T., 
V. & G. R. R. are defraying my expense in medical atten- 
tion. 

Int. Seventh. State any thing else you may know that 
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has any connection with or bearing upon the said accident 
in addition to what you have already deposed to. 
Arts. I have told all that I know. 

Sworn to and suscribedl his 

before me this 21st day of v Thornton X Gardner. 
May, A. D. 1881. j Mark. 

James Crook, 

Rail Road Commissioner. 

Exhibit B. 

Deposition of C. H. Seward to interrogatories propoun- 
ded by James Crook, as Rail Road Commissoner of the State 
of Alabama, at Randolph Station, in the County of Bibb in 
said State, on the 21st day of May, A. D. 1881, in the matter 
of an accident that is said to have occurred on the line of the 
Selma Division of tl;ie East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia 
Rail Road, near Randolph Station, on the 13th day of May, 
A. D. 1881% in which one Thornton Gardner is reported to 
have sustained serious personal injury. 

Int. First What U your vocation or employment, and 
where do you reside ? 

Ans. I am conductor of a train on the line of the Selma 
Division of the East Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia Rail Road, 
and reside at Selma, Alabama. 

Int Second, What is the number and the character of 
the train you were conducting on said Road on the 13th day 
of May last, and whither was it bound. North or South ? 

Ans, I was conducting a North-bound freight train, 
number 24, on the day and date referred to, 13th day of May, 
1881. 

Int. Third. Did any accident occur on your train on the 
said 13th day of May, 1881? If so, state when it occurred 
how it occurred and whether any one sustained any serious 
personal injury in said accident. State fully. 

Ana. An accident did occur on my 'train on said 13th day 
of May to Thornton Gardner, one of my brakemen, just below 
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Cox's Station, about three miles Sontb of Randolph Station, 
on the Selma Division of the E. T., V. & G R. R. I know 
that said Gardner was thrown from top of car to the ground, 
and by the fall got his leg broken. I was in the Caboose 
and did not feel the jolt that threw him off. I might not be 
sensible of the shock, and yet it might be sa£Scient to throw 
him from the position where he was sitting. 

Int. Fourth, Was said accident the result of any care- 
lessness negligence, recklessness or of any other fault on the 
part of the said Rail Road Company or the authorized agents 
thereof? 

Ans, It was not. It was usual for brakemen to sit near 
the end of the car where they have something to hold to. 

Int Fifth. State anything else more than you have 
already stated that you may know in relation to said accident 

Ans. The position whereon said Thornton was sitting was 
a dangerous one, yet brakemen often select it. There is 
nothing in the center of the top' of the car to hold to, I mean 
on the side where Thornton was sitting. 

Sworn to and subscribed \ 

before me this 21st day of > C. H. Seward. 

May, 1881. ) 

James Crook, 

Rail Road Commissioner. 

In consequence of our whole time having been taken up 
with the matters herein mentioned, we did not prepare the 
forms of returns and send them out to the rail road compa- 
nies, provided for by the 25th section of the act approved 
February 26th, 1881, providing for the regulation of rail 
road companies and persons operating rail roads in this 
State, so as to have their returns before us on or before the 
1st day of September, 1881, because it was impossible for 
us to do so without neglecting the revision of the tariffs of 
the rail roads and other matters of far more urgent and 
general importance to the public. We did, however, pre- 
pare such forms as soon as we possibly could, and pla6ed 
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them with the printers, (Barrett & Brown,) during the first 
week of September, 1881, but owing to the care and skill 
required in that kind of printing, they did not complete the 
printing of these forms until the 29th day of September. 
On the 30th day of September we forwarded duplicate 
copies of these blanks to each rail road compaoy in the 
State, notifying each of them, by circular accompanying 
said blanks, to make the returns therein called for to us by 
the 15th day of October, 1881^ for the purposes of this 
report. A copy of one of said blank forms of returns, with 
the accompanying circular, is hereto attached as part of this 
report, and is incorporated in the Appendix. 

We herewith submit as part of this report the informa- 
tion collated from said returns as to each of the rail roads 
operated in this State : 



REPORT 

Of the Memphis and Charleston Rail Road Company^ Jor 

the year ending June SOthj 1881, 

OFFICERS. . 

R. T. Wilson, President New York. 

E. W. Cole, Vice-President Nashville. 

S. R. Cruse, Secretary and Treasurer Memphis. 

Humes & Paston, General Solicitors Memphis. 

E. W. Cole, General Manager Knoxville. 

J. A. Grant, General Superintendent Memphis. 

DIRECTORS. 

Geo. P. Beime Huntsville, Ala. 

E. W.Cole Nashville, Tenn. 

T. H. Cossett.. New York, N. Y. 

W. W. Garth Huntsville, Ala. 

Louis Hanauer •...,... Memphis, Tenn. 

Napoleon HUl. *;:....• ..•^Memphis, Tenn. 
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C. M. McGhee Knoxville, Tenn. 

Jas. C. Neely Memphis, Tenn. 

Ex. Norton New York, N. Y. 

John D. Kather... Tuscumbia, Ala. 

R. T.lV^ilson New York, N. Y. 

Jos. Wheeler Wheeler, Ala. 

Addison White. Huntsville, Ala. 

CAPITAL STOCK. 

Capital stock as authorized by law | 800,000 

" ^« " since fixed $5,312,725 

Number of shares issued 212,509 

Amount paid in on each share $ 25.00 

DEBT. 

Mortgage bonds for different purposes, and due 

at different periods $4,222,000 

Floating debt 641,968.67 



■^" 



Total amount of funded and floating debt 
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on June 30th, 1881 $4,863,968.67 

COST. 

Total cost of entire road to date $7,395,105.96 

Average of same per mile of main line laid.... 25,500,36 

Proportion of same for Alabama 3,952,555.80 

Total cost of entire equipment 1,245,848.04 

Average cost of equipment per mile of main 

line operated by company 4,296.02 

Proportion of same for Alabama 665,883.10 

Cost of road and equipment per mile of main 

line operated by company 29,796.38 

Proportion of same for Alabama 4,618,438.90 

STOCK DIVIDENDS. 

No. 1 — Decemb^' 1st, 1869, 60 percent;, on capital 

stoksk, and scrip issued therefor, amouiit..$l,356,450 



ii 
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No. 6 — January 9th, 1862, 33^ per cent, on capital 

stock, and scrip issued therefor, amount 1,320,200 

CASH DIVIDENDS. 

No. 2 — 4 pcroBttt F«bni«ry 29th, 1860. 

No. 3—4 per cent....' , August 29th, 1860. 

No. 4 — 4 per cent March 14th, 1861. 

No. 6 — 4 per cent August 29th, 1861. 

No. 7 — 4 per cent January 9th, 1862. 

No. 8 — 4 per cent March 17th, 1863. 

(Payable in Confederate money.) 

No. 9 — 3 per cent February 7th, 1868. 

No. 10—3 percent April 28th, 1869. 

Length of main line, from Memphis, Tenn., to Stephenson, 
Alabama ^ 272 miles. 

Length of branch from Moscow, Tenn., to Somer- 

ville, Tetin 13 miles. 

Length of branch from Tuscuinbia, Alabama, to 

Flprence, Alabama.. 5 miles. 



Aggregate length of main line and branches..290 miles. 
Guage of road, 5 feet. 
Weight of rail per yard, (steel and iron,) 56 pounds. 

This road is crossed at grade by the Louisville and Nash 
ville Rail Road at Decatur, Alabama. 



■»T 1 J* J. J.' •!• \ xraosenfirer. . 

Number of stations on mam hne, J xp-gj^uf 

Number of stations on branches, J xr^gi^u? 

Number of wood and coal stations 

Number of water stations 

Number of engine houses 



Total. 



In Ala. 
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28 


43 


25 


3 


1 


3 


1 


5 


3 


19 


10 


3 


2 
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Number of locomotives, passenger service.. 

Number of locomotives, freight service 

Number of locomotives, switching service.., 



Total number. 




Average 
cost. 

18,000 
9,000 
6,000 



CARS. 

Number of first class passenger cars 11 

Number of second class passenger cars 10 

Number of sleeping cars 3 

Number of special cars 1 

Number of baggage, mail and express cars, (combined).. 3 

Number of baggage and mail cars, (combined) 4 

Number of baggage and express cars, (combined) 4 

Number of railway postal cars, (separate) 1 

Number of box cars 391 

Number of stock cars 12 

Number of platform cars 228 

Number of coal, stone or ore cars, (8-whee]) 70 

Number of service cars..... ] 7 

Number of pile machine cars 1 

Number of wrecking cars 1 

Hand brake used on freight cars, Westinghouse on pas- 
senger cars. 

Total income $1,342,082.06 

Total expenses, including taxes 1,387,160.56 



Deficit.. $ 45,078.50 

Earnings from local passengers $273,900-00 

Earnings from through passengers 211,685.27 

Earnings from express 20,302.28 

Earnings from mails 28,051.00 



Total earnings passenger department $533,938.55 
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Earnings from local freight $ 425,717.58 

Earnings from through freight 278.828.21 

Total earnings freight department $ 704,545.79 

Income from other sources , 103,597.72 

Total income from all sources 1,342,082.06 

Number of passenger train miles 464,384 

Number of freight trainmiles 426,966 

Number of mixed (passenger and freight) train 

miles.... 36,636 

Number of service or work train miles 79,656 

Total number of trainmiles 1,007,642 

Total earnings per mile of road ,$ 4,091.71 

Total gross earnings of entire line 1,342,082.06 

Earnings of line in State of Alabama 634,215.05 

Total expenses per mile of road $4,229.14 

Southern Express Company run on this road, but no con- 
tract exists between the two companies. 

Sleepers are ran on this road, which are owned jointly by 
this company and the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia 
Rail Road ignd the Norfolk and Western Rail Bpad. 

Compensation received for transporting the United States 
mail is $28,051.01 per annum. Contract from July 1st, 
1880, to June 30th, 1884. 

STATEMENTS OF ACCIDENTS. 

July 9th, 1880, at Leighton, an excursion train going 
west, Ferryman Conductor, a negro man jumped from the 
train while in motion, into a water way, and injured him- 
self so that he afterward died. He was taken charge of by 
his friends — name not known. 

5 
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November 23d, 1880, Harry Henderson, brakeman for 
Conductor Kelly, had two fingers badly mashed at Madison, 
while making a coupling. 

January 15th, 1881. Tiain No. 6, Landers, engineer, struck 
a negro man who was crossing trestle near mile post 187. 
Engineer blew the alarm and tried in every way to avoid 
striking him. There was a man with him who tried to get 
him to get off, but he said he would cross the trestle ahead 
of train. His left arm wes broken and he had a large cut 
in his forehead, and seemed to be hurt internally. 

January 19th, 1881. Dave Frisoo, brakeman for Con- 
ductor Nathurst, had his hand mashed while coupling cars 
about four miles east of Madison. 

March 11th, 1881, No. 5, Guerin Conductor, ran over a 
man oiie mile east of Larkinsville. The body was badly 
mangled. An inquest was held and the body left with the 
authorities. The man was seen too late to stop train before 
striking him. 

May 28th, 1881. No. 5, GriflBn conductor, was badly 
wrecked near mile post 139, caused by broken rail, six cars 
and engine thrown from track and badly ditched. Engineer 
Swatts and fireman Wooley badly injured, and brakeman 
Josh Evans slightly wounded. 

June 11th, 1881. As extra west, Grigg Conductor, was 
going into Trinity, brakeman Wm. Patterson (colored), in 
going up ladder on side of caboose, was struck on head by 
spout of water tank, hurting him severely. 
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■ 

0^ the East TenneaaeCj Virginia and Georgia Mail Road^ 
operating the Selma, Rome and Dalton Rail Road^ for Uie 
year ending June 30th, 1881. 

OFFICERS. 

E. W. Cole, President , Chattanooga, Tenn. 

C. M. McGhee, Vice President Knoxville, Tenn. 

Jas. G. Mitchell, Secretary and Treasurer.. Knoxville, Tenn. 

George Brown, General Solicitor Knoxville, Tenn. 

Jno. F. O'Brien, Chief Engineer Knoxville, Tenn. 

Jno. F. O'Brien, General Superintendent.. Knoxville, Tenn. 
Jno. M. Bridges, Division Superintendent.. Selm a, Ala. 

DIRECTORS. /J 1~ C 

Joseph R. Anderson Eresknl, Tenn. 

Henry B. Davis Cleveland, Tenn. 

W. C. Kyle Whit^sburg, Tenn. 

Jas. R. Ogden Knoxville, Tenn. 

C. M. McGhee Knoxville, Tenn. 

E. J. Sanford Knoxville, Tenn. 

Jos. Jacques Knoxville, Tenn. 

O. P. Rogan Knoxville, Tenn. 

Jas. A. Roosvell New York, N. Y. 

T. G. Barrett Augusta, Ga. 

R. H. Richards Atlanta, Ga. 

E. W. Cole Nashville, Tenn. 

B. F. Newcomer Baltimore, Md. 

H. Walters ...Baltimore, Md. 

Capital stock as authorized by law $2,000,000 

" " as since fixed 5,000,000 

" " paid in 5,000,000 

Number of shares issued.. 50,000 

Amount paid in on each share 100 
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FUNDED DEBT. 



Mortgage bonds for diflFerent purposes and due at 

different periods $6,50i>,000 



FLOATING DEBT. 



Unfunded debt incurred for construction, 
equipment, or purchase of property (bills 
payable )./ $ 167,600 

Due R. T. Wilson & Co 136,924.93 



Total amount floating debt June 30th, 1881 304,524.93 



Total amount funded and floating debt June 

30th 1881 $6,813,524.93 

COST. 

Total cost of entire road to date, and equip- 
ment , $12,567,254.30 

Average of same per mile of main line laid 

including equipment * 26,346.44 

Proportion of same for Alabama, total cost 

to date, June 30th, 1881 $ 2,545,528.83 

Rate and date of all cash dividpuds of original or consoli- 
dated company, as follows : 

Three per cent. October 1st, 1880, on $2,000,000, 

Three per cent. May 15th, 1881, on 5,000,000, consolidated. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF ROAD, (Selma Divisiou,) 




Length of main line from Selma, Alabama to 

Dalton, Georgia 

Length of sidings i 

Aggregate length of main line and sidings..., 

Guage of road 5 ft. 

Number of miles steel rail in use 



(( 



u 



" iron 



u a u 



iron 56 ibs. 



Weight of raU per yard j gteei*.*.".'.V.'.'.'.56 lbs." 
Miles of track not ballasted, 



236.00 

15.70 

251.70 

35.90 
200.10 



206.00 



Leng'h 
in Ala. 

Miles. 



171.63 
11.07 

182.80 

31.52 
140.11 



180.00 
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This road is crossed at grade by the Alabama Central 
Rail Road at Selma, and the South and North Alabama Rail 
road at Calera. 



Number of stations on main line j j^^gj^jj^ 

wood and coal stations 

water stations .',... 

engine houses 

caB " 

machine shops 

car 



(( 




In Ala. 



24 

9 
12 
2 
1 
1 
1 



Location of shops as above in Alabama : Selma and Patona. 
\ 

LOCOMOTIVES. 

Number of locomotives for passenger service 5 

Number of locomotives for freight service 13 

Number of locomotives for switching service 4 

Total number of locomotives 22 

CARS. 

Number of first class passenger cars 8 

Number of second class passenger cars 4 

Number of baggage, mail and express cars (combined)... 6 

Number of box cars 183 

Number of stock cars 7 

Number of platform, coal or stone cars, (8 wheel) 134 

Number of coal, stone or ore cars, (4 wheel) 29 

Number of caboose cars 8 

Number of repair cars, (push) 26 

Number of repair cars, (lever and crank) 26 

Number of service cars 6 

Number of pile machine cars 1 

Number of wrecking cars / 
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Westinghouse automatic brake is in use on this road for 
passenger service. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, includ- 

ing officials 750 

Same in Alabama 600 

CONSOLIDATED GENERAL EICHIBIT, FROM BOOKS OF ENTIRE LINE. 

Total income $2,117,664.79 

Total expenses, including taxes ,......, 1,191,1 56.30 

Net income $ 936,808.49 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS OF THE 8ELMA DIVISION. 

From local passengers $106,314.28 

" through " 26,612.92 

" express 8,800.00 

'' mails... 15,157.87 

Total earnings passenger department $156,885.07 

From local freight 858,691.81 

«' through " 209,782.29 

Total earnings freight department $568,474.10 

Car rent, sale of old material, &c 14,453.68 

Tatal income from all sources.. $739,812.85 

NO. OF DAILY TRAINS, SELMA DIVISION. 

Average number of daily passenger trains over road 2 

" " " " freight « " road 2 

" " " " mixed (passenger and 
freight) trains over road 2 

Total number of daily trains over road 6 
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No, of passenger train miles 229,384 

" " freight " miles ,....297,779 

" " mixed (passenger and freight) train miles 160,008 

'^ " service or work train miles 419,95 

Total number of train miles 729,166 

Total number of passengers carried one mile west 

^^^^^C^east 3,797,920 

" number of tons of ^freight carried one mile 

west ^ast..'^;. 24,716,265 

EARNINGS (SELMA DIVISION.) 

Total earnings per mile of road 3,134.80 

Total earnings per train mile passenger .58 

" " " " « freight 1.24 

Earnings per passenger per mile .03^ 

" " ton of freight (local and through) 

per mile .02 340 

Total gross earnings of entire line (Selma to Dal- 

ton) $739,812.86 

Earnings of line in State of Ala., (171-236 pro).. ..536,050.83 

EXPENSES (selma DIVISION.) 

Total expenses per mile of road... $2,084.34 

Percentage of total expenses to gross earnings 66.49 

LANDS. 

The land once belonging to Selma Bome and Dal ton Bail 
Road Company were sold on June 14th, 1880, to a New York 
Company of which Mr. Fred WolfFe is at present trustee or 
active manager. 

Southern Express Company runs on this road (S. B. & D. 
B. B.) This company allowing them one car daily on ea#h 
noT\h and south bound trains, for which they pay $800.00 per 
month. This refers to the 236 miles from Selma to Dalton 
from which a deduction of $800.00 was made for four dull 
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months in summer, by special agreement, making net 
$8,800.00 received for the years service. 

$15,157.87 wis received by the Selma Division for the 
year ending June 30th, 1881, for transportation of the U. S. 
Mails. 

STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 

September 13th, 1880, Geo. M. Kerr, brakeman, first finger 
mashed in coupling cars at Alabama Furnace. 

December 21st, 1880, G. H. Craw, brakeman, leg injured 
by being caught between the platforms of two cars at Ma- 
plesville Alabama ; 

January 21st, 1881, W. H. Craft,- passenger, ii^'ured 
while traveling in caboose of freight train, accident caused by 
breaking an axle under a Louisville and Nashville car. Ca- 
boose turned over — ^in Calhoun county ; 

May 5th, 1881, C. H. Cornell, yard master, injured while 
coupling cars, at Selma ; 

May 13th, 1881, Thornton Gardner, brakeman, fell from 
top of freight train near Randolph, Alabama, leg broken ; 

May 26tb5 1881, unknown negro, near Calera, supposed to 
have been killed — said to have been an escaped convict ; 

June 29th, 1881, Bill Scott, brakeman, knocked off from 
top of train by Oastenaula bridge and killed, was sitting on 
top of ventilator ; 



REPORT 

Oj the South and North Alabama Rail Road Company for the 

year ending June SOth^ 1881, 

OFFICERS. 

H. Victor Newcomb, President New York, N. Y. 

E. P. Alexander, Vice " Louisville Ky. 

H. M. Bush, Secretary and Treasurer Montgomery, Alabama. 
Operated by the Louisville and Nashville Rail Road Com- 
pany. 
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NAMES OF DIRECTORS. 



H. Victor Newcomb, E. P. Alexander, 

H. C. Murrell, Josiah Morris, 

Thos. Joseph, W. O. Baldwin, 

Jno. W. Durr, B. S. Bibb, 

Boiling Hall, J. W. Sloss, 

John Milner, LukePryor. 

Geo. A. Washington. 

Capital Stock (common) l,461,7t)7.43 

" " (preferred) 2,000,000.00 

FUNDED DEBT 

First mortgage bonds due January, 1890, bear- 
ing interest at 8 per cent, which is pay- 
ble semi-annually 391,000.00 

Stirling sinking funds mortgage bonds due May^ 

1903, bearing interest at 6 per cent, which is payable 
semi-annually $4,941,180,00 

SocbnS^mortgage bondSss^e April 1 st, ^1^0, bear- 

inginJ&!;^t at 6 peTogn^;. whiGniS~pay^--->. 

ble semi-annmiil^ !^^^^>>^. $t\m,lfiD.pO'^^ 

Second mortgage bonds due April 1st, 1910, 
bearing interest at 6 per cent., which is 

payable semi-annually 2,000,000.00 

Total amount of funded debt on June 

30th,1881 $7,332,180.00 

FLOATING DEBT. 

Unfounded debt incurred for construction equip- 
ment, or purchase of property $579,835.66 

Total amount of funded and floating debt on 

June 30th, 1881 $7,912,015.66 

COST. 

Total cost of entire road to date, including 

equipment $10,202,696.55 

6 
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Average of same per mile of main line laid... 54,016.82 

Length of main line from Decatur to Mont- 
gomery (all in Alabama) 182.88 miles 

Length of sidings 29.55 

Length of branch from Elmore,Ala., to Wetumpka 6. 
Length of sidings 46 

Total length of main line, branch and sidings 218.88 

Gauge of road 5 feet 

Number of miles steel rail in use 134.27 

Number of miles iron rail in use 84.61 

Weight of rail per yard, steel 68 lbs. 

Weight of rail per yard, iron 56 to 60 

Number of iron bridges 35 

Aggregate length of same 5,123 feet. 

No. of combination (wood and iron) bridges 52 

Aggregate length of same 1,608 

No. of wooden trestles (pile and frame) 116 

Aggregate length of same 10,741 

Miles of track not ballasted 141.21 miles 

Miles of track ballasted with stone 2 

Miles of track ballasted with gravel and sand... 47,67 

Alabama Great Southern Rail Road crosses this road at 

grade at Birmingham, Ala., and the Selma, Rome & Dalton 

Rail Road crosses it at grade at Calera. 

No. of stations on main line with agents — passengers 64 

freight ?5 

No. of stations on branch with agents — passengers 1 

No. of wood and coal stations 4 

No. of water stations 10 

No. of engine houses 3 

No. of machine and car shops combined 1 

No. of machine shops 1 

No. of car shops 1 
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Location of buildings as above : Decatur, Birmingham 

and Montgomery. 

Amount invested in same, including improve- 
ments and machinery $30,000.00 



« 


No. 


Aver- 
age 
cost. 


No. of locomotives for passenger service...... 

No. of locomotives for freight service 


9 
31 


$ 4,500 
4,500 


No. of locomotives for switching service 

Total No. of locomotives 


4 


4,500 


43 


$ 4,500 





No. of first class passenger cars 

No. of baggage, mail and expr. (combined) 

No, of box cars 

No. of stock cars 

No. of platform cars 

No. of coal, stone, or ore cars (eight wheels) 

No. of caboose cars, 

No. of service cars 

No. of wrecking cars 




Average 
cost. 



$1,500 
1,000 
280 
240 
200 
220 
250 
800 
1,000 



Westinghquse automatic air brake used for passenger ser^ 
vice. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, includ- 
ing officials , 1485 

Same in Alabama 1485 

Total income $1,278,660.28 

Total expense, including taxes 1,058,467.77 

Net income 220,192.51 

Interest on funded and unfunded debt., 447,511.38 

Earnings from local passengers 167,898.05 

Earnings from through passengers 74,803.80 
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Earnings from extra baggage 1,358 82 

Earnings from express 11.640.14 

Ear^^'ngs from mails 13.598.29 

Total earnings, passenger depaHment 269,299.10 

Earnings fromlocal freight 440.306.52 

Earnings from through freight 541,379.65 

Total earnings freight department 981,686.17 

Train privileges 499,92 

Oar detention^ Ac 9,20 

Rents .' 1,849.54 

Uents of engines to foreign roads, etc 2,410.00 

Net profit on commissary department 22,906.35 

Total income from all sources 1,278,660.28 

Average n»n>ber of daily pass, trains over road 4.47 

Average number of daily freight trains over road 10.12 

Total number of daily trains 14.59 

No. of passenger train miles 303,481 

No. of freight train miles 692,815 

No. of mixed (passenger and freight) miles 9.669 

No. of service or work train.. 47,470 

Total number of train miles 1,053,435 

No. of passengers carried one mile north 3,876,945 

No. of passengers carried one mile south 3,292,007 

Total number of passengers carried one mile north 

and south 7,168,966 

No of tons of freight carried one mile north .24,988,140 

No. of tons of freight carried one mile south .58,434,679 

Total number of tons of freight carried one miles 

north and south 83,422,819 



J 
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• 

Total earnings per mile of road $6,769.70 

Total earnings. per train mile, pass, (cents) 87.345 

Total earnings per train mile, freight (cents) 1.47,013 

Earnings per passenger per mile 03,385 

Earnings per ton of freight (local and through) per 

mile (cents) 01,118 

Total gross earnings of entire line 1,278,660.28 

Earnings of the line in Alabama 1,278,660.28 

Total expenses per mile of road 5,436.95 

Percentage of total expenses to gross earnings. ^80,31 per cent 
Percentage of total passenger expenses to 

passenger eaniings 1^02,15 per cent 

Percentage of total freight expenses to freight 

earnings ^6^9 per cent 

Cost per train mile passenger (cents) ^89^2 

Cost per train mile freight (cent) \(^V^ 

R. W. A. WiLDAj General Land Agent, Birmingham, Ala- 
bama. 

This Company owns 600 acres of agricultural lands in 
Cullman county, valued at 50 cents per acre. 200 acres of 
same description and value in Blount county, and 566 acres 
of same description and value in Jeiferson county. Also, 
194 acres of mineral land in Walker county, valued at 50 
cents per acre. Total 1560 acres valued at $780.00. 

Pullman Southern Car Company run sleepers on this 
road, for which they are paid three c^nts per mile. 



A 
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ACCIDENTS TO PERSONS. 





From causes be- 
yond their own 
cantrol. 


From their own 
misconduct or 
carelessness. 


Total. 




1 


1 

s 


• 

1 

•ptf 


t 

3 


1 


t 


Passengers 







3 
3 




2 

1 


6 

12 
4 



2 

1 


8 


Employes 

Others 


15 

4 






Total 





6 


3 


21 


3 


27 







STATEMENT OF EACH ACCIDENT. 



Date. Locality. 



July 






Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 

Dec. 

(i 

{( 

Feb. 

(I 

(( 
Mar. 

u 
u 
u 
u 
(i 
(( 
u 



27 
22 

31 

18 

5 

5 

6 

20 

21 

3 

9 

6 

16 

7 

17 
19 
27 
27 
18 
27 



Calera 

Davis & C . 
Elmore... . 
Coopers . . 
Morris. . . . 
Birm'ham . 
Decatur. . 
Strasburg . 
Calera . . . 
Birm'ham . 



(( 



(i 



Name. 



Hartselle. . 
CI. Creak. 
Gullihorn.. 
Previtts . . . 
Pierces, . . . 
Calera . . . 



(i 



Bl. Springs 
Cullman.. . 



J. S. Callahan. .. 

Hy Pigeon 

M. Croker, (c). . 

J. Appenons 

Three negroes . . 

Chas. Mills 

W. R. Vaughan. 
Mose Maddox,(c) 
W. S. Pickering. 

H. Young 

H. Guthrie 

J. S. Shields 

W. D. Brewster. 
W. L. Johnston. 
J. A. Davenport. 
Unknown negro. 
W. A. Dobbs. .. 

Mr. Baim 

Jno. Kelly 

Mr. Schaeffler. . . 



Injury. 



Fing«r crushed. . 
Leg broken 



u 



14 



(1 



i( 



All bruised. . 

Killed 

Arm broken. 

Killed 

Finger hurt.. 



(( 



(( 



Killed 

Hand mashed. . 
Finger mashed. 
Back Hurt. . . . 



Slightly bruised 
Leg broken... .) 

Back hurt ) 

Side hurt 

Unknown 



Cause. 



Coupling cars. 
Fell off train. 
Jumping on train. 



it 



(4 



»« 



Asleep on track. 
Coupling cars. 
Fell off train. 
Drunk on track. 
Coupling cars. ' 



(( 



(I 



(t 



iC 



i( 



<i 



i( 



Fell on track. 
Coupling cars. 
Asleep on track. 
Jumping off train 

in motion. 
Engine off track. 
Jumping off train. 
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REPORT 

OJ the Selma and Greensboro Rail Mood Company for the 

year ending June SOth^ 1881. 

OFFICERS. 

A. W. Jones, President Selma, Ala. 

J. W. Crenshaw, Vice President , Marion, Ala. 

W. C. Crenshaw, Secretary Selma, Ala. 

E. K. Carlile, Treasurer Selma, Ala. 

W. M. Brooks, General Solicitor Selma, Ala. 

Belton Mickle, Cheif Engineer Selma, Ala. 

A. M. Fowlkes, General Superintendent Selma, Ala. 

J. B. Read, Division Superintendent Greensboro, Ala. 

. General oflBces at Selma, Ala. 

NAMES AND RESIDENCES OF DIRECTORS. 

A. W. Jones Selma, Ala. 

J. W. Crenshaw Marion, Ala. 

E. W. Rucker Marion, Ala. 

E. K. Carlile Selma, Ala. 

Xucy A. Crenshaw...... Marion, Ala. 

W. T.Crenshaw ^ Selma, Ala. 

W. M. Brooks Selma, Ala. 

Capital stock $500,000 00 

Amount subscribed 500,000 00 

Number of shares 5,000 00 

Amount paid in on each share 100 00 

Length of main line from New Orleans Junction 

to Greensboro ( whole road in Alabama) 44 miles. 

Length of sidings \ " 

Length of main line of leased road from Selma to 
New Orleans Junction 10 miles. 
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Aggregate length of main line, leased roads and 

sidings 65| miles. 

Gauge of road 6 feet. 

Number of miles of iron rail in use 55^ miles. 

Weight of same per yard 48 to 66 lbs. 

Number of wooden trestles 69. 

Aggregate length of wooden trestles 3,674 feet 

Miles of track not ballasted 15 

Miles of track ballasted with sand 29 

This road crosses the Alabama Central Rail Road at grade 
at Marion Junction. 

Number of stations oH main line (passenger) 8 

Number of stations on mainline (freight) 8 

Number of wood and coal stations 6 

Number of water stations.. 4 

Number of engine houses 1 

Number of car houses 2 

Number of machine and car shops combined 1 

Location of buildings as above and shops at Marion and 
Selma. 



No. of locomotives 

No. of first class passenger cars 

No. of second class passenger cars 

No. of baggage mail and express cars com 

bined 

No. of box cars 

No. of platform cars 

No. of caboose cars 

No. of repair cars (push) 

No. of repair cars (lever and crank) 

No. of pile machine cars 



No. 


Average 
cost. 


3 

1 


$6,000 
4,000 


1 


2,500 


1 


3,000 


12 


700 


13 


250 


2 


400 


8 


25 


8 


75 


1 


800 
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Ordinary hand brake in use on this road. 

Average number of persons employed regularly, including 

officials 100 

Same in Alabama 100 

Total income $88,467 00 

Total expenses, including taxes 71,151 04 

Net income I $17,316 82 

« 

Earnings from local passengers $18,226 25 

Earnings from express 1,550 00 

Earnings from mails 2.509 44 

Total earnings passienger department $22,285 69 

From local freight $65,943 67 

From other sources freight dept 238 50 

Total earnings freight department $66,182 17 

Total income from all sources $88,467 86 

Total earnings per mile of road $1,638 66 

Total expense per mile of road 1,317 61 

Southern Express Company rents space in cars of this 
company, but for no specified time. 

Compensation received for transportation of United States 
mail is $47 00 per mile per annum, four years from June 
30th, 1880. 

ACCIDENTS. 

April 7th, 1881, at Selma, Ala., B. F. Bartlett, neither 
passenger nor employee, was stinick by engine and injured. 

' '7 
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liEPORT 



Of the Nashville and Decatur Rail Road Company^ for 

the year ending Ju7ie SOth^ 1S81» 



OFFICERS. 

J. W. Slossj President. 
G. W. Seay, Secretary. 
Operated by Louisville and Nashville Rail lioad Company. 

DIRECTORS. 

J. W. Sloss, W. M. Duncan, 

John Orr, Jno. F. Wheeless, 

A, H. Lusk, Byrd Douglass, 

John Ramage, D. B. Cliffe, 

J. W. Baugh, John Frierson, 

Lucius Frierson, T. M. Jones, 

S. E. Rose,. J. T. Tanner, 

Geo. Mason. 

Capital stock paid in $1,642,557 33 

DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds due, due 1st January 1900, 
bearing interest at 7 per cent., which is paya- 
ble semi-annually, amount $1,900,000 

Second mortgage bonds due 1st April, 1887, bear- 
ing interest at 6 per cent, which is payable 
semi-annually » 178,000 

United States Government obligations due 1882, 
bearing interest at 5 per cent., which is payable 
semi-annually 64,000 

Total amount of funded debt on 30th June, 1881, $2,142,000 
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Total cost of entire road to date, including 

equipment $4,186,196 25 

Average of same per mile of main line laid... 35,151 52 

Cost of road and equipment per mile of main 

line operated by company 35, 151 52 



Length of main line from Nashville to Decatur 

Length of sidings 

Aggregate length of main line and branches.. 

Aggregate length of sidings 

Aggregate length of main line and sidings.... 

G-uage of road 5 ft. 

Number of miles steel rail in use 



(( 



(( 



u iron '^ " 



(( 



W«ightof rail per yard j fr^^n'.go-to eo ftsl 

Number of bridges and trestles 

Number of iron bridges 

Aggregate length of iron bridges 

Number of combination (wood & iron) bridges 

Aggregate length of comb'n bridges 

Number of wooden trestles (pile and frame).. 

Aggregate length of same 

Miles of track not ballasted 

ballasted with stone 

gravel 

sand 



44 
44 



44 
44 



44 

44 



44 



44 



44 



44 



44 



44 



44 



Whole 


Leng'h 


length 


in Ala. 


Miles. 


Miles. 


122.00 


27.00 


13.2 


1.9 


122.00 


87.00 


13.2 


1.9 


135.2 


28.9 


65.30 




69.9 


- 


61 




5 




233 ft. 




19 




3620 ft 




28 




3975 ft 




28 


* 


56 


• 


11 




27 





Memphis & Charleston Bail Boad crosses this road at 
grade at Decatur. 
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f|1 



Number of stations on main line ( Passeng 

with agent* ( Freight 

wood and coal stations 

water stations 

engine houses 

car and machine shops (combined) 

machine shops 

car " 





a 




ki 




i( 




k4 




U 


u 


u 



Total. 

28 

3 
10 
1 
1 
1 
1 



In A la. 



1 
3 



• 


No. 

• 


Aver- 
age 
cost. 


No. of locomotives for passenger service...... 

No. of locomotives for freiffht service 


7 
14 


14,500 
4,500 


No. of locomotives for switching service 

Total No. of locomotives 


4 


4,500 


25 


$4,500 





No. of first class passenger cars 

No. of baggage, mail and expr. (combined) 

No. of box cars 

No. of platform cars 

No. of coal, stone, or ore cars (eight wheels) 

No. of caboose cars, 

No. of service cars 

No. of wrecking cars 

No. of tool cars 




Average 

cost. 



$1,500 
1,000 
280 
200 
220 
250 
200 
1,000 
300 



Westinghouse automatic brake is used for passenger ser- 
vice, hand brake for freight. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, in- 
cluding officials 653 

game in Alabama 148 



I 
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Total income $1,023,498.02 

Total expenses, including taxes... .^ 680,239.25 

Net income.... 343,258.82 

Earnings from local passengers $146,395.16 

,.E8^rnings from through passengers 41,536.83 

. Earnings from extra baggage 1 ,480.60 

. Earjaings from express 12,200.42 

Earnings from mails 13,902.92 

Total earnings passenger department 215,515.93 

Earnings from local freight.... 380,304.81 

Earnings from through freight 418,759.76 

Total earnings freight department 799,064.57 

Earnings from train privileges 300.00 

Earnings trom rent of engines to other roads. 174.00 

Earnings from car detention, storage,etc., 45,35 

Earnings frqm rents 8,398.17 

Total incbmefrom all sources.... $1,023,498.02 

Average number of daily passenger trains over roafl 4.04 
Average number of daily freight trains over road... 9.43 

Total number of trains over road 13.47 

Number of passenger train miles 175,408 

Nunber of freight train miles 409,792 

Number of sevice or work Train miles 16,799 

Total number of train miles 601,999 

Number of passengers carried one mile north 3,043,815 

Number of passengers carried one mile south 2,883,768 

Total number of passengers carried one mile north 

and south 5,927,583 
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Number of tons of freight carried one mile north..21 ,366,118 
Number of tons of freight carried one mile 8oath..38^781,500 
Total number tons of freight carried one mile 

north and south 55,097,618 

Total earnings per mile of road $8,686.69 

Total earnings per train mile, passenger l.%865 

Total earnings per train mile, freight 1.94993 

Earnings i)er passenger per mile .08174 

Earnings per ton of freight (local and through) 

per mile 01450 

Total gross earnings of entire line 11,023^498.02 

Earnings of line in the State of 

Alabama 22.131 per cent 226,510.35 

Total expenses per mile of road 5,686.18 

Percentage of total expenses to gross earn- 
ings 66.16 percent 

Percentage of total pass, expenses to pass. 

earnings 83.49 per cent 

Percentage of total freight expenses to freight 

earnings 62.23 per cent 

Cost per train mile passenger 1.0258 

Cost per train mile freight ^.... 1.2134 

Cost per passenger mile with baggage.. . .^i^.vt^ 2.44 
Cost per gross ton per mile (local and 

through) in freight trains j^. ^i%^l 

Southern Express Company runs on this road, for which 
privilege they pay to the Rail Road Company 40 per cent of 
gross earnings. ♦ 

Pullman Southern Car Company run sleepers on this road. 
Have contract for five years. They are paid 3 cents per mile for 
use of same, by this rail road company. 

$13,902.92 were received from the Government for trans- 
portation of mails for the year ending June 30th, 1881. Pay- 
ments are made quarterly, and compensation based on weight 
of mail matter transported. 
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STATEMENT OF EACH ACCIDENT. 



April 11th, 1881, at Harris^ Win. Malone (col.,) sleeping 
on track, bruised. 

June 16th, at Hayes' Mill, John Koebler, climbing on car, 
leg slightly hurt. 

March 10th, at Athens, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Oanniff, Dr. 
Haver, Jno. Lowery and R. P. Brown, were all more or less 
shafcen up. Coach ditched by broken rail. None seriously 
hurt. 

March 18th, at Elkmont, D. Lee had his hip bruised by 
falling on rail. 



REPORT 

Oj the East Alabama Rail Way Company for the year ending 

June SOth^ 1881. 

OFFICERS. 

B. Perkins, President New York, N. Y. 

Richard Irwin, Jr., Secretary " " " 

Osgood Welsh, Treasurer '' " " 

Edward Patterson, General Solicitor '• " " 

W. W. Barnes, Oeneral Superintendent Opelika, Ala. 

J. D. McKenzie, Division Superintendent....Gadsden, Ala. 

General offices at Opelika, Alabama. 

NAMES AND RESIDENCES OF DIRECTORS. 

B. Perkins New York, N, Y. 

Richard Irwin, Jr " " " 

Osgood Welsh " ". " 

Charles L. Perkins " " " 

Edward Livingston " '' " 

Alexander Irwin " " •' 

John Welch, Jr Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Capital stock paid in $200,000 

Number of shares ; 2,000 

Amount paid in on each share lOO 

April 26th, 1881, a cash dividend of 2^ per cent, declared . 

Length of main line from Opelika Junction to 

Buffalo (all in Alabama.). 2*3 miles. 

Length of siding \ " 

Length of Branch from Gadsden to Attalla 5 miles 

Length of sidings i 

Aggregate length of main line, branch & sidings... 25| 

Guageof road 5 ft. 

Number of miles of steel rail in use i . 

Number of miles iron rail in use 25 'A 

< 

Weight of rail per yard, steel 5G lb. 

Weight of rail per yard, iron 50 

Number of bridges & trestles 4 

Number of wooden bridges 4 

Aggregate length of wooden bridges..... 375 ft. 

Track not ballasted 

Number of stations on main line, freight 3 

" " " " " " passenger 3 

" " " " branch, passenger..... 2 

'' " " " '' freight 2 

'' '' wood and coal stations 2 

" " water stations 2 

" " engine houses 1 

Total number of locomotives 3 
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No. of second class passenger cars 

No. of baggage, mail and express cars combined 

No. of box cars 

No. of platform cars 

No. of'repair cars (push) 

No. of repair cars (lever and crank) 



1 
1 

8 
4 

3 

2 



Average 
cost. 

$2,800 

2,200 

425 

300 

40 

75 



Hand brake is used on this road 

Average number of persons regularly employed by 

company, including officials... 25 

Same in Alabama 25 

Total income $42,557.59 

Total expenses, including taxes 20,922.69 

Dividends declared (2^ per cent.) 5,000.00 

Balance for the year 883.84 

Balance (profit and loss) last year 1 ,046.76 

Amount received from assessments and interest.., 14,151.06 

Sundry expenses 30,948.88 

Earnings from local passengers 6,515.45 

Earnings from mails 256.51 



Total earnings from passenger department 6,771.96 

Earnings from local freight 35,623.14 

Earnings from other sources, freight department... 162.49 



Total earnings freight department 35,785.63 

Total income frcm all sources $42,557.59 

Total earnings per mile of road 1,702.30 

Total gross earnings of entire line 42,557.59 

Earnings of line in State of Alabama 42,557,59 

8 
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Total expe&fies per mile of road 836.90 

Pereenta^ of total expenses^o gross earnings, 49.16 per ct« 

STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 

is B. Molds, killed September 7th, 1880, employee, near 
Gadsden* Fell from top of cars while train was in motion. 

Emma Woodliff, Sept. 12th 1880, passenger, iignred bjr 
jumping from train while in motion. 



REPORT 

0/ the Columbus and Western Bailway Company for eight 

mmUhs^ ending June SOth^ 1881. 

OFFICERS. 

Wm« M. Wadley, President, Savannah, Oa. 
W. G« Raoul, President, pro tern., Savannah, 6a. 
Kdw. Kclntyre, Secretary and Treasurer, Savannah, Ga. 
iK D« Fitzhugh, Chief Engineer, Blount Springs, Ala. 
E. A* Flewellen, General Manager, Opelika, Ala« 

NAMES AND RESIDENCES OF DIRECTORS. 

W, G. Raoul, Savannah, Georgia. 
3, P, Gilmore, Savannah, Georgia. 
3. 3. Gresham, Macon, Georgia. 
£. A. Flewellen, Opelika, Alabama. 
H. H. Epping, Columbus, Georgia. 
Geo. P. Harrison, Opelika, Alabama. 
Percy K. Pyne, New York, N. Y. 
Samuel Sloan, New York. N. Y. 

FUNDED DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds^ due January 1st, 1911, bear- 
ing interest at six per cent, which is payable on 
thelst of January and Ist July $677,000 
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Total amount of funded and floating debt on the 

30th of June, 1880 $677,000 

Cost of entire road to date, and equipment $677,700.89 

Length of line, from Opelika to Goodwater 60 miles 

Length of sidings 1^ " 

Guage of road. , 5 feet 

No. of miles iron rail in use 61J^ mis. 

Weight of iron rail in use 45 to 56 lbs. 

Number of bridges and trestles 43 

Number of wooden bridges 17 

Aggregate length of wooden bridges 20230 feet. 

Number of wooden trestles 26 

Aggregate length of wooden trestles 10,633 ft. 

None of the road ballasted. 

Number of stationson road 14 

Number of* engine houses 1 

Number of machine and car shops (combined)... 1 

Above buildings located at Opelika, Ala. 

Amount invested in same (including improvments and 
machinery, $1,000. 

Number of locomotives 2 

Number of second class passenger cars 1 

Number of box 8 

Number of platform cars 10 

Number''of repair cars (push) 9 

Number of repair cars (level and crank) 9 

Hand brake is used on this road. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, includ- 
ing officials • 125 

Same in Alabama ^ 121 
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Total income ♦44,199.66 

Total expenses, including taxes 31,332.11 

Net income 12,867.55 

Earnings from local passengers $ 8,594.6d 

Earnings from mails 1,960.64 

Total earnings passenger department $10,555.30 

Total earnings freight department 33,644.36 

Total income trom all sources $44,199.66 

Total earnings per mile of road $736.66 

Total expenses per mile of road 522.20 

Compensation received for carrying the mails per 

annum $2,941,00 

ACCIDENTS. 

November, 1880. Logan Calhoun injured from being run 
over by engine. 



REPORT 

Oj the Tuskegee Narrow Guage Rail Road Company for 

year ending June SOth^ 1881, 

yf , H. Wright, Treasurer and Agent, Tuskegee, Alabama. 

Total cost of entire road to date $38,358.59 

Total cost of entire equipment 14,677.46 

Length of line from Chehaw to Tuskegee.. 5^ miles. 

Length of sidings i 

Guage of road ? feet. 

Weight of rail per yard 25 & 30 lbs. 

Number of bridges and trestles 3 

Aggregate length of woodert trestles 300 feet. 
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NuiAber of locomotives 2, average cost $4602.5'J 



Average 
cost. 



Number of first class passenger cars 

Number of baggage, mail and express cars. 

Number of box cars , 

Number of platform cars 




2,456.74 

1,014.55 

825.00 

267.53 



Total income $8634.93 

Total expenses, including taxes. . . . . : 6951.88 



Net income 1683.05 

Acquired by purchase in 1879, 329 acres of timber 

lands, value placed on same $500.00 

Private party has express contract on this road, by the 
month. 

Compensation received for carrying the mail annu- 
ally, (paid quarterly) $256.50 



REPORT 

Of the Viektburg and Bi'unswick R^l Road Company for the 

year ending June SOthj 188 1, 

OFFICERS. 

Wm. M, Wadley, President, Savannah, Ga. 
Edw. Mclntyre, Secretary & Treasurer, Savannah, Ga. 
\V. F. Shellman, Division Superintendent, Macon, Ga. 
W G. Raoul, President pro. tern., Savannah, Ga. 

General offices at Savannah Ga. 
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Capital Stock as authorized by law $ 80,000 

Capital stock paid in 80,000 

Numl)er of shares issued SOO. 

Amount paid in on each share lOO 

Cost of entire road to date , $ 80,000 

Proportion of same for Alabama 80,000 

■ • 

Length of road from Eufaula to Clayton 21 miles. 

Length of sidings 4290 ft. 

Total length of main line and sidings 21.4290-5280 miles. 

Guageof road : 5 ft. 

No. of miles iron rail in use... 21.4290-5280 miies. 

Weight of iron rail per yard 46 lbs. 

No. of bridges and Trestles 60 

No of wooden bridges 6 

Aggregate length of wooden bridges 548 ft. 

Aggregate length of wooden trestles 2701 ft. 

No. of miles not ballasted with stone 21.4290-5280 

No. of stations on road, passenger 2 

No. of stations on road, freight 2 

r 

No. of locomotiyes 1. Cost $4,000 

No. of second class pass. cars.. .2. Average cost 2,000 

JIand brake in use on this road. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, includ- 
ing oflBcials 21 

Same in Alabama 19 

Total incoms $35,375.72 

Total expenses, including taxes 21,225.43 

Net income ....$14,150.29 

Earnings from local passengers $ 6,312.55 

Earnings from mails 890.62 



Total earnings passenger department 7,203.17 



> 



y 
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Earnings from local freight 28,172.55 

Total earnings freight department 28,172.55 

Total income from all sources i?35,375.72 

Average number of mixed trr ns (pass, and frei.^Lt), 

over road daily 2 

Total number of trains over road daily 2 

No. of mixed (pass, and freight) train mile?' 13,146 

No. of service or work train mile.« 500 

Total earnings per mile of road • $1 ,684.56 

Total expenses per mile of road *. 1,010.73 

STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 

« 

December 28th, 1880, Lawson Wat's, employee, killed by 
engine running over "stock and throw a from track. 



REPORT 

Of the New Orleans and Selma JRai Road Company for the 

year ending June SOiJu 1881* 

OFFICERS. 

« 

John Tucker, Trustee, Philadelphia, Penn. 
L. B. Schofield, Superintendent, Selma, Ala. 

General offices at Selma, Ala. 

Length of main line from Selma to Martins 20 miles. 

Quage of road 5 feet. 

Weight of rail per yard 58 lbs. 

Number of bridges and trestles ..10 

Number of wooden bridges ;.... 4 

Aggregate length of wooden bridges.... 250 feet. 



Number of wooden trestles 6 

Aggi^egate length of wooden trestles 500 feet.* 

Alabama Central Division of the East Tennessee, Virginia 
and Georgia Rail Road crosses this road at grade at Selma^ 
Alabama. 

No. of stations on road, passenger and freight 5 

No. of water stations 1 

No. of locomotives 1 

Cost of same ^ $5,000 



• 


No. 


Average 
cost. 


Number of box cars i . . . 


1 
5 
2 


$500 


Number of niatform cars 


200 


Nu mber of service cars 


90 







Average number of persons regularly employed, including 

officials 20 

Same in Alabama 20 



ACCIDENTS. 



Willie Fleming, April 16th, 1881, run over by engine and 
killed, contributory negligence. 



REPORT 

0^'the Mobile and Alabama Grand Trunk Rail Road Com- 
pantfj for the year ending June SOth^ 1881* 

OFFICERS. 

Francis B. Clark, President, Mobile, Ala. 

M. Temple Taylor, Secretary and Treasurer, Mobile, Ala. 
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Qaylard B. Clark, General Solicitor, Mobile, Ala. 
General office at Mobile, Ala. 

NAMES AND RB8IDEN0ES OF DIRECTORS. 

Francis B. Clark, Mobile, Ala. 
Wm. H. Pratt, Mobile, Ala. 
Moses Waring, Mobile, Ala. 
M. T. Taylor, Mobile, Ala. 
W. H. Gardner, Mobile, Ala. 
J. W. Bush, Union Town, Ala. 
J. P. Wallace, New York, N. Y. 
D. Dodd, New Ark, N. J. 

Capital stock as authorized by law $3,000,000 

Capital stock subscribed 450,000 

Capital stock paid in 450,000 

Capital stock, number of shares issued 4,500 

Capital amount paid in on each share lOO 

FUNDED DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds (due July 1st, 1904, bearing 
interest at 7 per cent, which is payable 1st of 
January and 1st July $1,124,000 

FLOATIirO DEBT. 

Unfunded debt incurred for construction, equipment 

or purchase of property 50,000.00 

Total'amount of funded and floating debt on June 

30th, 1881 $1,174,000.00 

The interest on above funded debt in default since July 
Ist, 1874, and the road not operated. 

Length of main line from Mobile to Bigbee river 

(all in Alabania)k 56 2-10 miles 

9 
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Length of sidings 75-100 

Aggregate length of main line and sidings 56 95-100 

Guage of road 5 feet 

Number of miles of iron rail in use 56 2-10 

Weight of same per yard 60 lbs. 



Number of passenger and freight stations on line of road 
Nnmber of water stations , 3 



REPORT 

Oj the New Orleans and Mobile Rail Road Company for the 

year ending June SOth^ 1881, 

OFFCERS. 

Geo. C. Clarke, President, New York. 
David Thompson, Secretary, New York. 
F. DeFuniak, General Manager. Operated by the Louis- 
villeand Nashville Rail Road Company. 

DIRECTORS. 

G. C. Clarke, New York. 
C. C. Baldwin, New York. 

E. H. Green, New York. 

H. V. Newcomb, New York. 

F. W. Foote, Nfew York. 
David Thompson, New York, 
Henry Anthon, New York. 

Capital stock $4,000,000.00 

FUNDED DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds (due January 1st, 1930, 
bearing interest at 6 per cent, which is 
payable, semi-annually) $5,000,000.00 
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Second mortgage bonds (debentures not exceed- 
ing interest at 6 per cent which is paya- 
ble if earned) 3,000,000.00 



Total funded debt, June 30th, 1881 $8,000,000.00 



COST. 



Cost of entire road to date including equip- 
ment $12,114,007.16 

Average of same per mile of main line laid . . 85,914.94 



Length of main line from Mobile to N. Orleans 

Length of sidings «... 

Aggregate length of main line and sidings 

Guage of road 

Number of miles steel rail in use 

u u u iron '^ " " 

Weight of rail per yard j iJon^Jo'to eo ftg". 

Mile! of track not ballasted 

" " " ballasted with gravel 




141.00 

28.80 
169.80 

5 ft. 
105.26 

64.62 



46 
95 



Leng'h 
in Ala. 
Miles. 



26.00 

9.53 

35.53 



Number of stations on main line ( Passeng 

with agents ( Freight 

" engine houses 

" machine shops 

^' car 






(( 




In Ala. 



1 
1 
1 



Location of buildings as above and shops in Alabama, Mo- 
bile Locomotives. 



100 



• 


No. 


Aver- 
age 
cost. 


No. of locomotives for passenger service 

No. of locomotives for freight service %.... 

No. of locomotives for switching service 


6 
12 

6 


|4,0O0 
4,0OO 
4,0OO 


Total No.'of locomotives 


24 


$4,000 





No. of first class passenger cars 

No. of special cars (pay)....; 

No. of baggage, mail and expr. (combined) 

No. of railway postal cars (separate) 

No. of box cars 

No. of stock cars 

No. of fruit cars 

No. of platform cars 

No. of caboose cars, 

No. of service cars... 



Average 
cost. 



$1,800 

900 
1,500 
250 
225 
250 
200 
250 
200 



For passenger service the Westlnghouse automatic air 
brake is used. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, includ- 
ing officials 1,208 

Same in Alabama 222 

Total income $838,414.45 

Total expenses, including taxes 665,930.34 

Net income ,.. 172,484.11 

Interest on funded debt 801,525.70 

Balance for the year, (deficit) 129,041.59 

Earnings from local passengers 215,037.66 

Earnings from through passengers 84,838. 28 

Earnings from extra baggage 1,566.00 
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Earnings from express 18,889.98 

Earnings from i^ails 27,371.55 

Total earnings passenger department $347,703.46 

Earnings from locarl freight 195,438.80 

Earnings from through freight 271,169.86 

Total earnings Ireight department 4/,lo. (i, k. P. /.4 x ^ 

Earnings from train priveledges 1500,00 

Earnings from rents of passenger coaches.' 11,146,18 

Earnings from rent of freight cars 2080,50 

Earnings from lease of engines 2590,00 

Earnings from car detention, &c 1,35 

Earnings from rents 6784,30 

Total income from all soufces 838,414,45 

Average number of daily passenger trains over 

road 5,19 

Average number of daily freight trains over 

road 4,44 

Total number of trains over road -. . . 9,63 

Number of passenger train miles 267,203 

Number of freight train miles 228,428 

Number of work or service in miles 87,234 

Total number of train miles 576,865 

Number of passengers carried one mile north 6,141,332 

Number of passengers carried one mile south... 7,118,640 

Total number of passengers carried one mile 

south and north..... 13,259,972 

No of tons of freight carried one mile north 12,058.526 

No. of tons qf freight carried west or south. 19,637,140 

Total number of tons of freight carried one mile 

north and south 31,695,666 
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Total earnings per mile of road $^ 5,942.41 

Total earnings per train mile passenger ^. 1,3^1 2^7 

Total earnings per train mile freight 2,04^69 

Earnings per passenger per mile .022^1 

Earnings per ton of freight (local and through) 

per mile 014^72 

Total gross earnings of entire line $838,414.45 

Earnings of line in State of Alabama $164,603.62 

Total expenses per mile of road 4,587.4 1 

Per centage of total ^i^Menses to -^ross earnings 77. 20 

Per centage of pass^^ger id, passe^er earnings.. 84.65 

Per centage of freight m ireignt earnings , . . ^* . . . 75.64 

Cost per train mile, passenger sA,\y^ 110.15 

Cost per train mile, freight ii 154.50 

Cost per passenger mile, with baggage -X 1.65 

Cost gross ton per mile (local and through) in 

freight trains /i 46.40 

R. W. A. Wilder, General Land Agent, post office, Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. 

This Company ownes 160 acres of agricultural land 
in Mobile county, valued at 50 cents per acre, 
amount $80.00 

Southern Express Company runs on this road for which 
they pay 40 per cent of the gross earnings therefrom. 

Pullman Southern Car Company run sleepers on this road. 
They have a contract for five years and are paid 3 cents per 
mile for use of their cars. 

ACCIDENTS. 

October 22nd, 1880, at St. Elmo, Mrs. Simpson was killed, 
caused by her own misconduct or carelessness in crossing 
tracks. 
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REPORT 

Of the Montgomery and Eufaula Rail Way Company^ for the 

year ending June SOth, 1881, 

y 

OFFICERS. 

Wm. M. Wadley, President, Savannah, Ga. 
W. G. Raoul, President, ^?*p. iem., Savannah, Ga. 

Ed. M. Mclntyre, Secretary and Treasurer, Savannah, Ga. 
W. G. Raoul, General Superintent, Savannah; Ga. 
W. F. Shellman, Divisio^ Superintent, Savannah, Ga. 

General ofBces at Savannah, Ga. 

NAMES AND RESIDENCES OF DIRECTORS. 

W. G. Raoul, Savannah, Ga. 
Geo. Oorawell, Savannah, Ga. 
J. F. Gilmer, Savannah, Ga. 
J. J. Gresham. Macon, Ga. 
J. E. Jones, Macon. Ga. 
W. O. Baldwin, Montgomery, Ala. 
J. W. Hardie, Montgomery, Ala. 
W. H. Stakely, Union Springs, Ala. 

CAPITAL STOCK 

Capital stock as authorized by law $620,000. 

Capital stock as since fixed 620,000 

Capital stock as subscribed 620,000 

Capital stock as paid in 620,000 

Capital stock as number of shares issued... 6200 

Capital stock as amount paid in on each share.... 100 

FUNDED DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds (due July 1st, 1909, bear- 
ing interest at 6 per cent, which is payable 
January and July) amount 1,500,000.00 
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Total amount of funded debt on June 30, 1881.. $1,500,000 

COST. 

Total cost of entire road to date $2,120,000.00 

Average of same per mile of main line laid 26,500.00 

MAIL LINE. 

Length of main line from Montgomery to £afanla..80 miles. 

Length of same in Alabama 80 miles. 

Length of sidings 3 2480-5280 miles. 

Aggregate length of main line and sidings... 83 2480-5280. 

Guage of road 5 feet. 

Number of miles of steel rail in use 12^ miles. 

Number of miles of ironTrail in use 67^ miles. 

Weight of rail per yard, (steel 56) iron 42 to 56. 

Number of bridges and trestles 141 

Number of wooden bridges 11 

Aggregate length of wooden bridges 635 feet. 

Number of wooden trestles, (pile and frame) 130 

Aggregate length of wooden trestles 12441 feet. 

Number of miles ballasted with sand 83 2480-5280 

RAILROAD CROSSINGS. 

The Mobile and Girard Railroad crosses this road at grade 
at Union Springs. 

STATIONS. 

Number of stations on main line, freight and pas- 
senger 13. 

Number of engine houses 1. 

One engine house, machine and car shop at Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, not in use $600.00 
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EQUIPMENT. 

Total number of locomotives 

CARS. 

First class passenger cars 

Second class passenger cars 

Baggage and express cars (combined) 

Box cars . . , 

Road and hand cars 

Platform cars 



No. 



3 

3 

3 

64 

21 

20 



Avg. Cost 

31.25 

3,000 

2,500 

1,500 

300 

200 

40 



Westinghouse automatic brake used on passenger trains, 
handbrake on freight trains. 

Average number of persons regularly employed by 

company, including officials 138 

Same in Alabama 130 

Total income $383, 122,45 

Total expenses, including taxes 229,873,47 

Net income , 153,248,98 

Earnings from local passengers 63,379,78 

Earnings from through passengers 9,912,99 

Earnings from mail 6,419.64 



Total earnings passenger department 79,712,41 

Total earnings freight department 303,410.04 

Total income from all sources 383,122.45 



Total earnings per mile of road... 
Total expenses per mile of road... 



4^789.03 
2,873.41 



Number of persons injured from causes beyond their own 

control 4 

Number of employes injured from causes beyond their 

own control 5 



Total 



9 



10 
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STATEMENT OF EACH ACriDENT. 

October 19. 1880, service train thrown from track at 21 
mile post. Engineer badly scalded. Train hand seriously 
injured — leg amputated. Accident caused by a piece of 
wood falling off tender. 

January 9, 1881, freight train ran off near 29 mile post. 
J. H. Faulkner, Robert Thompson, F. B. Tramill and John 
Wilson, all passengers, slightly ipjured. Accident attrib- 
uted to defective joint. 

March 21, 1881, way freight train thrown from track near 
11 mile post. Engineer Jas. Haynes badly injured, since 
recovered, and fireman Henry Smallwood badly scalded, since 
recovered. Accident attributed to defective joint. 



REPORT 

Of the Mobile and Oinord Rail Road Company for the year 

ending June SOth^ 1881, 

OFFICERS. 

Wm. M. Wadley, President, Savannah, Ga. 
J. M. Frazer, Secretery and Treasurer, Columbus, Ga. 
Wm. L. Clark, General Superintendent, Columbus, Ga. 
David Clopton, General Solicitor, Montgomery, Ala. 

General oflSces at Columbus, Ga. 

DIKECTORS. 

Wm. Wadley, Savannah, Ga. 
R. L. Mott, Columbus, Ga. 
John Peabody, Columbus, Ga. 
Dr. N. P. Banks, Guerryton, Ala. 
L. J. Downing, Columbus, Ga, 
Jno. P. Manley, Columbus, Ga. 
J. D. Mnrphree, Troy, Ala. 



( 
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Capital Stock as authorized by law $2,000,000,00 

Capital Stock as since fixed 4,000,000.00 

Number of shares issued 12,721 

Second mortgage bonds due January 1st, 1887, 
bearing interest at 8 per cent, which is 
payable in New York $300,000.00 

Second mortgage bonds, due June, 1897, bear- 
ing interest at 6 per cent, which is paya- 
ble in New York..,. 33,000.00 

Third mortgage bonds due June 1st, 1897, 
bearing interest at 4 per cent, which is 
payable in New ^ork 800,000.00 

Total amount of funded debt June 30th, 1881..$1,133,000.00 

Cost of entire road to date (construction ac't)... $1,709,138. 52 

Cos-t of road and equipment per mile of main 

line operated by the company..: 20,107.50 

Proportion of same for Alabama 20 107.50 

Preferred stock, issued February 27th, 1869 $279,745.84 

AMOUNT OF COMMON STOCK OUTSTANDING. 

Capital stock $987,164.80 

Pike county stock 5,080.00 

$992,244.80 

Amount of stock dividends .$294,870.84 

Issued November If^t, 1859, upon completion to Union 
Springs, Ala., for the purpose of equalizing subscription to 
stock previously made. 
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Length of main line from Columbus, Geor- 
gia, to Troy, Alabama...^ 

Length of sidings 

Guage of road 

No. of miles iron rail in use 

Weight of rail per yard 40, 60 and 56 lbs. 

No. of miles of telegraph owned and oper- 

rated 

No. of trestles and bridges 154 

No. of wooden bridges 153 

Aggregate length of same 

No. of combination (wood & iron) bridges...! 

Aggregate length of same 

No. of miles ballasted with gravel 

No. of miles ballasted with sand 



Length 
in Ala. 



83 
1.50 



83 



53 



7448 ft. 

260 ft. 
9 
76 



The Montgomery & Eufaula Rail fload crosses this Rail 
Road at grade at Union Springs, Ala. 





line.. 


. ( passenger 
\ freight 


Total 


In Ala- 
bama 


No. of stations on main 
No. of wood stations 


17 

17 

6 

6 


17 

17 

5 


No. of water stations... 


5 


No. of engine houses 


1 
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No. of locomatives a 

No. of first class passenger cars 

No. of second class passenger cars. 

No. of baggage, mail and express cars c#mbined 

No, of box cars 

No. of platform cars 

No of coal, stone or ore cars (8 wheel) 

No. of caboose 



Average 

6 cost. 

6 $7,000 

3 2,200 

2 1,600 

3 1,200 
31 425 
38 350 
18 375 

3 650 



Total income $275,846.61 

Total expenses, including taxes $189,172.96 



Net income $86,673.55 

Sale of land during the year $4,277.86 



Balance (profit and loss) car'd fow'd next year 32,627.66 

Earnings from local and through passengers ex- » 

tra baggage and express 53,105.54 

Earnings from mails. 3,918.11 



Total earnings passenger department 57,023.65 

Total earnings freight department 218,822.86 



Total income from all sources $275,846.51 



LANDS. 



RoBT. W. Coleman, General Land Agent, Troy, Ala. 

The following lands acquired by the Mobile & Girard 
Railroad Company, by act of Congress, June 3, 1856, act of 
General Assembly of Alabama, 1857-1858, which lands are 
timber lands, and are located and valued as follows : 



no 

Russell County, 1,280 acres, valued at 25c |420. 



!Vfacon 


u 


160 


(( 


(( 


(( 


25c 40. 


Bullock 


(( 


640 


U 


u 


(( 


50c 320. 


Barbouf 


u 


2,120 


u 


C( 


4< 


25c 530. 


Pike 


u 


'5,800 


u 


(( 


U 


25c 1,450. 


Crenshaw 


u 


34,330 


;( 


u 


u 


25c 8,830. 


Coffee 


u 


1^,960 


u 


u 


4( 


25c 3,700. 


Covington 


u 


127,280 


u 


(( 


44 


25c 81,820. 


Escambia 


(( 


65,000 


u 


C( 


44 


25c 16,250. 


Conecuh 


u 


1,480 




u 


4( 


C4 


25c 370. 


Lee 


u 


> 240 


u 


u 


44 


25c 60. 



This company furnishes the Southern Express Company 
space amounting to one-third of a car, for which they re- 
ceive $100.00 per month, requiring the Express Company 
to charge not less than 25 per cent, above its schedule freight 
rate. 

Contract can be terminated on 30 days notice. 

The United States Post Office Department pays to this 
Company annual compensation of $4,102.84 for transporta- 
tion of mails. The Department deducts from mail pay 33^ 
per cent on account of land grants. The above amount 
received is net. 

STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 



On January 26th, 1881, a negro man by name of Elbert 
King, had his leg broken at Guerryton Station, by jumping 
on train while in motion, aft^r it had left station. He was 
under the influence of liquor at the time. 
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REPORT 

Of the Nashville^ Chattan')oga and St, Louis Railway Com' 
party ^ for the year ending June SOth^ 138 L 

OFFICERS. 

Jas. D. Porter, President, Nashville, Tennessee 

R. O. Branaford, Secretary and Treasurer, Nashville, Tenn. 

East & Fogg, General Solicitors, Nashville, Tennessee. 

R. O. Morris, Chief Engineer, Nashville, Tennessee. 

F. DeFuniak, General Manager, Louisville Kentucky. 

J. W. Thomas, General Superintendent, Nashville, Tenn. 

M. J. Wrenne, Division Superintendent, Nashville, Tenn. 

General office at Nashville. Tennessee. 

NAMES AND RESIDENCES OF DIRECTORS. 

Jas. D. Porter, Nashville, Tennessee, 

J. W. Thomas, Nashville Tennessee, 

G. M. Fogg, Nashville, Tennessee, 

C. C. Baldwin, New York, N. Y. 

V. K. Stephenson, New York N. Y. 

T. W. Evans, New York, N. Y., 

Henry Earle, New York, N. Y., 

G. A. Washington, Cedar Hill, Tennessee, 

Thos. C. Whiteside, Shelbyville, Tennessee, 

Thos. Lipscomb, Shelbyville, Tennessee, 

E. L. Jordan, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
J W. Childers, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 

E. P. Alexander, Louisville, Kentucky. 

CAPITAL STOCK. 

Capital stock as authorized by law $6,848,899.95 

Capital stock as since fixed 6,670,331.20 
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Capital stock as subscribed 6,670,331.20 

Capital stock as paid in 6,670,331.20 

Capital stock, number of shares issued 273,955.99 

Capital amount paid in on each share 25 .OO 

DEBT. 

Mortgage bonds for different purposes and due 

at different periods 8,147,000.00 

COST. 

Total cost of entire road to date 14,932,354.59 

CHARACTERISTIC OF ROAD — ^MAIN LINE. 

Length of main line from Chattanooga to Hickman 321 mis. 

Length in Alabama 24 

Whole length of sidings 43.07 

Length of sidings in Alabama 2.56 

BRANCHES. 



» 



Whole length of main line from Bridegport to 

Victoria 19.50 miles 

Length ol same in Alabama 8.18 

Whole length of sidings 2.40 

Length of sidings in Alabama 15-100 

Aggregate length of sidings 51,69 

AggTegate length of sidings in Alabama 2.13^ * ; f 

Aggregate length of main line, branches, leas- 

edroads and sidings 562.76 

Aggregate length of main line, branches, leas- 
ed roads and sidings in Alabama 29.89 
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Guage of road 5 ft. 

Number of miles steel rail in use 

u u a iron " " " 

^ steel 52.6 lbs. 

Weight of rail per yard > 

) iron..50 tjO 56 lbs. 

Miles of track not ballasted 

" " " ballasted with stone 

STATIONS. 

Number of stations on main line 

" " wood and coal stations 

" " water stations 



Whole 
length 
Miles. 




Leng'h 
in Ala. 
Miles. 



24. 

5.89 



17.18 
10.00 




In Ala. 

5 
1 
1 



EQUIPMENT. 





No. 


Aver- 
age 
cost. 


No. of locomotives for passenger service 

No. of locomotives for freight service 


19 
52 


$3,000 
3,000 


No, of locomotives for switching service 

Total No, of locomotives 


10 


3,000 


81 


$3,000 





11 
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CARS. 



No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 
No. of 



first class passenger cars 

second class passenger cars 

special cars 

baggage, mail and expr. (combined) 

baggage and expr. (combined) 

railway postal cars 

box cars 

stock cars.; 

platform cars 

coal, stone and ore cars (8 wheel).... 

repair cars (push^ 

r|pair cars (crank and lever) 

Ipile machine cars 

wrecking cars 



No 


Average 


JL^ \J^* 


cost. 


10 


$3,000 


26 


2,000 


1 


500 


5 


1,500 


9 


1,500 


2 


1,000 


975 


300 


52 


250 


238 


250 


200 


250 


70 


25 


70 


25 


'1 


500 


1 


50O 



Westinghouse air brake is used on passenger trains. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, includ- 
ing ofiicials 2,500 

Same in Alabama 60 

Total income 2,256,186.11 

Total expenses 1,378,174.87 

Net income 878,011.24 

Interest on funded debt and taxes 541,514.64 

Charges and credits to property during the year : 

Construction 195,797.70 

Bridges.. 26,144.85 

E^quipment 186,041.10 

Real Estate 25,621.62 

Net adddition for the y^ar $433,605.27 
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ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

From local and through passengers, extra bag- 
gage. and express 512,944.95 

From mails 50,?86.09 

From freight department -. 1,618,924.14 

From rents and privileges , 23,930.93 

Total income from all sources 2,256,186.11 

Average number of daily passenger trains over road. 4 

Average number of daily freight trains over road 6 

Average number of daily mixed trains pass, and freight 
over road.... , 6 

Total number of trains over road >. 16 

Number of passenger train miles 497,692 

Number of freight train miles 1,144.822 

Total earnings per mile of road $4,44ii30 

Total gross earnings of entire line 2,256,186.11 

Earnings of line in the State of Alabama 119,915.10 

Southern Express Company runs on this road, for which 
they pay 50 cents per lOOlbs. for distances up to 100 miles, 
and over that 75cts. per lOOlbs. This agreement can be 
altered or amended at 60 days notice. 

The Pullman Southern Car Co. runs sleepers on this road, 
for which they are paid 3 cents per mile, charges made in 
addition to regular passenger rates are collected by 
employees of Pullman Co. Contract extends to April 11th, 
1887. 



• 



116 
REPORT 



Of the Western Rail Road of Alabama for tfte year ending 

June SOth, 188L 



OFFICERS. 

Cecil Gabbett, President and General Manager, Montgom- 
ery, Ala. 
J. T. Todd, Secretary, Montgomer, Ala. 
H. C. Semple, General Solicitor, Montgomery, Ala. 

DIRECTORS. 

W. G. Raoul, Savannah, Ga. 
Wm. M. Wadley, Savannah, Ga. 
Dr. J. S. Hamilton, Athens, Ga. 
H. 0. Semple, Montgomery, Ala. 
Cecil Gallbett, Montgomery, Ala. 
Chas. H. Phinizy, Augusta, Qa. 
^ W. L. Lanier. Selma, Ala. 

FUNDED DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds due July 1st, 1881 and 
October Ist 1888, bearing interest at 8 per 
cent which is payable July, January, April 
and Oc-tober $1,350,000 

Second mortgage bonds due May 1st, 1888 and 
October 1st, 1890, bearing interest at 8 per 
cent which is payable May, November, 
April and October 1,203,000 

Total amount of funded debt on June 30th, 

1881 $2,553,000 

I'LOATING DEBT* 

Unfunded debt incurred for construction, equip- 
ment or purchase of property.* $722,011.63 
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Debt incurred for redemption of incoxe bonds, 

M. & W. R R. R 520,000.00 



Total amount of flootiAg debt on June 30tli 

1881 

Total amount of funded and floating debt on 

June 30th, 1881 

Total cost of entire road to date 

Average of same per mile of main line laid 

Proportion of same for Alabama 

Total cost of entire equipment — 

Average cost of equipment per mile of main 

line operated by company 

Proportion of same for Alabama 

Cost of road and equipments per mile of main 

line operated by company 

Proportion of same for Alabama 



$1,242,011.63 

3,795,011.63 

3.449,334.13 

20.322.48 

19,977.64 

345,678.50 

2,036.63 
2,002.97 

22,359.11 
21,979.72 



Length of main line from Selma, Ala., to 
West Point and Columbus, Ga....... 

Length of sidingp.A 




Length 
in Ala. 



160.56 
6.29 



Quage of road 5 feet. 

Number of miles steel rail in use 22 

Weight of rail per yard steel 56 lbs. 

." '' " " iron 56 lbs. 

Number of bridges and trestles '. 234 

Number of wooden bridges 9 

-Aggregate length of same 1,756 

Number of iron bridges 4 

Aggregate length of same , 1,235 

Number of combination (wood and iron) bridges... 2 

Aggregate length of same 78 feet. 

Number of wooden trestles (pile and frame)........ 221 

Aggregate length of same 11414 feet. 
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Miles of track not ballasted 

Miles of track ballasted with gravel. 




Length 
in Ala. 
Miles. 



45 

115.961 115.56 



Alabama Central Rail Road crosses this road at grade at 
Selma, Alabama; Louisville and Nashville crosses it at 
grade at Montgomery, and the East Alabama, crosses it at 
grade near Opelika. 



No. of stations on main line... ( passenger 

( freight 

No. of wood and coal stations 

No. of water stations 

No. of ^engine houses 

No. of machine shops 

No. of car shops 

Location of building as above and shops in Alabama, 
Montgomery; amount invested in same including 
improvements and machinery $5,000 





In Ala- 


Total 


bama . 


21 


20 


21 


20 


4 


3 


14 


13 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 



No. of locomatives for passenger service 

No of locomotives for freight service 

No. of locomotives for switching service 

Total number of locomotives 

No. of first class passenger cars 

No. of second class passenger cars 

No. of sleeping cars (capacity each 20 single 

births) 

No. of special cars 

No. of baggage, mail and express cars combined 

No. of rail way postal cars (separate) 

No. of box cars .,... 

No. of stock cars 



o 
^ 

5 

11 

2 

18 
10 

7 

2 
1 

8 

H 

152 

2 



Ave'age 
cost. 



$8,000 
8,500 
7,000 

3,500 

2,500 

3,800 
2,000 
1,500 
2,735 
350 
350 
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Number of platform cars 

Number of stone, coal or ore cars (8 wheel).. 

Number of caboose cars 

Number of repair cars (push) '. 

Number of repair cars (lever and crank).... 

Number of service cars ,.. 

Number of pile machine 





Average 


No. 


cost. 


38 


$ 250.00 


39 


300.00 


4 


350.00 


15 


30.00 


15 


45.00 


9 


350.00 


1 


1,800.00 



Automatic and chain brakes used on this road. 

Average number of persons regularly employed, includ- 
ing officials 365 

Same in Alabama... 342 

Total income $690,649.17 

Total expenses, including taxes 339,549.22 



Net income ; 351,144.95 

Interest on funded debt 204,240.00 

Interest on unfunded debt 99,360.93 

Earnings from local passengers $95,417.90 

Earnings from through passengers 62,656.67 

Earnings from extra baggage 1,040.24 

Earnings from express 9,539.06 

Earnings from mails 22,740.12 

Earnings from other sources, pass, dep't 2,954.95 



Total earnings passenger department ..$194,348.94 

Earnings from local freight $230,260.47 

Earnings from through freight 211,204.76 



Total earnings, freight department $441,465,.23 

From lease of Selma Division 51,999.98 



120 

From rent of track to E. A. C. R. R 600.00 

From car rent 2^8O.02 

Total income from all sources $690,694.17 

Average number of daily pass trains over road 6 

Average number of daily freight trains over road 2 

Average number of daily mixed trains over road 2 



4 



Total number of trains over road 10 

Number of passenger train miles 149,660 

Number of freight train miles 42,340 

Number of mixed (pass, and freight) train miles 62,486 

Total earnings per mile of road $4,069.36 

Total gross earnings of entire line $690,694.17 

Earnings of line in State of Alabama $678,972.71 

Total expenses per mile of road 2,000.53 

Per centage of total expenses to gross earnings 49.16 

Southern Express Company runs on this road. 

Pullman Southern Car Company run sleepers on this road, 
for which they are paid 3 cents per mile. They have a con- 
tract for 60 days. 

Compensation received for carrying the United States 
mails, is as follows, for five years, ending June 30th, 1864: 

$65.87 per mile for 88 miles. 

$50.00 per mile for 88 miles, account of postal cars. 

$75.24 per mile for 29.62 miles, Columbus Branch: 

And at a rate of $2,137.52 per annum for Selma Division 
for year ending June 30th, 1880. 

With occasional extra allowances on 88 miles between 
Montgomery and West Point. 
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REPORT 

Of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company for the yea?' 

ending June 30 th^ 1881, 

OFFICERS. 

W. Butler Duncan, President, New York, N. Y. 
A. L. Kives, Vice President, Mobile, Ala. 
Henry Tocon, Secretary and Treasurer, Mobile, Ala. 
E. L. Russell, General Solicitor, Mobile, Ala. 
A. L. Rives, General Manager, Mobile, Ala. 
C. Fleming, Division Superintendent, Mobile, Ala. 
E. S. Hosford, Division Superintendent, Jackson, Tenn. 
General oflSces at Mobile and No. 11 Pine Street New 
York. 

DIRECTORS. 

W. Butler Duncan, New York, N. Y. 
Cornelius H. Clark, New York, N. Y. 
Adrian IsHn, Jr., New York, N. Y. 
Jacob Hay;3, New York, N. Y. 
Jas. H. Fay, New York, N. Y. 
J. P. McMahon, New York, N. Y. 
W. E. Kimball, New York, N. Y. 
A. L. Rives, Mobile, Ala. 
W. H. Pratt, Mobile, Ala. 
Henry Hall, Mobile, Ala. 
Moses Waring, Mobile, Ala. 
E. L. Russell, Mobile, Ala. 
A. S. Gaines, Mobile, Ala. 

Capital stock as authorized by law $10,000,000 

Capital stock subscribed 5,320,600 

Capital stock paid in 5,320.600 

Number of shares issued 53,600 

Amount paid in on each share 100 

12 
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FUNDED DKBT. 



Firsrmortgage bonds, due 1927, bearing interest 
at six per cent, which is payable on June 1st 
and December 1st, amount $ 7,000,003 

Cairo extension bonds, due 1892, bearing inter- 
est at six per cent., which is payable Janu- 
ary 1st, and July Ist ,... 600,000 

First, Second, Third and Fourth Debentuies 8,650,000 



Total debt June 30th, 1881 ^6,250,000 

Total cost of entire road to date, including every 
expense, interest, etc., reconstruction after 
war, [etc $20,812,281.40 



Length of main line from Mobile, Alabama. 

to Columbus, Kentucky 

Length of sidings 




Guage of road 

Number of miles steel rail in use — 



(( 



(( 



u 



iron 



U U (( 



\iT • ui. ^ -1 ;i ^ steel 56ft)s. 

Weight of rail per yard J .^^^ g^j^^ 

No. of wooden bridges 

Aggregate length of same 

No. of iron bridges 

Aggregate length of same 

No. of wooden trestles, pile and frame 

Aggregate length of same 

Miles of track not ballasted 

Miles ot track ballasted with sand 



472 
45 

5 ft. 
251 
243 



9 
897 ft. 

1 
458 ft. 

121,440 
406 
100 



Length 
in Ala. 



60 

10 7-10 



20 
40 



137 

16,620 

60 



■I««!li'"!„ "B-J1-' 
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No. of stations on main line i passenger.... 

I freight 

No. of stations on branches ( passenger.... 



No. of water stations. 
No: of engine houses. 



freight 



No. of raaehine and car shops (combined) 



64 

4 

33 
4 
3 



In 
Alabama 



8 



4 
1 
1 



Locations of shops as above, in Alabama, Whistler. 



LOCOMOTIVES. 



No of locomotives for passenger service 15 

No. of locomotives for freight service 54 

No. of locomotives for switching service 6 

Total number of locomotives 75 



CARS. 

No. of first class passenger cars 11 

No. of second class passenger cars 14 

No. of special cars 2 

No. of baggage, and mail cars (combined) 10 

No. of baggage and express cars (combined) 6 

No. of box cars 701 

No. cf stock cars !..... 101 

No. of platform cars 292 

No, of coal, stone or ore cars (8 wheels) 40 

No. of caboosecars 80 

No. of repair cars (push) 48 

No. of repair cars (level and crank) 50 

No. of pile machine cars 3 

Westinghoiise automatic brake used on passenger trains. 
Standard hand brake on freight trains. 



124 

■ 

Average number of persons regularly employed, 
including officials, in Alabama 450 

Total income $2,377,8 17.0 J: 

Total expenses^ including taxes 1,562,486.16 

Net income 815,330.88 

Interest on funded debt 420,000.00 

Earnings from local passengers 92,663.12 

Earnings from through passengers 323,463.83 

Earnings from express passengers 46,780.00 

Earnings from mails 36,555.08 

Total earnings passenger department 499,462.03 

From local freight 1,338,249.08 

From through freight 453,253.58 

Total earnings freight department 1,791,502.66 

From Greenline Trans. Co., between Union City 

and Columbus, Kentucky 28,538.65 

Alabama Central R. R., between Meridian and 

Lauderdale 7,039.50 

Interest and Exchange 11,790.98 

Special passenger trains 10,558.25 

Special freight trains 2,627.90 

Extra baggage 3,075.31 

New^s privileges, 1,650.00 

Rent of buildings 60.00 

Rent of equipment 6.881.00 

Margin on provisions issued laborers 4,057.20 

Sundries 10,573.56 

Total income from all sources $2,377,817.04 

Average No. of daily passenger trains over road 2.21 

Average No. of daily freight trains over road 4.23 
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No. of passenger train miles 382,154 

No. of freight train miles 809,987 

No. of service or work train miles 339,303 

Total No. of train miles ...1,531,444 

No. of passengers carried one mile north 5,676,875 

No. of passengers carried one mile south 5,635,780 

Total No. of passengers carried one mile north 

and south 11,312,655 

No. of tons of freight carried one mile north 23,452,871 

No. of tonspf freight carried one mile south 63,504,043 

Total No. of tons of freight carried one mile 

north and south 86,956,914 

Total earnings per mile of road $ 4,699.24 

Total gross earnings of entire line $2,377,817.04 

Earning of line in State of Alabama $ 280,188.40 

Total expenses per mile of road 3,087.84 

Per centage of total expenses to gross earnings 65.71 

LANDS. 

A. S. Gaines, General Land Agent, Mobile, Ala. 

M, B. Hillyard, Assistant General Land Agent, Mobile, 
Ala. • 

S. D. Brown, Assistant General Land Agent, Mobile, Ala. 

L. M. R. Knobles, Assistant General Land Agent, State 
Line, Miss. 

Geo. L. Donald, Assistant General Land Agent, Shubuta, 
Miss. 

Jas. M. Brett, Assistant General Land Agent, Meridian, 
Miss. 
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The following lands were acquired by act of Congress, 
September 20th, 1850, and act of Alabama Legislature, De- 
cember Ist, 1851, and by purchase from State of Alabama 
in 1872. Purchased and entered between 1850 and 1851. 
Donated lands 395,305.04 acres 

Purchased from State 107,548.16 

Purchased and entered 13,052.11 

The above is timber land and situated as follows : 
Mobile county 198,943.91 acres, valued at $84,302.68 
Washington " 278,509.03 " " « 69,627.27 

Baldwin " 23,161.69 •' " " 5,790.42 

Ohoctaw " 11,179.74 '' " " 5,569.87 

Sumter " 4,110.94 " " ", 2,055.49 

This Company also owns town lots in Mobile 

county, valued at $14,977.64 

And in Washington county valued at 405.55 

i> — ^"^ 

Total valuation of all lands 182,728.92 

Southern Express Company run a single car over this entire 
line daily, except Sundays, for which they pay $150.00 per 
day. Contract terminable on reasonable notice. 

Pullman Palace Car Company run sleepers on this road 
and demand $1.00 per day and $2,00 per night in addition to 
the regular passenger fare. Contract terminates 1887. 

This Company transports one daily mail each way. Com- 
pensation based on weight of mail hauled. At present fixed 
at $31,038.81 per annum. 
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KEPORT 

Of the Mobile and Montgomety Rail Road Company for the 

year ending June 30i\ 1881. 

OFFICERS. 

Josiah Morris, President, Montgomery, Ala. 
W. H. Pratt, Vice President, Mobile Ala, 
G. W. Craik,, Secretary, Montgomery, Ala. 

Operated by the Ijouisville & Nashville Rail Road Com- 
pany. 

DIRECTORS. 

Josiah Morris, Montgomery, Ala. 

W. H. Pratt, Mobile, Ala. 

A. M. Quarrier, Louisville, Ky. 

E. P. Alexander, Louisville, Ky. 

E. A. Green, New Y'ork, N. Y. 

n. Victor Newcomb, New York, N. Y. 

Geo. C. Clark, New York, N. Y. 

H. C. Murrell, Louisville, Ky. 

Geo. A. Washington, Nashville, Tenn. 

Capital stock $2,950,800 

DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds due May 1st, 1931, bear- 
ing interest at 6 per cent, which is payable 
semi-annually, amount $2,950,000 

Length of line from Montgomery to Mobile 180 miles. 

Length of sidings 13.50 

Total length of main line and sidings 193,50 
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Guage of road 5 feet 

Number of miles of steel rail in use 14.67 

Number of miles of iron rail in use 178.83 

Weight ofrail per yard, steel 60 lbs. 

iron 66 to 60 lbs. 

Number of bridges and trestles 204 

Number of wooden bridges 200 

Number of iron bridges 4 

Aggregate length of same 768 feet. 

Number of combination (wood andiron) bridges.... 8 

Aggregate length of same 3365 feet. 

Miles of track not ballasted 142 

ballasted with sand 38 



a 
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Number of stations on road with Agents ( passenger 

{ freight ... 

Number of wood and coal stations 

Number of engine houses 

Number of machine and car shops combined 

Number of machine shops 

Number of car shops , 



18 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 



Location of buildings as above and shops at Mont- 
gomery. Amount invested in same, including 
improvements and machinery $40,000 



EQUIPMENT. 



Number of locomotives for passenger service.. 

Number of locomotives for freight service 

Nomber of locomotives for switching service... 

Total number of locomotives 



No. 



8 
13 

2 



23 



Avg. Cost 



$4,000 
4,000 
4,000 



$4,000 



13 
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CARS. 

No. of first class passenger cars 

No. of baggage, mail and expr. (combined) 

No. of railway postal cars (separate) 

No. of box cars 

No. of stock cars 

No. of platform cars 

No. of boarding cars 

No. of wrecking cars 




10 

7 

2 

215 

10 

96 

10 

1 



Average 
Cost. 



1,600 
900 

1,500 
250 
225 
200 
250 
800 



1 Steam Shovel 

Ths Westinghouse automatic air brake is used for passen- 
ger service. 

Average No. of persons regularly employed, including 

officials ;.... 1,220 

Same in Alabama 1,220 

Total income ) $954,342.44 

Total expenses including taxes 724,858.00 



Net income 229,486.44 

Charges to property during year — construction. , .$19,200.00 

Earnings from local passengers $174,167.66 

Earnings from through passengers 99,232.98 

Earnings from extra baggage 1,819.32 

Earnings from express 25,775.53 

Earnings from mails 35,172.74 



Total earnings passenger department 336,168.23 

Earnings from local freight $359,945.66 

Earnings from through freight 254,937.26 



Total earnings freight department 614,882.92 



t 

f 
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Income from train privileges 499.80 

Income from rents of passenger cars to other 

roads 387.00 

Income from rents of engines to other roads... 1,070.87 

Income from car detentions 23.70 

Rents 808.87 

Steamer Mobile 501.05 



Total income from all sources $054,342.44 

Average number of daily passenger trains over 

road 4.06 

Average number of daily freight trains over 

road 6.4:6 

m 

Total number of daily trains 10.52 

Number of passenger train miles 263,532 

Number of freight train miles 420,740 

Number of mixed (passenger and freight) train 

miles 6,920 

Eumber of service or work train miles -25,753 

Total number of train miles 716,945 

No. of passengers carried one mile north 3,825,906 

No. of passengers carried one mile south 4,187,140 

No. of passengers carried one mile north and south 8,013,046 
No. of ton^ of freight carried one mile north. . . . 15,073,390 

No. of tons of freight carried one mile south 25,477.872 

Total No. of tons of freight carried one mile north 

and south 40,551,262 

EARNINGS. 

r 

Total earnings per mile of road $ 5,301.90 

Total earnings per train mile, passenger 1.25909 
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Total earnings per train mile, freight 

Earnings per passenger per mile 

Earnings per ton of freight, (local & through) 
per mile 



1.44951 
.03412 

.01516 



Total gross earnings of entire line $954,342.44 



EXPENSES. 



Total expenses per mile of road 

Percent'ge of total expenses to gross earnings, 
Percent'ge of pass, expenses to pass, earnings. 
Percentage of freight expenses to freight 

earnings 

Cost per train mile, passenger (cents) 

Cost per train mile, freight (cents) 

Cost per passenger mile with baggage 

Cost per gross ton per mile (local & through) 



in freight trains 



$3,863.57 

72.87 per ct. 
72.54 per ct. 

73.44 per ct. 
.91344 
1.06464 
2.02 

.4725 



Pullman Southern Car Company run sleepers on this road, 
for which they are paid 3 cents per mile. They have a con- 
tract for five years. 

ACCIDENTS. 





From causes be- 
yond their own 
control. 


From their own 
misconduct or 
carelessness. 


Total, 




Killed. 


Injured. 


Killed, 


Injured. 


Killed. 

* 


Injured. 


Passengers 












1 
3 
3 


1 

15 

2 


1 
3 
3 


1 


Employes 


15 


Others 


3 






Total 








7 


18 


7 


18 
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REPORT 

Of the Pensacola and Selma Railway Company^ for the 

year ending June SOth^ 1881. 

Owned and operated by the Louisville and Nashville Rail 
Road Company. 

DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds due March 1st, 1931, bear- 
. ing interest at 6 per cent, which is payable 
semi-annually 1,248,000.00 



COST. 

Cost of entire road to date 643,416.51 

Average of same per mile of main line laid 8,390.72 

Length of road from Selma to Pine Apple 48 miles 

Length of sidings 26 



Aggregate length of main line and sidings 48.26 

Guage of road 5 feet. 

Number of miles of iron rail in use 48.26 

Weight of iron rail per yard 50 to 60 lbs. 

Miles of track not ballasted 43 

Miles of track ballasted with gravel 5 

Number of stations or road with agents, pas- 
senger and freight 6 



Aver- 
age 
cost. 



No. of locomotives 

Number of 1st class passenger cars 

Number of baggage and express cars (comb'd)! 

Number of box cars , | 

Number of platform cars j 




$ 3,500 

1,500 

800 

250 

200 
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Average number 6f persons regularly employed, includ- 
ing oflScials 218 

Same in Alabama 218 

Total income ; $ 47,549.85 

Total expenses, including taxes 51,213.43 

Balance for the year, deficit 3,663.58 

Charges to property during the year, construc- 
tion $ 118,242.80 

[ EARNINGS. 

I 

From local passengers '. $ 8,788.87 

From express : 403.75 

From mails '. 2,130.26 



Total earnings passenger department 11,322.88 

From local freight 31,572.15 

From through freight 4,535.07 



Total earnings freight department 36,107.22 

Rents and miscellaneous 119.75 



Total income from all sources $ 47,549.85 

Average number of mixed trains (passenger and freight) 

over road 96 

Number of freight train miles 4,254 

Number of mixed (passenger and freight) ^train miles 15,902 
Number of service or work train miles 6,702 



Total number of train miles 26,858 
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Number of passengers carried one mile north 102,228 

Number of passengers carried one mile south 99,505 

Total number of passengers carried one mile north 

and south , . • 201,733 

Number of tons of freight carried one mile north 201,491 

Number of tons of freight carried one mile south 362,917 

Total number of tons of freight carried one mile 

north and south 564,408 

Total earnings per mi!e of road ^ $990.62 

Total earnings per train mile, passenger....U<ii.^X} ^2jJ.31 

« 

Total earnings per train mile freight 1.34352 

Earnings per^mssenger per mile 04356 

Earnin^^rfreiglrf (local and through) per mile.. .06397 
Total gross earnings of entire line $47,549.85 

Total expenses per mile of road $648.34 

Percentage of total expenses to gross earnings 104.54 

Percentage of passenger expenses to passenger 

earnings 109.95 

Per centage of freight expenses to freight earnings 103.19 

Cost per train mile mixed, pass, and freight (cents) 184.96 

Cost per passenger mile, with baggage (cents) 4;06 

Cost per gross ton per mile (local and through) 

in freight trains (cents) 2.3681 

R W. A. Wilda, General Land Agent, Post Office, Birm- 
ingham, Alabama. 

This company owns 640 acres of agricultural lands in Con- 
ecuh county, Alabama, valued at 50 cents per acre, amount 
$320. 

• ACCIDENTS. 

January 10th at Minters, J, Dilbourne was crushed by 
jumping off of train. 
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REPORT 

Of the Selma Division of the Western Hail Road Company 
of Alabama^ for year ending June SOthy 1881, 

Operated by Louisville & Nashville Rail Road Company. 

Length of road from Montgomery to Selma 50 miles. 

Length of sidings 11.06 

Aggre^te length of main line and sidings 6L06 

Guage of road 5 feet 

Number of miles steel rail in use 2.50 

Number of miles iron rail in use 58.56 

Weigkt of railperyard ( steel 58 lbs. 

\ iron 50 to 60 

Miles of track not ballasted 19.36 

Miles of track ballasted with sand .'..?.. ^ 30.64 

No of stations with agents { passenger ) ^ 

\ freight ) 

Number of persons regularly employed, including 

officials 327 

Same in Alabama 327 

GENERAL EXHIBIT. 

;Total income $104,567.05 

Total expenses, including taxes 70,952.94 

Net income $ 33,614.11 

Rentals 52,000.00 

Balance for the year, deficit 18,385.89 

EARNINGS. 

From local passengers $42,018.87 

From through passengers 6,314.76 

14 
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From extra baggage 181.4S 

From express 1,641.21 

From mails , 3,607. 5H 



Fotal earnings, passenger department ^53,763.88 

From local freight * 27,397.96 

From through freight 23,410.41 



Total earnings freight department $50,803.17 

Total income from all sources • , 104,567.05 

Average number of Mixed trains (passenger and freight) 

over road daily • 3.23 

Number of passenger train miles 200 

Number of freight train miles 3,444 

Number of mixed (pass, and freight) train miles 40,509 

Number of service or work 5,634 



»■. 



Total number of train miles 49,787 

Number of passengers carried one mile east 586,411 

Number of passengers carried one mile west 596,812 



Total number of pass, carried one mile west and east.. 1,183,271 

No. of tons of freight carried one mile, east 1,255,696 

No. of tons of freight carried one mile, west 632,789 



Total No. of tons of freight carried one mile west 

and east 1,888,485 

Total earnings per mile of road 2,091.34 



Total earnings per train mile, passenger .91324 

Total earnings^per train mile, freight .86296 

Earnings per passenger per mile .04084 

Earnings per ton of freight (local and through) 

per mile * .02637 



Total gross earnings of entire line $ 104,567.05 



\ 
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Total expenses per mile of road $ 1,342.41 

Percentage of total expenses to gross earnings 64.19 

Percentage of total passenger expenses to 

passenger earnings 39.48 

Percentage of total freight expenses to freight 

earnings 90.34 

Cost per train mile, mixed, passenger and 

freight 1.14013 

Cost per grcs^ ton per mile (local and through) 

in freight trains .9992 

Southern Express Company run on this road, for which 
privilege they pay the rail road company forty per cent, of 
gross earnings. 

Compensation for transporting mail matter is based on 
weight of mail matter transported. 

ACCIDENT. ^/^ g 

June 26th, at Selma Junction, Moses Allan had his-head^ 
cut off by jumping off' of train. 



REPORT 

Of the Alabama Central Rail Road Company of Alabama 
for the year ending June 30th^ 1881. 

Road sold to the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia 
Railroad Company. 

W. L. Lanier, agent for E. T., V. & G. R. R. Co., Selma, 
Ala. 

Jno. M. Bridges, Division Superintendent, Selma, Ala. 

Capital stock as authorized by law $2,000,000.00 
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Number of shares issued 0,404 

First mortgage bonds (duelst July, 191S, bear- 
ing interest at G per cent., which is pay- 
able 1st January and 1st July $1,000,000.00 

Second mortgage bonds (due 1st July, 1918, 
bearing interest at 8 per cent, or less, 
which is payable only if earned 1,400,000.00 
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Total amount of funded debt July 30th, 1881...$ 2,400,000.00 

Total cost of entire road to date, including 

equipment $ 3,258,144.60 

Average of same per mile of main line laid. . . 34,296.26 
Proportion of same for Alabama, including 

equipment $ 2,991,319.79 



Length of main line from Selma, Alabama 
to Lauderdale, Mississippi 

Length of sidings 

Length of leased road from Lauderdale to 
Meridian .* 



Aggregate length of main line 

Aggregate length of leased road 

Aggregate length of sidings 

Aggregate length of main line, leased roads 
and sidings 



Guage of road 

Miles of steel rail in use 

No. of miles iron rail in use 

Weight of rail per yard, steel 56 ibs.. 

iron 56 ft)S.. 
Miles of track not ballasted-. . . , !. 
Miles of track ballasted with stone. 
Miles of track ballasted with gravel. 
Miles of track ballasted with sand.... 



Whole 


Length 


TiCngth. 


in Ala. 


95 


87.22 


5.62 


4.73 


18 




95 


87.22 


18 




5.62 


4.73 


118.62 


91.95 


5 ft. 




18 




95 


87.22 


62 


62 


4 


4 


21 


3 


26 


26 
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This road is crossed at grade by the following roads, at the 
points named — 

Western Rail Road, at Selma, Alabama. 

Selma Division, E. T., V. & G. R. R. at Selma, Alabama. 

Selma & Greensboro, at Selma, Alabama. 

Selma & New Orleans, at Selma, Alabama. 

Selma & Greensboro, at Marion Junction, Alabama. 

Alabama Great Sontj^ern, at York. 



No. of stations on main line ( passenger.... 

( freight 

No. of stations on leased road I passenger.... 

( freight 

No. of w^ood and coal stations 

No. of water stations 



No. of engine houses. 



No. of car houses 

No. of machine and car shops (combined) 



Total 


In 
Alabama 


17 


1.5 


1 




1 




2 


2 


5 


i 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 



Shops in Alabama at Selma. 

No. of locomotives 10 

No. of first class passenger cars 4 

No. of second class passenger cars 4 

No. of baggage, mail and express cars combined 3 

'No. of box cars 50 

No. of stock cars 3 

No. of platform cars 10 

No. of coal, stone or ore cars (8 w^heel) 9 

No. of caboose cars 2 

No. of repair cars (push) 13 

No. of repair cars (lever and crank) 13 

No. of service cars IJ 

No. of pile machine cars 1 

Average number of persons regularly employed includ- 
ing officials 339- 

Same in Alabama 311> 



( 
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Total income $240,444.26 

Total expenses, including taxes 171,725.13 



Net income 68,719.13 

Earnings from local passengers 50,356.59 

Earnings from through passengers 20,874.38 

Earnings from express 4,800.00 

Earnings from mails 6,198.24 



Total earnings passenger department 82,229.21 



From local freight ' 87,135.23 

From through freight 62,752.62 



Total earnings freight department 149,887.85 



Interest on A. & C. certificates 1,520.00 

Interest on deposits 679.29 

Premium on A. & C. certificates sold 1,458.68 

Kents from Western and L. & N. R. R 200.00 

Rents from Ala. Central Warehouse 1,500.00 

Ration account 1 64.51 

Scrap iron sold 2,710.24 

Tolls, oil mill track 94.48 

Total income from all sources $240,444. 2(^ 

Total earnings per mile of road 2,054.13 

Total gross earnings of entire line 232,117.06 

Earnings of line in State of Alabama 179,162.50 

Total expenses permile of road 1,581.99 

Per centage of total expenses to gross earnings 7702-100 

Southern Express Company run on this road, and they pay 
for use of one half car each way daily, $400.00 per month. 
Contract for one year. 
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No regular contract for carrying the U. S. Mails ; the com- 
pensation allowed is $6,441.88 p^r annum for daily service 
each way. 

ACCIDENTS. 

November 2nd, 1880, Alabama Central switch engine back- 
ing a train of 3 cars on track of the Western Rail Road of 
Alabama, iriSelma, ran against a buggy driven by Mr. Hen- 
ry Cochran, who was accompanied by his wife. Mrs. Coch- 
ran was fatally injured and Mr. Cochran painfully hurt, and 
the buggy broken to pieces. Engine Was pushing the cars 
ahead and running 4 miles per hour with a man on top with 
a lighted lamp who called to driver, but could not stop in 
time ; bell was ringing and engine was stopped within two 
car lengths. Accident happened about 7 o'clock p. m. 



REPORT 

Of the Alabama Great Southern Rail Road Company for the 

year ending June SOtK 1^81. 

OFFICERS. 

V 

A. B. Abraham, President, London, England. 
R. V. Tomlinson, Secretary, London, England. 
F. Hahn, Treasurer, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
Sam'l F. Rice, General Solicitor, Montgomery, Ala. 
Cabell Breckinridge, Chief Engineer, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
John Scott, General Manager, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Chas. B. Wallace, Superintendent," Chattanooga, Tenn. 

General offices at Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
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DIRECTORS. 



Augustus B. Abraham, London, England. 
R. J. Hood, London, England. 
Geo. W. Medley, London, England. 
Philip Rose, London, England. 
Charles Schiff, London England. 
Roger Eykyn, London, England. 
J. L. Slows, London, England. 
Chas. Lawrence Young, London, England. 
J. W. Snagge, London, England. 

Capital stock as now fixed, common $7,830,000 

" preferred 783,000 



u u u 



FUNDED DEBT. 



Mortgage bonds bearing interest at 6 i)er cent, 



Receivers certificates outstanding 



. $1,750,000 
200,000 



TotalJune 30th, 1881 $1,950,000 



« 


Whole 
length 


Length 
in Ala. 


Length of mg^in line from Wauhatchie, Ten- 
nessee, to Meridian, Mississippi 


290 
19 

5 


243 


Lenffth of sidinffs, aporoximated 


14 


Tiength of leased road from Wauhatchie, 
Tenn., to Chattanooera, Tenn 








Aggregate length of main line, leased road 
and sidinfics 


314 


257 
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Guage of road 5 feet. 

Number of miles of iron rail in use 

Weight of iron rail per yard 56ft)S. 

Number of miles of telegraph owned 

Num ber of bridges and trestles 

No. of wooden bridges 

Aggregate length of same 

No. of iron bridges 

Aggregate length of same 

No. of combination (wood and iron) bridges 

Aggregate length of same 

No. of wooden trestles, pile and frame 

Aggregate length of same 

Miles of track not ballasted 

Miles of track ballasted with stone 

Miles of track ballasted with gravel 

Miles ot track ballasted with sand 



308 

296 
350 
52 
41-100 

2 
15-100 

12 

21-100 

284 

10.53 

110 

30 

50 

100 



Length 
in Ala. 



254i 



274 
46 
31-100 

2 
15-100 

5 

18-100 

219 

9.38 

103 

20 

50 

70 



The South & North Alabama Rail Road crosses this road 
at grade at Birmingham, Ala., and the Alabama Central 
Rail Road crosses it at grade at York, Ala. 




No. of stations on main line... ( passenger 



No. of wood and coal stations. 

No. of water stations 

No. of engine houses 

No. of machine shops 

No. of car shops 



freight 



38 
3 
4 

19 
1 
1 
1 



in Ala- 
bama 



29 
1 
3 

14 



No. of locomotives for passenger service;.. 

No. of locomotives for freight service 

No. of locomotives for construction service 
No. of locomotives for switching service 



6 

14 

4 

2 



Total number of locomotives. 
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dumber of firbt class passenger cars 4 

Number of second class passenger cars ^ 

Number of sleeping cars 3 

Number of special cars 1 

Number of baggage, mail and express cars (combined) 6 

Numberofbox cars 190 

Number of stock cars 31 

Number of platform cars 122 

Number of coal and stone, or ore cars (S wheel) 189 

Number of caboose cars 14 

Number of service cars 29 

Numberof dump cars 21 

Westingliouse brake is in use on this road. 

Average number of persons regularly employed 900 

Same in Alabama 730 

Total expenses, including taxes $459,798.86 

Charges to property during year, construction.... $:^96,557. 39 

ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 

From local and through passengers $161,431.53 

From extra baggage 650.61 

From express 6,196.75 

From mails 17,738.02 

Total earnings passenger department $186,019.93 

From local and through freight 497,453.15 

From other sources freight department 709.62 

Total earnings freight department $498,162.77 

From other sources, viz : 

Sleeping cars 3,505.00 

Telegraph 2,010.89 

Commissary 9,465.19- 
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Storage 48.00 

Incidentals 1,806.95 



Total income from all sources $701,018.73 

Average number of daily i)assenger trains over road 2 

Average number of daily freight trains over road 6 

Total number of trains over road 8 

Number of passenger train, miles." 936,924 

Number of freight train miles 4,337,456 



Total number of train miles 5,274,380 

The Southern Express Company run on this road. They 
charge per 100 lbs. scale rate. No contract with them. 

This Company owns the sleepers that run oh their road, 
and charge $2.00 per trip over whole line, and proportionately 
less for shorter distances. 

The compensation received for ca^rrying the U. S. Mails 
per annum is $18,000.00, subject to fines for missing connec- 
tions, etc., reducing the amount about $1,000.00. 

STATEMENT OF ACCIDENTS. 

October 9ih, 1880. Allen Warren, brakeman, . killed at 
Haralson's Chute, struck by lever at chute and knocked 
down on top of car, fell between cars while attempting to 
crawl to caboose, and run over. 

January 12th, 1881. Andrew Pierce, killed at Boligee, 
while attempting to board train. 
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It will be seen from this report that a great deal of the 
work we have accomplished since the 30th day of June last, 
and which was in many respects the result of preliminary 
works done before that time, will, under the 28th section of 
the act approved February 26th, 1881, be necessarily omitted 
from this report. We regret this very much, but under the 
statute it is unavoidable. We feel as much bound to respect 
and follow this requirement of the statute as any other of its 
provisions, although under the requirements of this section 
we feel it to be our duty to respectfully recommend that this 
section be so amended as to require the commissioners, in 
each annual report, to report all their doings up to the time 
such report is tiled with the Governor on the 1st of Novem- 
ber in each year, and will give the reasons for this recom- 
mendation in a further portion of this report, to which its 
discussion more appropriately belongs. 

Our experience has been that the statute approved Febru- 
ary 26th, 1881, providing for the regulation of rail road com- 
panies and persons operating rail roads in this State, has 
worked exceedingly well, and has been much better adapted 
to the regulation of the business of rail roads in this State 
than if it had* contained a provision clothing the Rail Road 
Commissiouers with the power to arbitrarily make rates for 
rail road companies. We have made no recommendation 
to any rail road ccmpany which has not been adopted. At 
first, a few of the rad road companies, standing upon what 
they conceived to be their chartered rights, seemed to be dis- 
posed to question the power of the State to regulate their 
business in the manner provided for in this statute, and as 
might have been naturally expected, others of them objected 
most earnestly to reduction recommended by the Commission 
in their passenger and freight tariff, but w^hile these things 
are true, yet it must oe said that afterwards every single 
rail road company in the State met the Commission in a 
spirit of co-operation, and have since been w^orking in per- 
fect harmony with it. The chief officers of the rail roads of 
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this State,aad their principal subordinates with whom we have 
been thrown in contact, are a body of men of unusual intelli- 
gence, well qualified for the positions they fill, who in all our 
intercourse with them, have manifiested a high respect for 
the laws of the State, and a strong desire to avoid conflict 
and clashing with the oflicers of the State appointed to exe- 
cute these laws in reference to rail roads. We have wit- 
nessed this feature of their conduct with pleasure, and while 
doing what we believed to be our duty in every instance, 
have endeavored to carry out the will of the Legislature as 
expressed in the statute, without oppression, harshness or 
injustice. We know that imperfection attends all the works 
of man, and we cannot expect what we have done to be 
exempt from it, but we believe that the tariff's which have 
been revised, both as to passengers and freight, will be pro- 
ductive of benefit to the people as well as to the rail roads. 
If practical experience shall show that they need to be 
changed in the future, we shall not hesitate to do so as often 
as may be nesessary. They relate to matters of business 
exc'usivelv, and we have endeavored to meet and deal with 
them in that way. In revising them, we have endeavored 
to apply as far as possible, the principles and rules w^hich 
experience has show^n are just and fair. It has not been in 
our power to give such through rates to way stations and 
local points as could only be furnished by long competing 
lines, the ocean and navigable rivers, because we had no 
power to make long competing lines of railway or navigable 
rivers, or the ocean, and if some of these way stations and 
local points have been disappointed in our not establishing 
a millenium of rail road rates, predicated upon a power to cre- 
ate long competing lines of railway, navigable rivers and 
the ocean, we can only regret that for their sake we had no 
such power. We have never believed that the Legislature 
of Alabama, in enacting this statute, intended that princi- 
ples governing the transportation of persons and freight on 
rail roads which experience has shown to be cardinal, control- 
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in«; and just in their nature, as much so as any laws natur- 
ally, and necessarily p:rowin^ out of and controlling any 
other business, should be ignored by the Rail Road Commis- 
sion to the injury and oppression of railroads, for the pecu- 
liar benefit of any locality. At least, no intimation of this 
kind is expressed in the letter, or indicated in the spirit of 
this statute, as we read and understand it. The Legislature 
had no power to clothe the Commission with authority to 
revise through rates of rail roads outside the State of Ala- 
bama, and it has attempted to do nothing of the kind. 

It may be ijroper to state in a general way, that all the 
rates recommended by the Commission and adopted by the 
rail road companies are what are called maximum rates. 
That is to say, they are the most that these companies can 
charge, but in i)rescribing them, the Commission distinctly 
informed each company that it could charge as much less 
than these rates as it saw proper to do, provided it did not 
discriminate against any individual, locality, or corporation 
of this State. In revising the tariffs of each of the rail road 
companies, which was done separately, the Commission 
increased no rates, except in a few instances to equalize rates 
between points, and then su*ch increase was very slight, on 
a gpadufrf' scale ; but in passing upon the various items 
composing each tariff, the Commission in some instances 
^, teduced rates, and in other instances approved rates without 

. . t ' change as they stood in the tariff submitted for revisions. 

^' The taritrs submitted for revision were in themselves ma^ii- 

jLA, mum rates, and in some instances the raiL road companies 

t did not charge the full amount of them, but they exercised 

l\ this power from business considerations in many respects, so 

as to discriminate in favor of individuals and localities by 
giving particular individuals special rates, better than were 
had by their neighbors, and the same was true of discrimina- 
tion-in favor of localities. Such complaint against the revis- 
ed tariffs as has come under our observation, has grown 
chiefly out of those causes, those individuals who had enjoyed 
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special rates, and privileges before the revision of these^ 
tariffs not being able to have them now, and a few subordi- 
nate officials of rail road companies attempting to excite 
predudice against the works of the Commission by falsel}^ or 
ignorantly pretending to the public that the Commission has 
increased rates, when such has not been the case. Such 
efforts at misrepresentation, were of course, to be expected 
when the State inauguri^ted such a policy as this, and we 
are not surprised at it. The fact is, our only surprise has 
been, wiien we consider the powerful patronage of rail road 
companies, in the shape of free passes and otherwise, that 
these efforts at misrepresentation and detraction have not 
been attempted on a larger scale. 

We may also state in a general way that in revising tariffs 

of rail road companies, the commission w^as influenced by the 

idea that the public would be much more benefited by 

cheap travel, than by a corresponding reduction in freights. 

Hence, upon all the main lines in the State, we reduced the 

passenger fares very largely, in every instance to three cents 

per mile with ticket, and four cents per mile without ticket. 

On a few other roads, much less prosperous, we reduced the 

passenger fare to four cents per mile with ticket, and five 

cents per mile without ticket. On the third audlast class of 

roads, being roads that are short, weak, having little business 

and promotive of the accomodation and convenience of a few 

neighborhoods, we fixed the passenger fare at five cents per 

mile. On one exceptional road, known as the Tuskegee 

Narrow^ Gauge, operated between Chehaw Station and the 

town of Tuskegee, a distance of five miles and a half, we 

approved the existing tariff without change, which allowed 

ten cent > per mile for passengers. We made somo reductions 

in freights of each rail road tarifl' which we revised. One 

main work with us has been correcting unjust discrimination. 

We have also had occasion to exercise the jurisdiction of 

establishing regular stations which had been discontinued 

and changed to flag stations ; and of causing rail roads to fence 
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a portion of their lines ; and of establishing rules at depots 
f)y which storage was not charged on freight for three days 
in favor of consignees who resided away from such station in 
the country ; and of correcting in a speedy manner over 
charges in freight ; and of recommending the use of air brakes 
on some of the rail roads by which the security of the travel- 
ing public has been very greatly promoted ; and of inducing 
rail road companies to settle in a speedy manner claims of 
poor and needy persons for stock killed, who were unable to 

undergo the expense and delays of litigation and who 

• 

appealed to us in that behalf; and of recommending joint 
rates to avoid the effect of combined local charges, in cases 
where such combined local charges were productive of unjust 
discrimination. We have also established a system of 
monthly reports from rail road companies showing compara- 
tive earnings under their revised tariiFs with their earnings 
under former tariffs during same month last year. 

This is a brief summary of our work, the details of which 
for reasons already stated and because the law requires it, 
belongs to our next annual report. 

We are required by the statute in this report to embody 
such facts as will disclose the actual working of the railway 
system of this State. The facts already stated by us show 
the impossibility of doing this completely without reporting 
the details of what has transpired since the 30th day of June, 
1881. 

Another very serious obstacle is, that each rail road com- 
pany has its own method of keeping accounts, and these 
accounts are k^pt in such a way that it is impossible to take 
them and tabulate them, or even consolidate and aggregate 
them so as to show in any satisfactory manner the actual 
working of each rail road company, without embodying the 
entire official reports of its chief officers into the report made 
by us. We have their sworn returns in reply to the blank 
forms which we prescribed and submitted to them, and yet 
their accounts are so kept that most of them have not been 
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able to give us seventy-five per cent of the information we 
xjalled for, as will fully appear by their sworn reports on file 
in our office. This has been the result of the inauguration of 
a new system by the State, and the rail road companies have 
never been called upon to keep their accounts with reference 
to what it has brought into action. The Massachusetts Com- 
mission had to encounter the same difficulty and it was reme- 
died in that State by a statute requiring rail road companies 
to keep a uniform system of accounts. Every State having a 
Rail Koad Commission has met with the same difficultv 
We make no recommendation for any legislation on this sub- 
ject at present, because we believe that this matter can be 
remedied in this State without legislation. From the spirit 
evinced by the rail road companies in our dealings with them 
we believe that they will so keep their accounts, that our 
next annual report will show that they can give all the infor- 
mation called for in our form, which forms will be substan_ 
tially the same next year, as they have been this year. The 
rail road companies now know what these forms are, and it is 
our purpose to have a general conference with their leading 
officials on this subject at as early a day as is practicable, with 
a view of recommending to them the immediate and urgent 
importance of so keeping their accounts as to be able to give 
the information called for by these forms of returns hereafter, 
and we have no doubt they will do so. 

We are required by this statute to make such suggestions 
as to the general rail road policy of the State as may seem 
appropriate, and to submit such recommendations for further 
legislation upon the subject of rail roads as we may deem 
necessary or advisable for the interest of the State. In 
obedience to this requirment we respectfully report that our 
- practical experience has shown but few amendments to be 
necessary in the existing legislation upon this subject, and 
with deference, we suggest briefly what these are, giving in 
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each instance what we regard as the substantial reasons in 
support of them. 

1. We recommend that the Rail Road Commission be 
clothed with the express power to recommend joint rates t^ 
rail roads operated in this State with a view of avoiding the 
high rate resulting from a combination of local rates on these 
roads. 

We state in support of this proposition, that prior to the 
time the tariffs of the«e companies were revised by the Com- 
mission-, that in accordance with a well established business 
custom among rail road companies in the transportation of 
freight, they, very generally among themselves charge these 
joint rates, or as they call them conventional rates, the words 
joint and conventional really being in this sense convertible 
terms. And so far from .being injurious to their business, it 
was promotive of their prosperity. When we revised their 
tariffs, it was generally understood between us and them that 
this system would still be kept up, particularly upon leading 
articles of freight, like cotton and coal. But since their 
tariffs have been revised, our attention in several instances 
has been called to the fact that trouble and dissatisfaction 
have ariseil from their charging combined locals on freights, 
necessitating repeated and continual revisions of tariffs^ 
which could have been remedied in the first instance if the 
Commission had been clothed with the express power to 
recommend a fair and equitable system of joint local rates 
between connecting lines in this State. As it is, not having 
the express*power to recommend any such system of joint 
local rates, and hesitating to exercise doubtful powers, we 
have felt ourselves authorized to recommend joint rates only 
in cases where it became necessary to correct the great evil 
of unjust discrimination. In such cases as we have exer- 
cised this power the rail road companies themselves have 
freely admitted the justice of its application, and adopted our 
recommendations, though in every such instance we felt to it 
be our duty to present, and did present to them, w^hat would be 
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the results, if persisted in, of unjust discrimination. We 
herewith present a bill embodying our views upon this sub- 
.ject, which we respectfully submit for transmission to the 
General Assembly, in an appendix to this report. 

2. We also recommend that the 28th section of the act 
approved February 26th, 1881, providing for the regulation 
of rail road compainies and persons operating jrail roads in 
this State, be amended, so as to require the Commissioners to 
report all their doings up to the time their report is filed 
with the Governor, on the first of November in eapch year, 
and w^e herewith respectfully submit a bill embodying our 
views on this subject in the appendix to this report. 

Our reasons briefly for this recommendation are, that by 
law the Commissioners keep minutes of all their proceed- 
ings and records in their office, and it is just as easy for them 
to report all their doings up to the time they file their report 
with the Governor, as it is for them to report their doings up 
to the 30th day of June preceding, and unless this is done 
in the year in which the General Assembly holds its session, 
there will be four months and a half of that year, in which 
the General Assembly will have no report of the doiujgs of 
the Rail Road Commissioners. The object of the General 
Assembly in limiting the report to the 30th day of June, 
was evidently to make it conform to the rail road year, which 
ends at that time, but the State having taken jurisdiction of 
this subject, it appears to us that the public interest will be 
subserved by placing before the General Assembly as full 
and complete a report as possible of all the doings of the 
Rail Road Commissioners, who by the statute are expressly 
made State officers, and it may frequently happen that within 
this period of four months and a half the most important 
and vital work done by the Commissioners during the whole 
year may occur. 

3. We also recommend that the Rail Road Commission of 
Alabama have authority to co-operate with the Rail Road 
Commissioners of other States, in recommending joint rates 



156 

to a line of rail road under the same general management 
extending out of the State of Alabama into such State or 
States, with a view of avoiding the eifect of combined local 
charges as far as possible in each of said States, and we 
herewith respectfully submit a bill embodying our views 
upon this subject in the api)endix to this report. 

The reasons that induce us to make these recommenda- 
tions are briefly these : Under the system of combination of 
two or more companies, chartered in separate States, into 
one line of road, it is of ^common occurrence for this road to 
charge the high local rate on a short haul in one State, and 
as soon as it reaches the State line, to then charge the high 
local rate of a short haul in the other State, making, as will 
be seen, a combination of high local rates on short distances, 
and putting onerous charges upon citizens of each of these 
States who happen to live in localities not far distant from 
the State line. The evil extends further, but this is only an 
illustration. 

There is other legislation of an original, rather than 
amendatory character, which comes within the scope of the 
suggestions and recommendations required of us by section 
28 of the act providing for the regulation of rail rojad com- 
panies, and persons operating rail roads in this State, ap- 
proved February 26th, 1881. This we have considered, and 
without naming any, which to our minds were doubtful, beg 
leave to respectfully present in this report recommendations 
and suggestions as to those which we deem vital and im- 
portant. In doing so, for the sake of convenience, we pre- 
sent in the appendix in connection with each recommenda- 
tion a bill, which method we have adopted as being the most 
simple and explicit mode of illustrating our recommenda- 
tions in reference to each matter, about which we suggest 
legislation, and also because it is less^iable to misapprehen- 
sion than any other. 

The evils of drunken and disorderly conduct on passenger 
cars, are such as seem to call for stringent legislation upon 
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this subject. They are probably no worse, and perhaps not as 
bad in Alabama, as in some other States, yet from the very 
nature of the case they can be perpetrated on moving pas- 
senger trains with a very great degree of impunity. This 
rusults to some extent, from the fact, that travellers have a 
great aversion to becoming witnesses in distant courts, and 
this is true also of train officers and employes, .while in most 
instances the train moves rapidly, from one county to another 
on its journey, and there is no opportunity for the officers of 
the law to extend its protection to the persons upon the 
train, who frequently are ladies or girls, and sometimes chil- 
dren without escort. A passenger train ought to be a place 
where a woman or child, travelling without escort, would 
enjoy the protection of the law as much so as if in a hotel 
or a private house. We herewith submit a bill upon this 
subject, which will be found in the appendix in this report. 

A large number of the accidents which result to individuals^, 
attended by serious personal injury, and involving expensive 
litigation, frequently of the most harassing character, is due 
to the fact that these individuals trespass upon rail roads, 
and are injured while in that condition. We recommend 
legislation on this subject, and herewith submit a bill to be 
found in the appendix to this report. 

The rail road companies of this State by regulations of 
their own, protect themselves and the travelling public to a 
large extent, against the transportation of gun powder, 
dymanite, nitro- glycerine and like explosive articles, in any 
baggage, mail, express or passenger car, but the hazzard at- 
tending such transportation is so great, that it appears to us 
it ought to be forbidden by law under severe penalties, and 
we think the enactment of such a statute, while extending 
protection to the public, would also give rail road companies 
greater power in enforcing their own regulations on this sub- 
ject. We therefore recommend legislation in reference to ih 
and herewith submit a bill, which will be found in the ap- 
pendix to this report. 
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The authorities seem to be somewhat conflicting upon the 
power of a conductor of a train to put off a passenger and 
his baggage between stations when such passenger refuses 
to pay his fare. Cases occasionally occur where conductors 
are compelled to exercise this power, or else submit to hav- 
ing the rail road company defrauded out of fare in their 
presence, and when the train is under their control. It 
seems to us that the exercise of this power is one which 
ought to be recognized and defined by law, and at the same 
time guarded by considerations of humanity. We recom- 
mend legislation on this subject, and herewith submit a bill 
in the appendix to this report. 

No measure of diligence is higher than that which the 
law requires of a rail road company in the transportation of 
persons. These companies very generally perform this duty 
with a degree of diligence commensurate with its extraor- 
dinary requirement, by having' sober and competent train 
officers and employes, but nevertheless, when they have 
exercised the greatest care in selecting such officers and 
employes, it must necessarily happen, from the very nature 
of the duties to be performed, tliat tliey, as well as the 
travelling public, are largely at the mercy of these officers 
and employes for the proper and skillful performance of 
these duties. In view of these facts, it seems to us that 
there should be legislation punisliing any of these train 
officers or employes when, in consequence of their intoxica- 
tion, or of any gross or willful misconduct or negligence on 
their part, any of them cause the loss of a human life, or 
the breaking of a human limb, in the operation of any rail 
road in this State. We believe that sucli legislation, inflict- 
ing severe penalties for any such misconduct under any such 
circumstances, is due to the public, as well as to the rail road 
companies themselves, and that its enactment will have a 
a salutary efl'ect. We therefore respectfully recommend 
legislation on this subject, and submit a bill, which will be 
ound in the appendix to this report. 
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When every precaution is exerted known to human skill 
and prudence, the hazard to human life of traveling upon 
rail road cars is still verv considerable. The road bed of 
every rail road is a public highway, along which persons are 
transported at an extraordinary rate of speed. This road 
bed and its trestles and bridges cannot be guarded against 
the interference of malicious persons, who, on account of 
spite against the company or individuals, or from general 
malice, may tamper with the road bed or its trestles or 
bridges for the purpose of throwing trains from the track. 
The immunity with which such an offence can in general be 
perpetrated, and its heinousness under all the circumstances, 
«eems to us to call for legislation of a special character, pro- 
viding for severe punishment. We therefore respectfully 
recommend such legislation, and present a bill in the ap- 
pendix which embodies our views upon this subject. The 
general statute of the State defining murder, might cover 
such a case, and in many instances would, but the technical 
distinctions governing the administration of the criminal 
law, and the strict construction which courts must place upon 
every law of a highly penal character, seems to us, for the 
reasons w^e have named, to render special legislation upon 
this subject in a very high degree expedient, and for the best 
interests of the State. When the enormity of this offence 
is considered, the impunity with which it can be committed, 
and the danger which the travelling public must undergo in 
every such case at the hands of any murderous miscreant, it 
appears to us that all who are concerned in the perpetration 
of the offence, ought by a clear expression of the legislative 
will, be held and treated as principals, and punished accord- 
ingly. 

We also respectfully recommend that the act entitled " An 
act to provide for the regulation of rail road companies and 
persons operating rail roads in this State," approved. Febru- 
ary 26th, 1881, be printed in the appendix to this report, as 
part of this report. As this recommendation and sugges- 
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tion is addressed to your Excellency alone, because the duty 
is devolved upon you of having public documents of this 
kind printed, and as the printing of said statute will add 
to the length as well as to the expense of printing this 
report, we desire to say in support of this recommendation 
that it is customary and usual for each of the rail road com- 
missions in the several States of the Union to incorporate in 
at least one annual report the statute creating such commis- 
sion, and showing and defining its powers and duties. It is 
also customary with them, in at least one of their annual 
reports, to print such other legislation of the State upon the 
subject of rail roads as indicates the legislative policy of the 
State upon this subject. We think the printing of such 
legislation in connection with the report of the commission- 
ers not only throws great light upon what they have done, 
but also explains why they have not done many things of 
which they have no jurisdiction. But a better and stronger 
reason than even this, is that it shows, in connection with 
what the commissioners have done upon the subject, what 
the State itself has done. We might add more upon this 
subject, but feel that it is unnecessary. We hereto attach a 
copy of said act as part of this report. 

For the same reasons above stated we also respectfully 
recommend that the act approved March 1, 1881, entitled 
^'An act to regulate the transaction of business between 
connecting rail roads, be also printed as part of this report, 
in the appendix. We do not attach any copy of this last 
named act to this report, because we have no such copy. 

No litigation has yet occurred under our administration 
of this statute by which any of its provisions have been 
judicially construed by any of the courts of the State. We 
have therefore been compelled to construe it the best we 
could for ourselves with the aid of the Attorney-General of 
Alabama. We have endeavored in executing this statute to 
give all its provisions a reasonable construction. We feel 
very greatly indebted to Hon. H. C. Tompkins, Attorney- 
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General of Alabama, for the opinions which he has promptly 
furnished ns at our request, construing several provisions of 
this statute. We have in every instance acted upon his 
construction of it, in the several instances in which we have 
requested his opinions. We also feel greatly indebted to 
Junius Riggs, Esq., Librarian of the Supreme Court, and to 
Col. Eobt. McKee, Private Secretary to the Governor, for 
the valuable assistance rendered by each, of them in the 
investigation of the charters, amendments to charters, coi),- 
tracts and dealings of each of the rail road companies with 
the State, referred to in the report of the chairman to the 
Board, dated July 5th, 1881, a copy of which is included in 
this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. L. BRAGG, 
President R. R. Commission of Alabama. 

JAMES CROOK, 
CHAS. P. BALL, 
Associate Commissioners. 
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APPENDIX. 



AN ACT 



To provide for the regulation of rail road companies and per- 
sons operating rail roads in this State. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ala- 
hama, That the main track of every rail road in this State is 
a public highway, over which all persons have equal rights of 
transportation for passengers and freights, on the payment 
of just compensation to the owner of the rail road for such 
transportation ; and any person or corporation engaged in 
the business of transporting passengers or freights over any 
rail road in this State, who shall exact and receive for any 
such transportation more than just compensation for the 
services rendered, or demands more than the rates specified 
in any bill of lading issued by such person or corporation 
or who for his or its advantage or for the advantage of any 
connecting line, or of any person or locality, shall make any 
unjust discrimination in transportation against any indi- 
vidual, locality or corporation, shall be guilty of extortion, 
and in every case it shall be for the jury to determine, from 
all the evidence, whether more than just compensation was 
exacted and received or whether any such discrimination in 
transportation which may be established by the evidence 
against the individual, locality or corporation, as the case 
may be, was made for the benefit or advantage of the person or 
corporation operating such rail road, or of any person or lo- 
cality ; Provided^ that nothing in this act shall be construed 
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to prevent contracts for special rates for the purpose of de- 
veloping any industrial enterprise, or to prevent the execu- 
tion of any such contract now existing. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the party injured may 
recover of the person or corporation guilty of extortion, as 
defined in this act, twice the amount of damages sustained 
by the overcharge or unjust discrimination, as the case may 
be, and a reasonable fee for the counsel prosecuting the case 
in any court having jurisdiction of the amount in any county 
where the person or corporation operating the rail road does 
business ; but if it appears that the service in which the ex- 
tortion was committed was done at rates or upon terms pre- 
viously approved by the Rail Road Commission hereinafter 
established, only actual damages, and no attorney's fee shall 
be recovered. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That in all suits to recover 
damages for extortion in respect to any transportation done at 
rates or upon terms not higher than those previously approved 
by the Rail Road Commission, the plaintiff, if he fail in the 
suit, shall pay the costs, and also a reasonable attorney's fee 
to the defendant for defending the cause, the amount to b® 
determined hj the court in which the case is tried, or by a 
jury, if demanded by either party. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any person or cor" 
poration who shall commit extortion, as defined by this act, 
willfully, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on convic- 
tion shall be fined not less than ten nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars for each offense, but no such extortion shall be 
deemed willful, unless committed by a person or corporation 
which has failed or refused to submit his or its tariff or 
charges to the Rail Road Commission hereinafter established, 
or having so submitted the same, has refused to conform 
such tariff to the requirements of the commission. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That in all suits or pro- 
ceedings under this statute, the defendant may give in evi- 
dence the fact that the rates or terms, in respect to which 
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extortion is alleged, had been previously approved by the 
Rail Road Commission hereinafter established, and such ap- 
proval shall be prima facie evidence that such rates or terms 
were not extortionate. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ That no rates or charge for 
service, in the transportation of freight over any rail road, 
shall be held or considered extortionate or excessive under 
any proceeding under this afct, if it appears from the evi- 
dence that the net earnings of such rail road for transporting 
freights, if done without such discrimination, on the basis of 
such rate or charge, together with the net earnings from its 
passenger and other traffic, would not amount to more than 
a fair and just return on the value of such rail road, its ap- 
purtenances and equipments. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted^ That all actions to recover 
damages under this act, shall be commenced within ninety 
davs after the cause of action accrues. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted^ That the foregoing sections 
of this act shall not take effect until after the first day of 
June, 1881. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty 
of all persons or corporations in this State who shall own or 
operate any rail road therein, to publish by posting at all the 
depots the tariffs of rates for transporting freight, showing 
the rates for each class, including general and special rates, 
and it shall be unlawful for such person or corporation to 
make any reduction or rebate from such tariff in favor of 
any peison or corporation which shall not be made in favor 
of all other persons or corporations by a change in such pub- 
lished rates ; but special rates may be given to any person or 
corporation to aid him or it in developing any industrial 
enterprise, but such special rates must be published as the 
general rates are. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enactedy That any person or cor- 
poration who shaU make any reduction or rebate prohibited 
by the preceding section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
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and, on conviction, shall be fined not less than ten nor more 
than five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That any person who 
knowingly receives the benefit of any such reduction or re- 
bate, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction, 
shall be fined not less than ten nor more than five hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted^ That this act shall not 
prevent any rail road company from transport ng freight 
free of charge. 

Sec 13. Be it further enacted^ That a commission is 
hereby established, consisting of a president and two asso- 
ciate commissioners, to be known as the Rail Road Commis- 
sioners of Alabama. It shall be the duty of the Governor 
to nominate and send to the Senate the names of three com- 
petent persons for the office of president, and of six com- 
petent persons for the offices of associate commissioners, and 
the Senate shall select, by a majority vote, from the persons 
thus nominated for said offices respectively, the president 
and two associate commissioners, but tlie Senate may reject 
all the pefe-sons nominated lor the offices of president and 
associate commissioners respectively ; and in case of the re- 
jection of the persons nominated for president, it shall be 
the duty of the Governor to nominate three other persons 
for that office, from whom the Senate shall select a president, 
and in case the Senate refuses to select from the persons 
nominated for the office of associate commissioners, the Gov- 
ernor shall nominate three other persons for each of said 
offices not filled from those first nominated, and from the 
persons thus nominated, the Senate shall make the selection, 
and such rejections and renominations may be made until 
all the offices have been filled. 

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted^ That said Rail Road Com- 
missioners shall be State officers, and, before entering on 
their duties, shall take the oath of office prescribed for other 
State officers, and may be impeached and removed from office 



167 

by the Supreme Court for the same causes and in the same 
manner as other State officers ; they shall hold office for two 
years, and until their successors, respectively, are duly 
elected or appointed and qualified, and any vacancy shall be 
filled by the Governor; the person so appointed shall hold 
office until his successor is duly appointed, confirmed and 
qualified as above provided. No person in the employ of 
any rail road corporation, or other person owning or operat- 
ing a rail road in this State, or owning any stock in any rail 
road corporation, shall be nominated by the Governor as a 
member of such commission, and any commissioner who 
shall accept any gift, gratuity, emolument, or employment 
from any person or corporation owning or operating a rail 
road in this State, during his continuance in office, except a 
permit for himself to pass over the rail road of such person 
or corporation, shall forfeit his office, and may be impeached 
and removed from office for that cause, as well as for any of 
the causes specified by law for the impeachment of other 
State officers. 

Sec. 15. Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty 
of the commission to consider and carefully revise all tariff's 
of charges for transportation submitted to the commission by 
any person or corporation owning or operating a rail road in 
this State; and if, in the judgment of the commission, any 
such charge is more than just compensation for the service 
for which it is proposed to be made, or if any such charges 
amount to unjust discrimination against any person, locality 
or corporation, the commission shall notify the party sub- 
mitting the same, of the changes neccessary to reduce the 
rate of charges to just compensation, and to avoid unjust 
discrimination ; when such changes are made by the party 
submitting the tariff*, or when none are deemed proper and 
expedient, the members of the commission shall append a 
certificate of its approval to such tariff of charges. 

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty 
of said commission to hear all complaints made by any per- 
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sou against any such tariff of rates so approved, on the 
ground that the same, in any respect, is for more than just 
compensation, or that such charges, or any of them, amount 
to, or operate so as to effect unjust discrimination; such 
complaint must be in writing and specify the items in the 
tariff against which complaint is made, and if it appears to 
the commission that there may be justice in the complaint, 
or that the matter ought to be investigated, the commission 
shall forthwith furnish to the person or corporation operat- 
ing the rail road, a copy of the complaint, together with no- 
tice, that at a time and place stated in the notice, the tariff 
as to said items will be revised by the commission, and at 
such time and place it shall be the duty of the commission 
to hear the parties to the controversy or by counsel, and 
such evidence as may be offered, oral or in writing, and may 
examine witnesses on oath, conforming to the mode of pro- 
ceedings, as nearly as may be convenient, to that required of 
arbitrators, giving such time and latitude to each side, and 
regulating the opening and conclusion of any ai:gument, as 
the commission may consider best adapted to arrive at the 
truth, and when the hearing is concluded, the commission 
shall give notice of any change deemed proper by them to 
be made, to the person or corporation operating the rail 
road. 

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted^ That said commission shall 
have an oflSce at the capitol, and shall meet there on the first 
Monday in every month, except September, and shall re- 
main in session until all business before them is disposed of ; 
and shall hold other sessions, and at such times and places, 
as may be necessary for the proper discharge of their duties, 
or as the convenience of parties, in the judgment of the 
commission, may require. The president of the commission 
shall receive a salary of thirty -five hundred dollars, and the 
associate commissioners shall each receive a salary of three 
thousand dollars per annum, to be paid as the salaries of 
other State officers, and the commissioners may employ a 
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clerk at a salary, not exeeeding fifteen hundred dollars per 
annum, to be paid in like manner. It shall be the duty of 
the commission to keep a record of all its proceedings, 
which shall be open at all times to the inspection of the 
public. 

Sec. 18. Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty 
of every person, company or corporation, operating any rail 
road in this State to make a return to the Auditor at the 
time of returning its property for taxation, in each year, of 
the gross earnings of such rail road during the preceding 
year, and if such rail road is partly in another State, the 
gross proceeds shall be apportioned to each mile of main 
track of the whote road, and the sum thus apportioned to 
the miles of maiuv^^^k in this State, shall be considered the 
gross earnings of such rail road in this State. In the event 
of failure to make such return of gross earnings, the Audi- 
tor shall ascertain and assess the same from information. 
The Auditor must then ascertain what per centage on the 
aggregate of gross earnings, thus returned or assessed, will 
be sufficient to pay the expenses of the commission author- 
ized by law, and assess a license tax against every such rail 
road for the amount of such per centage on its gross eam- 
. ings. It shall be the duty of every person, company or cor- 
poration operating a rail road in this State, to pay the tax 
so assessed to the Treasurer of the State on or before the 
first day of June in each year. Upon production of the 
Treasurer's receipt for such tax to the Auditor, and upon 
satisfactory evidence that the party paying the same is pre- 
pared to transport freight and passengers with reasonable 
safety over such rail road, the Auditor shall issue to such 
party a license to operate said rail road for one year. Any 
person, company or corporation operating a rail road in this 
State, on or after the first' day of June, 1881, without a 
license, shall forfeit one hundred dollars for each day while 
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so engaged, one-half to be paid to any person suing for the 
same, and the other half into the State treasiirj'. 

gEC. 19. Be it further enacted^ That all mone}^ paid out 
under this act, shall be paid on warrant of the Auditor to 
the Treasurer, as by law provided, including such sum as 
may be necessary to procure office furniture, stationery and 
other office expenses, including rent of office of said commis- 
sion ; provided such office expenses shall not exceed $500 
per annum. 

Sec. 20. Be it further enacttdj That whenever, in the judg- 
ment of the Rail Road Commission, it shall appear that 
repairs are necessary upon any such rail road, or that any 
addition to the rolling stock, or any addition to or change of 
the station, or station houses, or any change in the rates of 
fares, for transporting freight or passengers, or any change 
in the mode of operating the road and conducting its business 
is reasonable and expedient in order to promote the secruity, 
convenience and accommodation of the public, they shall 
give information in writing, to the corporation, of the im- 
provements and changes which they adjudge to be proper, 
and a report of the proceedings shall be included in the an- 
ual report of the commission to the Legislature. 

Sec. 21. Beit further enacted^ That the said Commission- 
ers shall have the right to pass free of charge, in the perfor- 
man'^e of their duties on all the rail roads in the State, and 
to take with them any person in their official employment. 
That the said commission shall have general supervision 
over all the rail roads of Alabama; and shall examine the 
same, from time to time, and keep themselves informed as 
to their condition, and the manner in which they are operated 
with reference to the security and accommodation of the 
public, and the compliance of the several corporations with 
their charters and the laws of the State. 

Sec. 22, Be it further enacted^ That said commissioners 
shall, as often as they deem it necessar\^, examine the seve| 
ral rail roads in this State, and shall recommend in writing to 
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the several rail roadcompanies, or any of them, from time to 
time, the adoption of such measures and regulations as said 
commissioners deem conducive to the public safety and 
interest. 

Sec. 23. Beit further enacted^ That the mannjrers operat- 
ing the several rail roads of this State shall furnish the said 
commissioners with all the information required relative to 
the management of their respective lines, and particularly 
with copies of all leases, contracts and agreements for trans- 
portation with express, sleeping car, or other companies to 
which they are parties. 

Sec. 24. Be it further enacted^ That whenever the com- 
missioners deem it necessary that any rail road, or portion 
thereof, should be fenced, they shall notify the corporation, 
or person operating such rail road thereof, and designate 
which should be fenced, and upon failure of any such rail road 
company, after reasonable notice, to fence such portion of its 
line, such rail road company shall be liable in damages for 
the value of any stock killed or injured, with or without 
negligence, upon the portion of its line so designated to be 
fenced ; and no liability shall attach for stock killed or 
injured on that portion of the line fenced in the manner des 
ignated by said commissioners, unless such killing or injury 
was inflicted wilfully or wantonly. And any person wan- 
tonly, wilfully or in' Mitionally disturbing any rail road fence, 
or any part thereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
on conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than ten nor 
more then five hundred dollars, or sentenced to imprison- 
ment or hard labor for the county for not less than ten days 
nor more than twelve months. 

Sec. 25. Be it further enacted, That the several rail roa:l 
companies, trustees or receivers, or other persons operating 
rail roads in this State, be and they are hereby required to 
make annual returns of their business to the Board of Com- 
missioners on, or before the first day of September of each 
year, made up to the close of business on the thirtieth day 
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of June next preceding; which annual returns shall be made 
in duplicate, in the manner prescribed by said commissioners, 
upon blank forms to be furnished by said commissioners to 
said rail road companies. Any rail road company which 
shall neglect or refuse to m\ke such returns shall forfeit to 
the State fifty dollars for each day of such refusal or neglect. 

Sec. 26. Be it further enacted^ That every rail 'road com- 
pany shall, within twenty-four hours after the occurrence of 
any accident to a train attended with serious personal injurj" 
on any portion of its line within the limits of this State, 
give notice of the same to the Rail Road Commissioners, 
who, upon receiving such notice or upon public rumor of 
such accident, may repair or dispatch one or more of their 
number to the scene of said accident and inquire into the 
facts and circumstances thereof, which shall be recorded in 
the minutes of their j^roceedings and embraced in their 
annual report. 

Sec. 27. Be it further enacted^ That the said commission- 
ers may summon and examine under oath such witnesses as 
they may think proper in relation to the affairs of any rail 
road company; and whoever shall refuse, without justifiable 
cause, to appear and testify after being duly cited, or shall 
obstruct any rail road commissioner in the discharge of his 
duties, shall be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 
imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both. 

Sec. 28. Be it further enacted^ That the Board, through 
their chairman, shall make annual reports to the Governor, 
on or before the first day of November in each year, for 
transmission to the Legislature, of their doings for the year 
ending on the thirtieth day of June next preceding, con- 
taining such facts as will disclose the actual working of the 
railway system in this State, and such suggestions as to the 
general rail road policy of the State, as may seem to them 
appropriate. They shall, also, submit such recommenda- 
tions for further legislation upon the subject of rail roads as 
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they may deem necessary or advisable for the interests of 
the State. 

Sec. 29. Be it further enacted^ That on the application, 
in writing, of a director, or of any person or persons owning 
one-fiftieth part of the entire paid in capital stock of any 
corporation operating a rail road, or the bonds or other evi- 
dences of indebtedness of such corporation, equal in amount 
to one-fiftieth part of its paid in capital stock, the rail road 
commissioners shall make an examination into the books 
and financial condition of such coi-poration, and may, in 
their discretion, cause the same to be published in one or 
more newspapers in this State. 

Sec. 30. Be it further enacted^ That the rail road com- 
missioners shall have at all times access to the list of stock- 
holders of every corporation operatihg a rail road in this 
State, and may, in their discretion, at any time cause the 
same to be copied, in whole or in part, for their own informa- 
tion or for the information of persons owning stock in such 
coi'ponition. . ^ y 

Sec. 31. Be it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty 
of the Rail Road Commission, by correspondence, conven- 
tion or otherwise, to confer with the rail road commissioners 
of other States of the Union, and with such persons from 
States having no rail road commissioners as the Governor 
of such States may appoint, for the purpose of agreeing, if 
practicable, upon a draft of statutes to be .submitted to the 
Legislature of each State, which shall secure such uniform 
control of rail road transportation in the several States, and 
from one State into or through another State, as will best 
subserve the interests of trade and commerce of the whole 
country ; and said commission shall include in their annual 
report to the Governor an abstract of the proceedings of any 
such conference or convention. 

Sec 32. Be it further enacted^ That no person holding 
the ofiice of Rail Road Commissioner, or of clerk for the 
Rail Road Commission, shall, during his continuance inoffice? 
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personally or through any partner or agent render any pro- 
fessional service or make or perform any business contracts 
with or for any rail road owned or operated in this State, 
excepting contracts made with such rail road in its capacity 
as common carrier. 

Sec. 33. Be it further enacted^ That nothing in this act 
contained shall be construed to affect in any manner or de- 
gree the legal duties, rights and obligations of any rail road 
corporation, or other person owning or operating any rail 
road in this State, or its legal liability for the consequences 
of its neglect or mismanagement, whether adjudged by said 
commission to be reasonable, expedient and proper, or not. 
But when in any case any rail road corporation or person 
operating, owning or controlling any rail road in this State, 
has adopted the recommendation or advice of the commis- 
sion, proof of such fact shall be received in all courts, or 
other proceedings at law or in equity, or before any officer, 
as prima facie evidence that the thing done or omitted to be 
done was right and proper. 

Sec. 34. Be it further enacted^ That witnesses summoned 
to appear before said commission shall be entitled to the 
same per di^m and mileage as witnesses attending the Cir- 
cuit Court. Witnesses summoned by the commissioner shall 
be paid by warrant on the treasury to be drawn by the 
Auditor on the certificate of the president of the board of 
the amount to .which such witness is entitled. Witnesses 
summoned by any party to be paid by tho party by whom 
thev are summoned. 

Sec. 35 Be it further enacted^ That for the payment of 
the salaries of the officers and all other expenses herein 
provided for, the sum of twelve thousand five hundred dol- 
lars per annum for two years, or so much thereof as shall be 
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
State treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 36. B& it further enacted^ That said Rail Road Com- 
mission shall, on notice by the Governor, attend all meet- 
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ingsof the Board of Equalization on rail road property, as 
provided for in section 383 of the Code of Alabama, and 
^ive said Board of Equalization all information in their 
possession that may be desired to assist said board in the 
assessment of the rail road property of this State. 
Approved February 26, 1881. 



A BILL 



To be entitled An Aet to amend section 28 of an act entitled 
"An act to provide for the regulation of rail road com- 
panies and persons operating rail roads in this State," 
approved February 26th, 1881. 

• 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Alabama.^ That 
section 28 of an act entitled " An act to provide for the reg- 
ulation of rail road companies and persons operating rail 
roads ih. this State,'- approved February 26th, 1881, be 
amended so as to read as follows : 

Sec. 28. Be it further enacted^ That the Board, through 
their chairman, shall make annual rei)orts to the Governor 
on, or before the 1st day of November in each year, for trans- 
mission to the Legislature, of their doings for the year end- 
ing at the time of filing such report with the Governor. 
Such report shall contain such facts as will disclose the actual 
working of the railway system in this State, and such sug- 
gestions as to the general rail road policy of the State, as 
may seem to them appropriate ; and they shall also submit 
such recommendations for further legislation upon the sub- 
ject of rail roads as they may deem necessary or advisable 
for the interests of the State. 
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A BILL 

To be entitled An Act to empower the Rail Road Commis- 
sion of Alabama to recommend joint local rates on 
freight to rail road companies, and j)ersons operating rail 
roads in this State. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ala- 
bama^ That it shall be the duty of the Rail Road Commission 
of this State to recommend joint local rates to rail roads in 
this State on freight, in all cases where such rail road con- 
sists of a combination of rail roads under one general 
management, or are connecting lines, so as to avoid as far as 
possible the injustice of combined local rates in the trans- 
portation of such freight over said lines. But in making 
every such recommendation, the said Rail Road Commission 
shall have due regard for the value of the service to be per- 
formed, and the rules and principles governing such trans- 
portation, and shall in every such instance, according to their 
best judgment, make no such recommendation which does not 
allow the companies or persons operating such lines a fair 
and reasonable compensation for the service to be per- 
formed. 



A BILL 



•To be entitled An Act to authorize the Rail Road Commis- 
sion of Alabama to co-operate with the Rail Road Com- 
missioners of other States having Rail Road Commissions in 
recommending joint rates to said companies on lines extend- 
ing out of the State of Alabama, and into other States, 
so as to avoid the effect of unjust discrimmination by com- 
bined local rates or otherwise. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ala- 
bama^ That it is made the duty of the Rail Road Commis- 
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sioners of this State to co-operate as far as possible with the 
Rail Road Commissioners of other States in the Union hav- 
ing Rail Koad Commissions, in recommending joint rates on 
freight to rail road companies or persons operating rail roads 
extending out of the State of Alabama, and into such other 
States so as to avoid unjust discrimination by combined locals 
or otherwise on said rail road lines. It being the true intent 
and meaning of this act that the power hereby conferred 
and to be exercised by the Rail Road Commissioners of Ala- 
bama, shall be confined to rates on said freight while being 
transported within the limits of the State or Alabama, and 
it is contemplated that the like powers will be exercised by 
the other Rail Road Commissioners in their respective States 
so that said joint rates shall be rates agreed on by all of said 
Commissioners, and the proportion thereof to be received by 
said rail road companies for such freight being transported in 
each of said States respectively in such manner as to avoid 
unjust discrimination against any individual, locality or cor- 
poration of either of said States by combined locals or oth- 
erwise. 



A BILL 



To be entitled " An Act to protect passengers from drunk 
and disorderly persons while traveling on rail road cars." 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ala- 
bama^ That any person who being under the influence of any 
spirituous, or vinous, or fermented liquors, in any car used 
at the time for the transportation of passengers along the 
line of any rail road in this State, shall wrongfully behave 
in a rude, disorderly, or threatening manner towards any per- 
son, or who being in such condition as foresaid or not, shall 
behave as aforesaid, or shall make use of any profane or 
obscene language within the hearing of any passenger on 
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such car, shall in e ther event be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction for every such offence, shall be fined not 
less than twenty dollars, nor more than one thousand dol- 
lars, but if such offence shall be committed as aforesaid in 
the presence of ^any woman, or female child, then the court 
upon every such conviction, shall also sentence the offender 
to imprisonment for not exceeding twelve months. 

Sec. 2. Be it furtlier enacted^ That complaint may be 
made on account of any violation of the provisions of this 
act, before any officer of this State authorized to require 
bail, and it shall be the duty of such officer to enquire into 
the same, and if there be probable cause to believe that the 
offence has been committed, and that the person charged 
therewith is guilty thereof, to require bail of such person 
to answer the same, and to take all necessary and proper 
steps for the purpose of having such person brought to trial 
therefor in the county of this State in which such offence 
was committed. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enactedy That it is made the duty of 
every rail road company or person owning or operating a 
rail road in this State, to have one copy of this act printed 
and posted in a conspicuous place in each passenger car 
operated upon the rail road of any such company or person, 
and to keep the same so printed and posted, and any such 
company or person failing to comply with the provisions of 
this section within forty days after the appoVal of this act^ 
shall forfeit twenty dollars to the State of Alabama for every 
such failure to comply with the provisions of this act, to be 
recovered in an action of debt, one-half of every such fine to 
be paid into the State Treasury when collected, and the 
other half of every such fine to be paid to the informer. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any person in whose 
presence either of the offences named in the first section of this 
act are committed shall have power and authority to forthwith 
arrest the oftender, and if the person attempting such arrest 
be other than the conductor or an employee of the train, he 
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may summon the conductor to assist him in making such 
arrest, and forthwith, if necessary, it shall be the duty of the 
conductor to stop the train, and if need be, to summon to his 
assistance the brakesmen and train hands, all except the 
engineer, to assist in making said arrest. Any person who 
shall resist or attempt to resist any arrest made under 
the provisions of this Act, shall, on conviction, be fined 
not less than five hundred dollars, nor more than five 
thousand dollars, and in addition thereto, shall be sen- 
tenced to hard labor for the county for not less than six 
months nor more than twelve months. Any conductor or 
brakesman or train hand or employee on said train, except 
the engineer, who shall fail or refuse to assist in making said 
arrest, when summoned as aforesaid, shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction for every such offence shall be 
fined not less than twenty dollars nor more than one hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ That any conductor of any 
train who shall permit any person to commit anyof the ofi'en- 
ces named in the first section of this act in his presence and 
who fails to arrest such person, forthwith, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and shall on conviction be fined not less than 
fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, at the discre- 
tion of the court or jury trying the same. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted^ That when any person is 
arrested on a train under the provisions of this act, it shall 
' not be the duty of the conductor to delay the train on 
account thereof, but the train shall proceed on its way in the 
usual manner, and the conductor shall take immediate steps 
by telegraph, or otherwise as occasion may require, to turn the 
person so arrested over into the custody of any officer in the 
State of Alabama, authorized by law to require bail, at the 
first station where this can be safely and most conveniently 
done, and at the time of turning over such person so arrested 
into the custody of such officer, it shall be the duty of the 
conductor to furnish to such officer a list of witnesses who 
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were present when such offence was committed, and their 
places of residence. 



A BILL 



To be entitled An Act to protect the rail roads of this State 

from trespassers. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ala- 
bama^ That any person who shall improperly or unneces- 
sarily, and without the permission of the rail road company 
or person owning or operating such rail road, be upon the 
main or side track operated by the running of cars in this 
State, shall be guilty of a wrongful trespass, and for every 
such offence shall on conviction be fined not less than one 
dollar, nor more than twenty dollars, at the discretion of the 
court or jury trying the same. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ That any person who may 
be injured by any engine or car upon said rail road during 
the time that such person is committing the tresspass men- 
tioned in the first section of this act, shall not be allowed to 
recover any damages therefor against the company or per- 
son owning or operating said r?.il road, or against any agent 
or employee of said company or person, in any of the courts 
of this State, except for wanton, willful and gross negligence 
in causing said injury, or in contributing thereto. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted^ That if the trespass men- 
tioned in the first section of this act shall be committed by 
such person being upon any. bridge or trestle upon which 
such main or side track is situated, upon conviction every 
such person shall be fined not less than five dollars nor more 
than fifty dollars, at the discretion of the court or jury trying 
the same. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That justices of the peace, 
concurrent with the circuit court, city court, or county court, 
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as tlie case may be, shall have jurisdiction to hear and deter- 
mine the cases provided for in the three preceding sections 
of this act. 



A BILL 



To be entitled An Act to punish any servant of any corpora- 
tion or person owning or operating any rail road in this 
State, who shall, in consequence of his intoxication or any 
gross or willful misconduct or negligence, cause any loss 
of human life or the breaking of a limb, in the operation of 
any rail road in this State. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Alabarifia, 
That any servant of any corporation or person owning or 
operating any rail road in this State, who shall, in conse- 
quence of his intoxication or any gross or willful misconduct 
or negligence, cause any loss of human life 'or the breaking of 
any limb of a human beings in the operation of any engine 
or car on said rail road, shall on conviction be punished by 
imprisonment ^in the penitentiary for not less than one, 
nor more than ten y^ars. 



A BILL 



To be entitled An Act to prevent rail road corporations or 
persons operating rail roads in this State from transport- 
ing gun powder, dynamite, nitro-glycerine or like explosive 
articles, in any baggage, mail, express, or passenger car in 
this State. 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Oeneral Assembly of Ala- 
hama^ That no rail road corporation, or person owning or 
operating any rail road in this State, shall transport or carry 
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any gun powder, dynamite, nitroglycerine, or like explosive 
articles, in any basrgage, mail, express, or passenger car, over 
the line of any rail road in this State, or over any part of 
such line ; and for every violation thereof by any officer or 
agent of such corporation or person owning or operating any 
such rail road, every such corporation operating, or person 
owning or operating any such rail road shall forfeit not less 
than two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dol- 
lars, to be paid into the treasury of the county in which such 
offence is committed. 



A BILL 



To be entitled An Act to authorize the conductor of a train 
to put off a passenger and his baggage when such passen- 
ger refuses to jjay his fare. 

Section. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ala- 
bama^ That whenever any passenger shall refuse to pay his 
fare, it shall be lawful for the conductor of the train and the 
servants of the corporation operating the road, or of the per- 
son operating the road, to put him and his baggage off the 
cars, on stopping the cars and using no unnecessary force, at 
any usual stoppin^: place or near any dwelling house, as the 
conductor shall elect ; Provided however^ that if such person 
refusing to pay fare be a woman or a female child, or a boy 
under 15 years of age, the conductor must not put off such 
person, otherwise than at a regular station. 
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To be entitled An Act to punish any person who shall be 
malicously concerned in causing an accident to any rail 
road engine or car, by which the death of a human being 
is produced. 

Section. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 'Ala- 
hama^ That any person who shall maliciously be concerned 
in placing any obstruction upon the road bed of any rail road 
in this State, or who shall maliciously alter or change the 
road bed of any rail road in this State, or who shall mali- 
ciously be concerned in destroying or injuring any part of 
any rail road trestle or bridge in this State, for the purpose, in 
either event, of producing any accident to any engine or qar 
running along the road bed or over the trestle or bridge of 
any such rail road, and who by any or either of the acts or 
means aforesaid shall maliciusly be concerned in promot 
ing or procuring any such accident to any such engine or car, 
in consequence of which any human being shall be killed, or 
shall die from the effects of any such injury, every such per- 
son so offending shall, on conviction, suffer death, or imprison- 
ment at hard labor in the penitentiary for life, at the discre- 
tion of the jury trying the same. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ that it shall be the duty of 
the judge of each of the circuit and city courts of this 
State to give this act in special charge to the grand juries 
at each term of their respective courts. 
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TO THE 



RAILEOAD COMMISSION 



OF THE 



STATE OF ALABAMA, 



FOR THE 



TEAR ENDING JUNE 30th, 1881. 



MONTGOMERY, ALA. : 

1881. 
17 



Office of Kail Road Commission of Alabama, 

Montgomery, Ala., 1881. 



Sir — Herewith are sent you duplicate copies of a blank 
form (one to be retained by you) upon which to make report 

of the officers and operations of the Rail Road 

Company for the year ending June 30th, 1881. 

Your attention is directed to Sections 25 and 28 of an act 
of the Legislature of Alabama, entitled " An act Jo provide 
for the regulation of rail road companies and persons operat- 
ing rail roads in this State," approved February 26th, 1881. 
It is necessary to a correct exhibit of the railway lines in the 
State of Alabama, that the reports should contain full and 
explicit statements of the information sought, and which 
should be prepared with care and subjected to revision to 
secure accuracy. It must be attested by the oath of the 
President, Superintendent, Receiver or Trustees and the 
Treasurer of the Company. If the principal office is within 
the State of Alabama, the oath may be made before any 
officer authorized by law to administer an oath, and if out- 
side the State of Alabama, the oath must be administered by 
a Notary Public and attested by the official seal of his office. 
This report must be filed in this office by the 15th day of 
October, 1881. 

W. L. BRAGG, 
President R. R. Commission of Alabama. 



EXTKACT8 

From an act of Jhe Legislature of Alabama^ approved 
February 26th^ 1881, entitled " An act to provide for the 
regulation of rail road companies and persons operating 
rail roads in this Stated 

" Sec. 25.. Be it further enacted, That the several rail road 
companies, trustees or receivers, or other persons operating 
rail roads in this State, be and they are hereby required to 
make annual returns of their business to the Board of Com- 
missioners on or before the first day of September of each 
year, made up to the close of business on the thirtieth day 
of June next preceding ; which annual returns shall be made 
in duplicate, in the manner prescribed by said Commission- 
ers, upon blank forms to be furnished by said Commissioners 
to said rail road companies. Any rail road company 
which shall neglect or refuse to make such returns shall for- 
feit tQ the State fifty dollars for each day of such refusal or 
neglect." 

" Sec 28. Be it further enacted, That the Board, through 
their chairman, shall make annual repor ts to the Governor 
on or before the first day of November in each year, for trans- 
mission to the Legislature, of their doings for the year end- 
ing on the thirtieth day of June next preceding, containing 
such facts as will disclose the actual working of the railway 
system in this State, and such suggestions as to the general 
rail road policy of the State, as may seem to them appropri- 
ate. They shall, also, submit such recommendations for fur- 
ther legislation upon the subject of rail roads as they may 
deem necessary or advisable for the interests of the State." 
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Of the 



KEPOKT 

RaiL.,... Companyj 

for the year ending June SOth^ 1881. 



OFFICERS. 






. / 



NAMES. 



President. 



Vice President. 



i( 



li 



(( 



(( 



Secretary . 
Treasurer 



General Solicitor. 



Chief Engineer 

General Manager 

Assist. General Manager. 

Greneral Superintendent. . 

Division Superintendent . 



(i 



(( 



t( 



(( 



(( 



(( 



ti 



(( 



General Offices at. 



RESIDENCE. 



• •«•••• 



NAMES OF DIRECTORS. 


RESIDENCE. 

• 


- 


.» 


* * • 
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CAPITAL STOCK. 



Capital Stock as authorized hy law 
" as since fixed 



" subscribed 



it 



paid in 

" number of shares issued. 



" amount paid in on each share 



DEBT. 



FUNDED DEBT. 

First mortgage bonds (due bearing interest at. .per cent., 

which is payable ) amount 

Second mortgage bonds (due. . . .bearing interest at. .per cent., 
which is payable ) amount 

Third mortgage bonds (due. . . .bearing interest at. .per cent., 
which is payable ' ) amount 



Total amount of funded debt on June 30th, 1881. 



FLOATING DEBT. 



Unfunded debt incurred for construction, equipment or pur- 
chase of property 

Debt incurred for any other purpose, and for what 



Total amount of floating debt on June 30th, 1881 

Total amount of funded and floating debt on June 30th, 1881 



I 
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COST. 



[In case of roads purchased or leased, if the cost of construction cannot 
"be given, state its cost to purchasers or lessees. If the actual cost cannot be 
given or approximated, give the estimated cost.] 



Total cost of entire road'to date, 



[This is to include grading and masonry, bridging super- 
structure, land damages and fences, stations, buildings, engine 
and car houses and cost of engineering.] 



Avei^e of same per mile of main line laid, 

♦Proportion of same for Alabama 

Total Cost of entire equipment 



[This includes locortiotives, cars, machinery, tools and ma- 
chine shop and not anything included above.] 

Average cost of equipment per mile of main line operated by 
Company.. .V 



♦Proportion of same for Alabama 

Cost of road and equipment per mile of main line operated by 



Company. , 

♦Proportion of same for Alabama. 



♦This proportion should \)e stated for the miles of road in Alabama, as 
compared with the vi^hole length. If computed on any different basis, state 
what and why. 

STOCK AND DIVIDENDS. 
Amount of preferred stocks and for what issued and when. 



Amount of common stock outstanding. 



Amount of stock dividends and date of issue, as follows: 



Rate and date of all cash dividends of original or consolidated company. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF ROAD. 



* MAIN LINE. 



Length of main line from to. 

Length of sidings 



BRANCHES. 



Length of main line from to. 

Length of sidings 

Length of main line from to. 

Length of sidings 



LEASED ROADS. 



Length of main line from to 

Length of sidings 

Length of main line from to 

Length of sidings 

Aggregate length of main line and branches 

Aggregate length of leased roads 

Aggregate length of sidings 

Agg. length of main line, branches, leased roads & sidings. 



Miles. 



Whole 
Length. 



Length 

in Ala. 





Miles. 


■ 


Whole 
Length. 


Length 
in Ala. 


What is the eruacre of your poad.^ 






What is the number of miles of steel rail in use.^. . , 






What is the number of miles of iron rail in use? 






) Steel 






What is the weight of rail per yard.^ V 

. ) Iron 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF ROAD— Continued. 





Miles. 




Whole 
Length. 


Length 
in Ala. 


• 

What is the number of miles of telegraph owned and op- 
erated by your company? 






■~'"*''^ '^J J v — . ^w.^»».j 

What is the number of bridges and trestles? 






^Vhat is the number of wooden bridcres? 






What is the aggregate length of wooden bridges? 






What is the number of iron bridges? 






W^hat is the aggregate length of iron bridges? 






What is the number of combin*n (wood and iron) bridges? 






What is the as&rresrate lenirth of combination bridges?. . . 






What is the number of wooden trestles (pile and frame)? 






What is the agrerreeate lenerth of wooden trestles? 






HoMT many miles of track not ballasted? 






Hoiv many miles ballasted with stone? 






Hoiv many miles ballasted with erravcl? 






How many miles ballasted with sand? 






^ .............. 







RAIL ROAD CROSSINGS. 

What rail roads cross your road at grade in this State, and at what locality? 

R. R. at 

R. R. at 

R. R. at 

What rail roads cross your road over or under grade in this State, and at 
what locality ? 

R. R. at 

• R. R. at 

R. R. at 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF ROAD— Continued. 



GRADE. 



What is your maximum grade East or North.^ 

What is your maximum grade West or South.' , 

What is your maximum curvature? — degrees per 100 feet. 



Feet per mile. 



STATIONS. 



) Passenger 
Number of stations on main h'ne . . > 

) Freight... 



Number of stations on branches. 



Number of stations on leased roads. 



) Freight... 
Passenger 



Freight , 



Number of wood and coal stations. 



Number of water stations. 
Numper of engine houses. 
Number of car houses . . . . 



Number of machine and par shops combined 

Number of machine shops 

Number of car shops 

Locations of buildings as above and shops in Alabama. 



Amount invested in same (including improvements and 
machinery) 



Totai. 



InAla 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF ROAD— Continued. 



EqUIPMENT. 



LOCOMOTIVE ENGINES. 

No. of locomotives for passenger service. 

No. of locomotives for freight service . . . 

No. of locomotives for switching service. 

Total number of locomotives. 



Number. 



Average 

weight ready 

service. 



Average 
cost. 



CARS. 

No. of first-class passenger cars 

No. of second-class passenger cars 

No. of sleeping cars (capacity each, .single berths) 

No. of special cars 

No. of baggage, mail and express cars (combined) . 

No. of baggage and mail cars (combined) 

No. of baggage and express cars (combined) 

No. of railway postal cars (separate) 

No. of box cars 

No. of stock cars 



Number. 



Average cost. 



No. of refrigerator cars. 
No. of platform cars . . . 
No. of oil cars 



No. of coal, stone or ore cars (8 wheel) 
No. of coal, stone or ore cars (4 wheel) 
No. of caboose cars .... 



No. of repair cars (push) 

No. of repair cars (lever and crank) 



1 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF ROAD— Continued. 



CAR* — CONTINUED, 



No. of service cars , 



[This is to include all cars used for boardingi 
hands empiojed on repairs or construction.] 

No. of pile machine cars 

No. of wrecking cars 



Number. 



Average cost. 



What kind of train 'brake is in use on your road ?, 



EMPLOYEES. 

Average number of persons employed by your company (including 
officials) 

Same in Alabama 

Upon what basis does your company arrange the day service of engine 
runners, conductors and brakemen of passenger and freight trains? 



Upon what basis does your company arrange the night service of engine 
runners, conductors and brakemen of passenger and freight trains? 
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GENERAL EXHIBIT. 



Total income, 



Total expenses, including taxes 
Net income 



Interest on funded debt. 



Interest on unfunded debt. 



Rentals 

Balance applicable to dividends 

Dividends declared ( per cent). 



Balance for the year 



Balance (profit and loss) last year. 












00 jj 

.2 c 



CO 

c 






<< CO (U 



Balance (profit and loss) carried forward 



to next year. 



f. 



CHARGES AND CREDITS TO PROPERTY 
DURING THE YEAR. 



Construction. 



Equipment 

Other charges 

Total charges 

Property sold or reduced in value. 



Net addition or reduction for the year. 



$ 



$ 



$ 
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ANALYSIS OF EARNINGS. 



From local passengers . . . , 
From through paMcngers, 

From extra baggage , 

From express 

From mails , 



From other sources, passenger department , 



Total earnings, passenger department. 

From local freight 

From through freight 

From other sources, freight department. , 



Total earnings, freight department 

Income from other sources, specifying particularly 
the same: 



Total income from all sources, 






$ 



••••«•• 



$ 






1 
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ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES. 



« 


Pass'r. 


Fi 'ght. 

• 


Total. 


Salaries of general officers and clerks 


$ 


$ 


J; 


Law exp>ense8 








Insurance 








Taxes 








Stationery and printing 


• 






• 

Advertising and outside agencies 








Contingencies 








Repairs of locomotives 








Repairs of passenger cars 








Repairs of sleeping cars 








Repairs of freight cars. » 








Repairs of service cars. » 






••••>• •" 


Repairs of bridges 








Kapairs of buildings 








Repairs of culverts and cattle guards 








Repairs of fences, public crossing's and signs . . . 








Repairs of roadway and track 








Renewal of rails 








Renewal of cross-ties 








Renewals of frogs, switches, &c 








Fuel for locomotives 









Water supply 








Passenger train service 
















Amount carried forward. 


$ 


$ 


$ 




V ••••*•• 


▼■••••• 


"••••••• 
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ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES — Continued. 



• 


Pas^r. 


Fr*ght. 


Total. 


a 

1 A t-»-«rMir»f KroiicrVit foi'Wfl.ra ..>.......•• 


1 


$ 


1 


'Pacc<»ncr<>r train RiiDDlies 








V-rt^iaVif train R*»rvice.. 








Frpitrht train suDDlles 








VfiiaocTA nacsAnorpr rarR ^debit bsil&ncc). 


• 


!•■•*•■.. 




* 

'M'ii«>9<rf> fr*»icyht rarR Mebit balanced 








Tf^lf^txranh PTcnenses ToDeratinET) 








Ttf'i^o-rsjnh <»vnen8es ^maintenance) 








TlatrtacrA anH IrkCR tf> ba??a£r6 








JL'ama.gc iillU ivioo tw *J*»-^^**^^ • 

T^amncr#» anH IarR tf> freififHt. 








Damatrp and loss to oroDcrtv and Cattle 








PprRonal iniurics *.....• ••••.^ 








A o-pntQ £)nrl Rtation service 








Sfatinn siinnlies. 






• 






















, 




























































Tntal nn^ratitifiT exoenses 


$ 


1 


$...i... 




"••••••• 








J 
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ASSETS. 



Oost of road as shown by this report 

Oost of equipment 

Oost of Other lines which have not been included in 
preceding, specifying same : 



Other investments (specifying same) viz : 



Oash items : 



Cash 



Bills receivable. 



Due from agents and companies 
Other assets, as follows : 



Material and supplies 

Sinking fund 

Debit balances) as follows, viz : 



• • 



18 



i 
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LIABILITIES. 



Capital Stock 
Funded debt . . 



Unfunded debt 



I 



Interest unpaid 

Dividends unpaid 

Bills payable 

Vouchers and accounts 



Other liabilities, as follows 



Profit and loss, or income account, 




/. 

h 
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LIABILITIES— Continued. 



Present or contingent liabilities not included in 

balance sheet : 
Bonds guaranteed by this company, as follows, viz: 


$ 


• 


* * * 




• 
































Past due interest on same, as follows, viz : 


*♦...•.. 






• 
















V 












• 






Other liabilities, as follows, viz : 




• 




















« 


















Total 
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TRAFFIC STATEMENT. 

Giring Description and Volume of Principal Articles and Products 
Transported one mile in Tons (2,000 pounds each). 



Description. 



Flour. 
Grain. 



Moved West or 
South. 



Moved East or 
North. 



Total mov'd West 
or South'and East 
or North. 



Live Stock 



Bacon 



Merchandise. 



Hay and Fodder. 
Cotton 1. .. 



Pig Iron 
Bar Iron. 



Lumber 

Ores, Rocks, &c. 
Clay, Bricks, &c. 
Coal 



Coke 



Totals 



li 



J 





J 
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GENERAL RESULT OF THE OPERATIONS OF ROAD FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE SOrn, 18M. 



Average number of dailj' passenger trains o**i;r road 

A\-erage number of daily freight trains over road 

Average number of mixed trains (pass'r and freight) over road. 



Total number of trains i 



Number of passenger train miles 

Number of freight train miles 

Number of mixed (passenger and freight) train n 
Number of service or work train miles 



Total number of tr 



Number of passengers carried o' 
Number of passengers carried o 



; mile East o 
i mile West < 



Total number of passengers carried one 

North and East or South 

Number of tons of freight carried one mile East 
Number of tons of freight carried one mile Wes 



South 

mile West ■ 



Total number of tons of freight carried one mile West i 
North and East Or South 
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GENERAL RESULTS OF THE OPERATIONS OF ROAD FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE Sfrrii, I88I— Continvhd. 



Total earnings per mile ol* road 

Total earnings per train mile, passenger. 

Total earnings per train mile, freight 

Earnings per passenger mile , . . 

Earnings per ton of freight (local and through) per mile. 

Earnings of passenger trains 

Earnings of freight traine 

Earnings from mails.. 

Earnings from express 

' Earnings from all other sources 



Total gi"oss earnings of entire line, . , . 
•Earnings of line in the State of Alabama,. , 



•This proportion should be stated for the iniles of road in the State as 
tompai-ed with the whole length. Jf computed on different basis, state what 
nnd v-hy. 
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GENERAL RESULTS OF THE OPERATIONS OF ROAD FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30th, 1881— Continued. 



EXPENSES. 



Total expenses per mile of road 

Percentage of total expenses to gross earnings 

Percentage of total passenger expenses to passenger earn- 



ings 



Percentage of total freight expenses to freight earnings. . . . 

Cost per train mile, passenger ; 

Cost per train mile, freight 

Cost per train mile, mixed, passenger and freight 

Cost per passenger mile with baggage 

Cost per gross ton per mile (local and through) in freight 
trains 



Cost per mile of road for repairs of road bed and super- 
structure (exclusive of rails) 

Cost per mile of road for repairs of rails 

Cost per mile of road for repairs of bridges 



$^ 



J 



2oy 

STATEMENT OF RAIL ROAD LANDS. 

General Land Agent Post Office. 

Assistant Land Agent " " 



Lands owned by Rail 

Company, exclusive of Depot and Shop Grounds and Riglit of Way. 

When acquired .' 

How acquired 

|3ff"If bjr Act of Congress, give date of same. If by act of Legislature 
of Alabama, give date of same. 
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LOCATION OF LANDS. 


CHARACTER AND 

■ 

• 
• 




MINERAL LANDS. 


TI.MBER lAnDS. 


NAME OF COUNTY. 


« 

Number of 
Acres. 


Val'e plac- 
ed on same. 


Nmnber of 
Acres. 


VaVe plac- 
ed on same. 




























• 


























, 














































• 
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i^ 
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VALUE 

Number ol 
Acres. 


Val'e plac- 
ed on same 


'^"^'"'i'^r'R^r^ "" 
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EXPRESS COMPANIES. 



What express conopany or companies run on your road ? 

On what terms or conditions as to rates and service*? 

Have you any contract as to length of service, if so, for what period? 



SLEEPING CARS. 



Do sleeping or dining-room cars run on your road ? 
If so, by whom, and on what terms, and what charges are made in ad- 
dition to the regular passenger rates ? 

Have you any contract, if so, for what period ? 



U. S. MAILS. 



What compensation is paid you by the U. S. Government for the trans- 
portation of mails, and on what terms of service ? 



4 
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ACCIDENTS TO PERSONS. 





yond their own 
control. 


From their own 
misconduct or 
carelessness. 


Total. 




Killed. 


Injured. 


Killed. 


injured. 


Kilted 


Iiijiir<:d. 


P„„Se,. 





















































































STATEMENT OF EACH ACCIDENT. 
Give a statement of each accident that has occurred on youHroad during 
the jear, giving date and localitj', the name of the person injured, extent of 
the injury, and the cause of the accident. 
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COHSTY OF.., 



Personally appeared liefore me. 

Prepident, and Treasurer of the 

Rail Company, 

who heing duly sworn, do depose and say that they ijaused 
the ibrefroini; statements to be prepared by the proper agents 
and officers of this Company, and having carefully examined 
the same, declai"e them to be a true, full and correct state- 
ment of the condition and aifairs of said Company for the 
year ending June 30th, 1881, according to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. 
Signed, 



President. 



y\.. ?.\ Treasurer. 

Swoni to and subscribed liefore me this 

day of '. 1881. 
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